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Bethlehem Lutheran Church Wagga Wagga 

20th Sunday after Pentecost 

18th October, 2020  

We prepare ourselves for worship ’Lord of Glory You have Bought us’ 

1. Lord of glory, you have bought us 
with your life-blood as the price, 
never grudging for the lost ones 
that tremendous sacrifice; 
and with that you've freely given 
blessings, countless as the sand, 
to the unthankful and the evil 
with your own unsparing hand. 

 
2. Grant us hearts, dear Lord, to give you 

gladly, freely, of your own. 
With the sunshine of your goodness 
melt our thankless hearts of stone, 
till our cold and selfish natures, 
warmed by you, at length believe 
that more happy and more blessed 
'tis to give than to receive. 

 
3. Wondrous honour you have given 

to our humblest charity 
in your own mysterious sentence, 
'You have done it all to me'. 
Can it be, O gracious Master, 
That You deign for alms to sue, 
Saying by Your poor and needy, 
'Give as I have given to you'? 

 
4. Lord of glory, you have bought us 

with your life-blood as the price, 
never grudging for the lost ones 
that tremendous sacrifice. 
Give us faith to trust you boldly, 
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hope, to stay our souls on you; 
but, O best of all your graces, 
with your love our love renew. 

Eliza Sibbald Alderson 1818-89, alt. 
Used by permission. CCLI 109319 

 

The Triune God meets with us  

You have turned to God from idols, to serve a living and true God, 

and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead.  (1 Thess 1:9,10 

NRSV) 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen  

We confess our sins to God the Father… 
Friends in Christ:  

Let us confess our sins in the presence of God and of each other. 

We confess to you, almighty God, before the whole company of heaven, and to 
each other, that we have sinned in thought, word and deed, by our own fault. 
Have mercy on us, for Jesus’ sake, forgive us all our sins, and bring us to eternal 
life. Amen. 

…and God forgives us 

May the almighty and merciful Lord grant us pardon and forgiveness of all our 
sins. 

Amen. 

Jesus leads us as we pray 
The Lord be with you 
And also with you. 

Let us pray for good government. [silence] 

Thank you, sovereign God, for providing good order and government, so that we 
can serve you peacefully. 

Make us responsible citizens, who honour you by working for the common good 
and respecting all lawful authorities. We ask this through your Son, Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen. 

1st Reading – God speaks through his prophets 

Isaiah 45:1-7 The Lord appoints King Cyrus of Persia to do his will  
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1 “This is what the Lord says to his anointed, 
    to Cyrus, whose right hand I take hold of 
to subdue nations before him 
    and to strip kings of their armour, 
to open doors before him 
    so that gates will not be shut: 
2 I will go before you 
    and will level the mountains; 
I will break down gates of bronze 
    and cut through bars of iron. 
3 I will give you hidden treasures, 
    riches stored in secret places, 
so that you may know that I am the Lord, 
    the God of Israel, who summons you by name. 
4 For the sake of Jacob my servant, 
    of Israel my chosen, 
I summon you by name 
    and bestow on you a title of honor, 
    though you do not acknowledge me. 
5 I am the Lord, and there is no other; 
    apart from me there is no God. 
I will strengthen you, 
    though you have not acknowledged me, 
6 so that from the rising of the sun 
    to the place of its setting 
people may know there is none besides me. 
    I am the Lord, and there is no other. 
7 I form the light and create darkness, 
    I bring prosperity and create disaster; 
    I, the Lord, do all these things. 

This is the word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 

We respond with Psalm 96:1-13 

1 Sing to the Lord a new song; 

    sing to the Lord, all the earth. 

2 Sing to the Lord, praise his name; 



[4] 
 

    proclaim his salvation day after day. 

3 Declare his glory among the nations, 

    his marvellous deeds among all peoples. 

4 For great is the Lord and most worthy of praise; 

    he is to be feared above all gods. 

5 For all the gods of the nations are idols, 

    but the Lord made the heavens. 

6 Splendour and majesty are before him; 

    strength and glory are in his sanctuary. 

7 Ascribe to the Lord, all you families of nations, 

    ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. 

8 Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name; 

    bring an offering and come into his courts. 

9 Worship the Lord in the splendour of his holiness; 

    tremble before him, all the earth. 

10 Say among the nations, “The Lord reigns.” 

    The world is firmly established, it cannot be moved; 
    he will judge the peoples with equity. 

11 Let the heavens rejoice, let the earth be glad; 

    let the sea resound, and all that is in it. 

12 Let the fields be jubilant, and everything in them; 

    let all the trees of the forest sing for joy. 

13 Let all creation rejoice before the Lord, for he comes, 

    he comes to judge the earth. 

He will judge the world in righteousness 

    and the peoples in his faithfulness. 

2nd Reading – God speaks through his apostles 

1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 Serving God in faith, hope, and love  

1 Paul, Silas and Timothy, 

To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: 

Grace and peace to you. 
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2 We always thank God for all of you and continually mention you in our prayers. 3 
We remember before our God and Father your work produced by faith, your 
labour prompted by love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

4 For we know, brothers and sisters loved by God, that he has chosen you, 5 
because our gospel came to you not simply with words but also with power, with 
the Holy Spirit and deep conviction. You know how we lived among you for your 
sake. 6 You became imitators of us and of the Lord, for you welcomed the message 
in the midst of severe suffering with the joy given by the Holy Spirit. 7 And so you 
became a model to all the believers in Macedonia and Achaia. 8 The Lord’s 
message rang out from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia—your faith in God 
has become known everywhere. Therefore we do not need to say anything about 
it, 9 for they themselves report what kind of reception you gave us. They tell how 
you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God, 10 and to wait for his 
Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead—Jesus, who rescues us from the 
coming wrath. 

This is the word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 

Gospel Reading – God speaks through Jesus 

Matthew 22:15-22 The question about paying taxes  

15 Then the Pharisees went out and laid plans to trap him in his words. 16 They sent 
their disciples to him along with the Herodians. “Teacher,” they said, “we know 
that you are a man of integrity and that you teach the way of God in accordance 
with the truth. You aren’t swayed by others, because you pay no attention to who 
they are. 17 Tell us then, what is your opinion? Is it right to pay the imperial tax to 
Caesar or not?” 

18 But Jesus, knowing their evil intent, said, “You hypocrites, why are you trying to 
trap me? 19 Show me the coin used for paying the tax.” They brought him a 
denarius, 20 and he asked them, “Whose image is this? And whose inscription?” 

21 “Caesar’s,” they replied. 

Then he said to them, “So give back to Caesar what is Caesar’s, and to God what is 
God’s.” 

22 When they heard this, they were amazed. So they left him and went away. 

This is the gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Thank you, Lord Jesus, for bringing us into your kingdom. 

Make us obedient to earthly authorities, and above all to our heavenly Father. 
Amen. 

Children’s Message 

SCRIPTURE FOCUS 

Give the Emperor what belongs to him and give God what belongs to God. 
(Matthew 22:21) 

ADDRESS 

Show some of the items. What is this? Who might use it? How would they use it? 

How do we get money? e.g. parents work, we work, chores 

Why do we need money? e.g. buy food, clothes, house 

Who knows what taxes are? Let’s ask the congregation how they feel about paying 
taxes. e.g. hopefully you’ll get some groans. 

Why do you think they are not that happy about paying taxes? 

e.g. they work hard and want to see their money used for good 

Jesus said, "Give the Emperor what belongs to him and give God what belongs to 
God”. God wants our government rulers to take care of us. Even though no one 
likes paying taxes we know it is important to support our government and help 
them to do what is right to help everyone. 

Each Sunday we receive an offering that supports our church leaders so they can 
help people. We have an offering prayer that says we give God our time, talents 
and possessions. Have a look at all these things I have here today. They represent 
some of the gifts God has given us and ways we can use them. 

Your family might talk about how they give their time, use their gifts and give their 
money to help the church do the work God wants us to do. God has first given us 
things so we can then use them to help other people. There might be times in our 
lives when we don’t have very much money but we might have more time to give 
or we might have a talent that God wants us to use. But we can all share God’s 
love. We can all tell people about Jesus and that doesn’t cost us anything. 

PRAYER 

Dear God, thank you for giving us time, talents and money. Help us to see where 
you need us to use the gifts of our time and talents. Help us to give our money to 
help other people, so they can see and feel your love and care. Amen. 
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We meditate on the song ‘Give us Hearts to Know you Lord’ 

1. Give us hearts to know you, Lord, 
to know who you are. 
We will be your people, 
and you our God, and you our God. 

 
2. Give us hearts to love you, Lord, 

to love who you are. 
We will be your people, 
and you our God, and you our God. 

 
3. Give us hearts to serve you, Lord, 

to serve who you are. 
We will be your people, 
and you our God, and you our God. 

 
4. Give us hearts to praise you, Lord, 

to praise who you are. 
We will be your people, 
and you our God, and you our God. 

Words and music: Annette Fechner  
© 1995 Annette Fechner, 18 Pinewood Drive, Mt Waverley Vic 3149. 

Used by permission. CCLI 109319 

God speaks to us 

The LCA provides this sermon edited for lay-reading, with thanks to the original 
author. 

Matthew 22:15-22    

Who likes paying taxes? Who thinks paying tax is good? 

Some of the biggest political questions today are: Who should pay taxes? How 
much should you pay? Who should decide how your tax money is spent and what 
it is spent on?  

If we had Jesus standing here today, and if I asked Jesus those questions, what 
would he say? And would you like the answers? It was a political question back 
then too, even more political than it is today. 

When you have an election you get a say in who gets our tax money, and how they 
might spend our tax money. The overseer of the government in 1st Century 
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Palestine was a king, Herod Antipas. He wasn’t elected to this position but was the 
king because he had agreed to exercise his rule within the great Roman Empire. 

He would remain king as long as he toed their line, which included paying plenty of 
tax money to Rome. Herod exercised his authority with military might and the 
political will of the Roman government.  

So there was a lot of political feeling about this question about whether a good 
Jew should pay taxes to the Roman Emperor. If you paid your tax money you were 
supporting the enemy. If you didn’t pay your tax money you could be arrested for 
treason. 

The Pharisees were good politicians. They resented Jesus, because he was a threat 
to their petty power and religious status. They wanted to embarrass Jesus, 
discredit Jesus, keep him quiet, or get rid of him any way they could. They knew 
how to play the political games.  

First, they butter him up. Jesus, we know that you always tell the truth. And that 
you are impartial, because you don’t consider people’s status. 

And then they put the question. They know how to use a question that will force 
him to incriminate himself or to embarrass him in front of the people. 

They have made sure that they are in a crowd where there a lots of witnesses, 
including people who are opposed to the Romans. 

But they have also made sure that there are some supporters of King Herod there 
as well, who will report him if he says anything against the government. 

Their question: Is it right to pay taxes to the Emperor, or not? 

Jesus is not a politician, and he is not going to get sucked into their political games. 

First, he exposes their devious motives: You hypocrites, he calls them. Why are 
you trying to trap me? 

He knows that their respectful approach is just flattery. And he knows their 
question is meant to be a double-edged sword. 

Their question: Is it right to pay taxes to the Emperor, really means: is it right in 
God’s eyes, according to God’s will, in accordance with God’s commands of the 
Old Testament? 

But he knows that they are not really interested in God’s will, except in using 
God’s commands when they suit their own purposes. 

An astute politician would probably say: No comment. 
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Or try to evade the question. So instead of beating around the bush with their 
question, he gives them a much bigger picture of life, of life in their community, 
and life in God’s world. 

He uses the question to teach the people a true God-pleasing relationship to their 
society. And a true God-pleasing relationship to God. 

He asks someone to show him a coin. They all had coins in their pockets or purses. 
You all have coins and notes in your pockets or bags or wallets. 

If you look at the coin, whose image is on the coin? Or the note? Queen Elizabeth, 
as symbolic head of state? 

Whose image was on those old coins? Whose name was written there? Emperor 
Tiberius!  

And that is significant. The government is responsible for pressing coins, and 
printing money. Can you print your own money? Governments tend to frown on 
people who print their own money. 

The government has the right to print money, and if you have the right to make 
coins that shows that you are the government. And the government has the 
responsibility of maintaining the value of money. 

If you have this money in your pockets, if you use this money for your daily life, 
then you have a responsibility to the government who provides the coins. Yes, you 
have a responsibility to pay your taxes. 

Money was a very important invention that allowed societies to grow and become 
more complex. Now you produce something or provide some service, and you 
earn money. And you use that money to buy something that someone else has 
produced. That is the basis of the very complex financial systems that we have 
today. 

But for Christians there is another dimension. Work is not just work – work is 
serving. Whatever you do, do it to glorify God, and to serve the needs of people. 

How can you serve people who are long way away, whose needs are beyond your 
ability to help? Money can be a way of reaching them, as you give for their welfare 
according to their needs, so that they can afford to get the help they need. 

This brings us back to taxes. What are taxes? You can think of taxes as a means of 
service. Taxes are the means of serving the community as a whole. Our taxes 
provide for our roads and our hospitals and our defence and our education. You 
are serving the people of your community, as together you are providing for your 
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own needs. 

You are also providing for the needs of people in your community who do not 
have the means to provide for themselves. If you have needs, you may also be 
benefitting from those means. So your taxes are a way of sharing, according to 
needs. 

There are still always questions of how taxes should best be administered. But 
when you compare a community that has fair taxes, with a community that has no 
taxes, because it is has no effective government, then you can even be thankful 
for taxes. 

You may even be able to pay your taxes with a smile. And you may be able to 
dedicate your taxes - God use these taxes for the benefit of many people. 

So give back to the Emperor what belongs to the Emperor. Pay the coins that have 
the image of the Emperor stamped onto it. 

But that is only half of Jesus’ answer. And pay to God what belongs to God.  

What belongs to God? We often think that this means give some of your money to 
the government and give some of your money to God. 

But I do not think that is what it means, and I do not think that is what Jesus 
intended. 

Pay to the Emperor, because the Emperors image is on your coins. Pay to God, 
what bears the image of God. 

Where do you find the image of God? Where do you look if you want to see the 
image of God? Look in a mirror. Look at yourself. 

Think back to the story of creation. God created the world, everything in the 
world, and every creature in the world. Then God created human beings. In the 
image of God he created them. Male and female he created them. God created us, 
as human beings, in his own image. 

What does that mean? It means that we are different to all of God’s other 
creatures. It means that God has put something of himself into us. Not in a 
physical sense, because God is beyond any physical image, but in a spiritual sense. 
God has breathed his Spirit of life into us. 

It means that God has created us to share in his creation, and to pass on his gift of 
life. It means that God has created us to share a relationship with himself. 

It means that God has given us a will to serve his will, to know and choose and do 
what is good and right and holy. It means that we have been created to live with 
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God forever. 

But we know that we have sinned against our God. As a human race, and each of 
us individually, we have sinned against our God. 

Which means that this image of God in us has been spoiled. We have trouble 
seeing the image of God in one another. We have trouble seeing the image of God 
in ourselves. 

Our sinful selfishness gets in the way. It ruins this relationship with God. It blots 
out life the way it should be, the life that reflects the image of God. 

Our God has given us Jesus Christ. 

Jesus is God coming into our world. But now God is in a form that we can see, God 
with a real physical human presence. St Paul says that Jesus is the firstborn of all 
creation, the image of the invisible God. 

Jesus is God coming to us. And Jesus shows us what human life, our life, is, and 
what our life should be. 

Not only shows us. Jesus brings us back to God. Jesus overcomes our sin. Jesus 
restores our life. Jesus gives us God’s Spirit anew. Jesus gives us a whole new life,  

a life formed again according to the image of God. 

So where is the image of God? The image of God is in you. You have been created 
in the image of God. As Christians, you have been re-created by the salvation of 
Jesus Christ into the image of God. 

Now, pay to God what belongs to God. Pay to God, give to God, what has the 
image of God imprinted onto it. Give to God yourself. Give to God your own life. 

That is the challenge that Jesus gives. To receive our life as God’s precious gift, 
God’s precious gift given twice over. And then to give our life to him. Because we 
belong to him. 

To give our lives for serving him. For worshipping him. For loving him. To dedicate 
our lives as we trust him. And then to dedicate ourselves to serve as Jesus serves. 

With a deep love that reaches out to other people, in all their needs, a love that 
embraces them into the love of God. 

Jesus challenges us to see ourselves, and all of our lives, as an opportunity to live 
for our Lord, to serve and to give. 

Now, it is not just how much money do I think I should give? Yes, our money 
belongs to God too, the money that we present as an offering, but also all the 
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money that we need and spend for every purpose. 

Now there is no room for silly political questions. Now there is just one question, 
one spiritual question. How can I best give myself to my God and Lord? Amen. 

We confess our faith in the Triune God 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, dead, and buried.  
He descended into hell. 
The third day he rose again from the dead.  
He ascended into heaven,  
and sits at the right hand of God, the Father almighty,  
from thence he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic* church, 
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting.   
Amen. 

* ‘catholic’ here meaning 'universal' 

We meditate on the hymn ‘We Give You but Your Own’ 

1. We give Thee but Thine own. 
Whate'er the gift may be; 
All that we have is Thine alone. 
A trust, O Lord. from Thee. 

 
2.  May we Thy bounties thus 

As stewards true receive, 
And gladly, as Thou blessest us, 
To Thee our first-fruits give. 

 
3. O hearts are bruised and dead, 

And homes are bare and cold. 
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And lambs for whom the shepherd bled 
Are straying from the fold. 

 
4.  To comfort and to bless. 

To find a balm for woe, 
To tend the lone and fatherless, 
Is angel's work below. 

 
5. The captives to release, 

To God the lost to bring, 
To teach the way of life and peace. 
It is a Christ-like thing. 

 
6. And we believe Thy Word, 

Though dim our faith may be: 
Whate'er for Thine we do, O Lord, 
We do it unto Thee. 

William Walsham How (1823-1897) 
Used by permission. CCLI 109319 

We give of ourselves 

We thank you for protecting us in our daily lives by providing an ordered and 
peaceful existence. 

Help us to obey and respect the governing authorities. But above all, lead us to 
honour and obey you, our Lord, and to serve you with all that you have given us. 
Amen. 

We pray for others 

God has gathered us together to be his holy people. Let us pray that we may love 
him with all our heart and all our soul and all our mind, and let us pray for our 
neighbour as we pray for ourselves. 

Heavenly Father: bless, guide and keep your church and ground us firmly in your 
word. Send workers into your harvest, call faithful Pastors to speak your word, and 
faithful people to shine as lights in the world. Give us the strength to stand firm on 
your word against all opposition or temptation to wonder from your paths. Keep 
our eyes from looking to worldly things for support, but only to you, the one who 
will never pass away!  

Lord in your mercy:  Hear our prayer 
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Send your spirit to guide all Christians in your paths. Give us love and compassion 
towards all people around us, and especially those in need. Bless the work of 
service organisations that help needy people, in particular Lutheran Community 
Care, Lutheran World Service, and Lutheran World Mission.  

Lord in your mercy:  Hear our prayer 

Merciful Father, send your hand to help people in our world that are malnourished 
and starving; people who suffer mistreatment and abuse;  people who live lives 
filled with hatred, whether hatred towards you or their neighbours. Comfort those 
who are dying, and anyone suffering from illnesses. We especially pray for those in 
our own community, namely Erwin Grosse. 

Lord in your mercy:  Hear our prayer 

Loving Father, help us to reach out in love for justice to all people. Thank you for 
enabling and providing agencies like the Australian Lutheran World Service who 
are celebrating 70 years of operation. Help them to bring people together in 
partnership to ensure the voices of the poor are heard, and God’s gift of grace is 
shared. 

Lord in your mercy:  Hear our prayer 

Father, you are the true and living God. Continue to give us the strength to live as 
your servants, and to wait for the deliverance that you give us in your Son, our 
Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

Amen. 

We pray the prayer of Jesus 

Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. Matt 6:9-13 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

The Triune God sends us out with blessing 
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May Christ, the Sun of Righteousness, shine on us and make us ready to meet him 
when he comes in glory.     

And the blessing of almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be with us always. 

Amen. 

We meditate on the song ‘Before you I Kneel (A Worker’s Prayer)’ 

Before You I kneel, my Master and Maker, 
To offer the work of my hands. 
For this is the day You've given Your servant; 
I will rejoice and be glad 
For the strength I have to live and breathe, 
For each skill Your grace has given me, 
For the needs and opportunities 
That will glorify Your great name. 
 
Before You I kneel and ask for Your goodness 
To cover the work of my hands. 
For patience and peace to shape all my labor, 
Your grace for thorns in my path. 
Flow within me like a living stream, 
Wear away the stones of pride and greed 
'Til Your ways are dwelling deep in me 
And a harvest of life is grown. 
 
Before You we kneel, our Master and Maker; 
Establish the work of our hands. 
And order our steps to seek first Your kingdom 
In every small and great task. 
May we live the gospel of Your grace, 
Serve Your purpose in our fleeting days, 
Then our lives will bring eternal praise 
And all glory to Your great name. 
And all glory to Your great name. 

Keith Getty, Kristyn Getty, Jeff Taylor and Stuart Townend 
Used by permission. CCLI 109319 

Announcements 


