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Bethlehem Lutheran Church Wagga Wagga 

7th Sunday of Easter 

16th May, 2021  
 

The Triune God meets with us  

Now I am no longer in the world, 

but they are in the world. 

They do not belong to the world, 

just as I do not belong to the world. 

As you have sent me into the world, 

so I have sent them into the world. (John 17:11a, 16, 18 NRSV) 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen  

We sing the song ‘Majesty’ (ATA 161) 

Majesty, worship His majesty. 

Unto Jesus be all glory, power and praise. 

Majesty, kingdom authority 

Flow from His throne unto His own, His anthem raise. 

So exalt, lift up on high the name of Jesus. 

Magnify, come glorify Christ Jesus, the King. 

Majesty, worship His majesty. 

Jesus, who died, now glorified, King of all Kings. 
 

Majesty, worship His majesty. 

Unto Jesus be all glory, power and praise. 

Majesty, kingdom authority 

Flow from His throne unto His own, His anthem raise. 

So exalt, lift up on high the name of Jesus. 

Magnify, come glorify Christ Jesus, the King. 

Majesty, worship His majesty. 

Jesus, who died, now glorified, King of all Kings. 
Words and music: Jack Hayford 

Used by permission. CCLI 109319 

We confess our sins to God the Father… 
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Let us confess our sins to God our Father and ask him in the name of our Lord 

Jesus Christ to forgive us. 

We confess to you, almighty God, before the whole company of heaven, 

and to each other, that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, by our 

own fault. Have mercy on us, for Jesus’ sake, forgive us all our sins, and 

bring us to eternal life. Amen. 

-Silent confession- 

…and God forgives us 

May the almighty and merciful Lord grant us pardon and forgiveness of all our 

sins. 

Amen. 

Restore us again, O God our Saviour. 

Do not be angry with us any longer. 

Jesus leads us as we pray 

The Lord be with you 

And also with you. 

Let us pray for the unity of the Holy Spirit. [silence] 

Holy Father, your Son prayed for his disciples that they would be one, as you and 

he are one. 

Keep your whole church harmoniously together in faith and love, united by 

the one Spirit. We ask this through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

1st Reading – God speaks 

Acts 1:15-17, 21-26 Matthias chosen to replace Judas 

15 In those days Peter stood up among the believers (a group numbering about a 

hundred and twenty) 16 and said, “Brothers and sisters, the Scripture had to be 

fulfilled in which the Holy Spirit spoke long ago through David concerning Judas, 

who served as guide for those who arrested Jesus. 17 He was one of our number 

and shared in our ministry.” 

21 Therefore it is necessary to choose one of the men who have been with us the 

whole time the Lord Jesus was living among us, 22 beginning from John’s baptism 

to the time when Jesus was taken up from us. For one of these must become a 

witness with us of his resurrection.” 
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23 So they nominated two men: Joseph called Barsabbas (also known as Justus) 

and Matthias. 24 Then they prayed, “Lord, you know everyone’s heart. Show us 

which of these two you have chosen 25 to take over this apostolic ministry, which 

Judas left to go where he belongs.” 26 Then they cast lots, and the lot fell to 

Matthias; so he was added to the eleven apostles. 

This is the word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God 

We respond with Psalm 1 
1 Blessed is the one 

    who does not walk in step with the wicked 

or stand in the way that sinners take 

    or sit in the company of mockers, 
2 but whose delight is in the law of the Lord, 

    and who meditates on his law day and night. 
3 That person is like a tree planted by streams of water, 

    which yields its fruit in season 

and whose leaf does not wither— 

    whatever they do prospers. 

The Lord watches over the way of the righteous, but the way of the wicked 

will perish. 

4 Not so the wicked! 

    They are like chaff 

    that the wind blows away. 
5 Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, 

    nor sinners in the assembly of the righteous. 

The Lord watches over the way of the righteous, but the way of the wicked 

will perish. 

6 For the Lord watches over the way of the righteous, 

    but the way of the wicked leads to destruction. 

The Lord watches over the way of the righteous, but the way of the wicked 

will perish. 

2nd Reading – God speaks through his apostles 

1 John 5:9-13 God’s testimony about his Son 

 9 We accept human testimony, but God’s testimony is greater because it is the 
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testimony of God, which he has given about his Son. 10 Whoever believes in the 

Son of God accepts this testimony. Whoever does not believe God has made him 

out to be a liar, because they have not believed the testimony God has given 

about his Son. 11 And this is the testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this 

life is in his Son. 12 Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son 

of God does not have life. 

13 I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that 

you may know that you have eternal life. 

This is the word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God 

Gospel reading – God speaks through Jesus 

John 17:6-19 Jesus prays for his disciples 

'Jesus prayed to his Father:' 

6 “I have revealed you to those whom you gave me out of the world. They were 

yours; you gave them to me and they have obeyed your word. 7 Now they know 

that everything you have given me comes from you. 8 For I gave them the words 

you gave me and they accepted them. They knew with certainty that I came from 

you, and they believed that you sent me. 9 I pray for them. I am not praying for 

the world, but for those you have given me, for they are yours. 10 All I have is 

yours, and all you have is mine. And glory has come to me through them. 11 I will 

remain in the world no longer, but they are still in the world, and I am coming to 

you. Holy Father, protect them by the power of your name, the name you gave 

me, so that they may be one as we are one. 12 While I was with them, I protected 

them and kept them safe by that name you gave me. None has been lost except 

the one doomed to destruction so that Scripture would be fulfilled. 

13 “I am coming to you now, but I say these things while I am still in the world, so 

that they may have the full measure of my joy within them. 14 I have given them 

your word and the world has hated them, for they are not of the world any more 

than I am of the world. 15 My prayer is not that you take them out of the world 

but that you protect them from the evil one. 16 They are not of the world, even as 

I am not of it. 17 Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth. 18 As you sent me 

into the world, I have sent them into the world. 19 For them I sanctify myself, that 

they too may be truly sanctified. 

This is the gospel of the Lord. 
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Praise to you, O Christ, raised to live forever. 

Lord Jesus Christ, thank you for making the Father known to us. 

May we and all believers be one, as you and the Father are one. 

Amen. 

God speaks to His children 

MAIN POINT 

Jesus has gone home to heaven and now prays to the Father for us 

SCRIPTURE FOCUS 

I pray for them. I am not praying for the world, but for those you have given me, 

for they are yours. All I have is yours, and all you have is mine. And glory has 

come to me through them. John 17:9-10 

AIDS 

A picture or set of pictures of people of various ages and cultures; a chart with 

the introduction to the Lord’s Prayer as used in your church: OUR FATHER IN 

HEAVEN 

ADDRESS 

After Jesus had finished his work on earth, he went to be with his Father in 

heaven. Jesus is there now, helping us by praying to his Father for us. 

Show chart. 

He wants us to pray for each other, too. That’s why the first word of the prayer he 

taught us is ‘our’. He didn’t teach us a selfish prayer that said: ‘Dear God, do this 

just for me’. 

No! He taught us to pray ‘Our Father’. That means we pray with all the people 

who say ‘Our Father’. And we pray for all the people who say ‘Our Father’. When I 

pray ‘Our Father in heaven’, I’m praying for my family, and for all of you and the 

other members of our church. 

I am also praying for people I don’t even know – (show picture of people) here in 

(insert where you live) and all over the world. They pray for you and me when 

they say ‘Our Father’. 

PRAYER 

Our Father who is in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us today our daily bread and forgive 
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us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours. 

Now and forever. Amen. 

We sing the hymn ‘The head that once was crowned with thorns’ (TIS 378) 

1. The head that once was crowned with thorns 

is crowned with glory now; 

a royal diadem adorns 

the mighty victor's brow. 

 

2. The highest place that heaven affords 

is his, is his by right, 

the King of kings and Lord of lords 

and heav'n's eternal light, 

 

3. the joy of all who dwell above, 

the joy of all below, 

to whom he manifests his love 

and grants his name to know. 

 

4. To them the cross, with all its shame, 

with all its grace, is given, 

their name an everlasting name, 

their joy the joy of heaven. 

 

5. They suffer with their Lord below, 

they reign with him above, 

their profit and their joy to know 

the mystery of his love. 

 

6. The cross he bore is life and health, 

though shame and death to him; 

his people's hope, his people's wealth, 

their everlasting theme. 
Thomas Kelly 

1769-1855 

Used by permission. CCLI 109319 

God speaks to us 
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The LCA provides this sermon edited for lay-reading, with thanks to the original 

author. 

The Text: John 17:6-19 Out of This World! 

The expression "Out of this world" is a way to say that something is so 

extraordinary that it does not seem that if could be from our planet. Usually, a 

person says it when they have experienced something beyond comparison: “This 

chocolate cake is out of this world!”  

The world longs for the ‘out of this world experience’, doesn’t it? The world looks 

to hit new heights and ascend to utopia through for the ‘the perfect relationship, 

the supermodel look, the fashion, the accessories, the stuff, the job, the car, the 

biggest plasma screen, the popularity, the reputation, the house...out of this 

world! And it is never enough. The world longs for more. More opulence and 

extravagance; more living for the self.  

We can long to be out of this world for other reasons, can’t we? When our life all 

goes wrong; when our suffering, pain, and burdens that pile up lead us to long to 

be out of this world and at home with the Lord.  

But Jesus says in verse 15: “My prayer is not that you take them out of the world 

but that you protect them from the evil one.” He uses the storms of affliction to 

bring us closer to Him. Without wanting to sound insensitive, just ponder for a 

moment: if we didn’t have suffering…would we know God? Those who are 

persecuted and destitute, those who have nothing left to hope in but God, don’t 

look to the world, but to Him. How sweet it is to learn the Saviour's love when 

nobody else loves us! There is one thing worse than going through life with 

immense burden and pain and that is to go through it without God. 

Jesus says we are not to have an “out of this world experience” at all—at least not 

yet. Until the day He calls us we are to remain in the world. Jesus says today: “My 

prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect them from 

the evil one.” There is another reason why, too. The world, lost in itself, needs us 

as bearers of the gospel in word and deed. That is why we are not to be taken 

out of the world but remain in it. 

As we do God is with us. He has blessed us with two special gifts. The first is His 

word. Jesus says in v14: “I have given them your word”. If something is given, it is 

a gift. Perhaps we don’t think as the word as a gift, but it is the most priceless 

treasure to us. The world looks to gold and silver, oil companies, shares, the most 

precious jewels, the most extravagant things, and calls them treasures, like a 
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gold-plated MacBook Pro, with the Apple Logo filled with diamonds, worth 

$350,000, or earphones for an iPod with 59 diamonds set in gold, worth $5,500. 

Or even one pizza chef who has gone to the extreme and created the world’s 

most expensive pizza that has toppings of champagne soaked caviar and lobster 

marinated in cognac. It’s sprinkled with edible 24-carat gold shavings. The gold-

topped pizza is named Pizza Royale 007 after the expensive tastes of agent 

James Bond. It sells for more than $3700. For that price I’d expect a free garlic 

bread and 2litre coke as well!   

But the word is a gift worth far more than all of these things put together. It is a 

priceless gift because without it we wouldn’t know that we are sinners helpless to 

help ourselves and we wouldn’t know that Jesus, God out of this world, stepped 

into our world for us, to take upon himself our frail humanity and our sin, our 

spiritual poverty and brokenness, and give us His righteousness and life in God’s 

presence forever. 

The other gift is His name. Jesus says in v11: Holy Father, protect them by the 

power of your name. God gives us His name because He wants us to talk to Him. 

That means He actually has ears to hear us when we do. People in the world do 

not have God's name. They don’t talk to Him. They don’t know Him. But we do. 

We are born of God. We belong to Him. We are His children and He is our 

Father...and that’s the amazing thing that Jesus does for us. Jesus says “Holy 

Father.” The Father is Jesus Father; all through Scripture when Jesus speaks to His 

Father and speaks about His Father, He says “My Father.” 

But when Jesus teaches His disciples how to pray and gives them the Lord’s 

Prayer he teaches them to begin by saying: “Our Father.” We join with Jesus as 

His brothers and sisters through faith, and join Him in saying “Our Father.” Jesus’ 

Father is now also ours. It’s only through Jesus that we can call God ‘Our Father’. 

And so as Luther explained: “With these words God tenderly invites us to believe 

that He is our true Father and that we are His true children, so that with all 

boldness and confidence we may ask Him as dear children ask their dear father.” 

God gives us His name, Father, to call to Him and so we can be assured that He 

has ears to hear us. 

But more assuredly He hears the intercessory prayers prayed by His Son on our 

behalf and the behalf of all believers. In our text Jesus says: “I pray for them. I am 

not praying for the world, but for those you have given me, for they are yours.”  

Friends, one day we will experience life out of this world, in the glorious presence 
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of God in our heavenly homeland. Until then, He would have us remain in the 

world and be His instruments of blessing in the face of despair, to bring real 

hope and lasting hope, true peace and forgiveness. As we do, we know that God 

is not out of this world either. He stepped into it, in the person of Christ, the one 

who has overcome sin, death and the devil. He remains with us through the 

priceless treasure of His word and He prays for us to His Father for His protection 

and blessing upon us. Amen. 

We confess our faith in the Triune God 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

was crucified, dead, and buried.  

He descended into hell. 

The third day he rose again from the dead.  

He ascended into heaven,  

and sits at the right hand of God, the Father almighty,  

from thence he will come to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the holy catholic* church, 

the communion of saints,  

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body,  

and the life everlasting.   

Amen. 
* ‘catholic’ here meaning 'universal' 

We sing the song ‘Pass my love around’ (ATN 93) 

Pass my love around; 

Pick right up, and take my brothers' hand, 

And pass my love around. 

 

1. I gave my body and my blood for you; 

Now this is all that I ask you to do, 

Now this is all that I ask: just - 
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Pass my love around; 

Pick right up, and take my brothers' hand, 

And pass my love around. 

 

2. I lived and died to set men free from sin; 

Now be my presence to all men, 

Now be my presence to all men: and - 

 

Pass my love around; 

Pick right up, and take my brothers' hand, 

And pass my love around. 

 

3. My love and joy I leave will never cease; 

Now be my instrument of peace, 

Now be my instrument of peace: and - 

 

Pass my love around; 

Pick right up, and take my brothers' hand, 

And pass my love around. 

 

4. My Word and truth to you I leave behind,  

Now be my witness to mankind, 

Now be my witness to mankind: and - 

 

Pass my love around; 

Pick right up, and take my brothers' hand, 

And pass my love around. 
Copyright©1970 David Yantis. Assigned to Word Music Inc. 

Arr. ©1979 Word Music Inc. Used by permission.  

Used by permission. CCLI 109319 

We give of ourselves 

God of comfort, your Son prayed for his followers in the world, that they might 

be one. 

Use us and what you have given us to serve you and one another. 

Amen. 

We pray for others 
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As we have heard Jesus' prayers for us, let us pray for ourselves and others, 

responding to “Lord Jesus Christ, risen and ascended”, with hear the prayer we 

raise to heaven. 

Dear Lord Jesus: glory be to you for your obedient suffering and death, and for 

your resurrection and ascension now to pray for us.  Forgive our failure to pray as 

we should.  Unite our hearts with yours so that we listen to your voice and pray 

with you. 

Lord Jesus Christ, risen and ascended, hear the prayer we raise to heaven. 

Thank you for ruling the church in grace.  Protect it by the power of your holy 

name.  Unite all your people in diligent study of your word, and bring about a 

common confession among the churches. 

Lord Jesus Christ, risen and ascended, hear the prayer we raise to heaven. 

You answered the disciples' prayer and added Matthias to the eleven.  Call more 

pastors into the apostolic ministry to deliver your salvation, and unite our pastors 

in true and faithful service for the sake of your people. 

Lord Jesus Christ, risen and ascended, hear the prayer we raise to heaven. 

Thank you for making your name known around the world.  Extend your word 

through bible translation and literacy work, publishing and broadcasting.  Bless 

our church's Media Ministry.  Unite us in mission zeal, and open hearts and minds 

to hear your voice in faith. 

Lord Jesus Christ, risen and ascended, hear the prayer we raise to heaven. 

Have mercy on the people of the world divided by sin and its effects.  Limit the 

destructive hand of evil, and unite our Prime Minister, our Premier and all in 

authority in good and wise action. 

Lord Jesus Christ, risen and ascended, hear the prayer we raise to heaven. 

Protect this world from violent weather and failed harvests.  Give success to relief 

organisations, and unite us in generous giving to those in need.  Make yourself 

known to those we help through Australian Lutheran World Service, and include 

them in your flock through faith. 

Lord Jesus Christ, risen and ascended, hear the prayer we raise to heaven. 

Bring healing and comfort to those who are suffering, including (insert names).  

Unite us in compassion for all those we know personally to be in want and whom 

we now name silently before you... (brief silence) 



[12] 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, risen and ascended, hear the prayer we raise to heaven. 

Lord our God, you have brought the good news of Jesus Christ to us through 

your Spirit-filled messengers. Move us, by your Spirit, to bring the good news to 

those with whom we live. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ your Son, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

Amen. 

We pray the prayer of Jesus 

Our Father in heaven,  

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done,  

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. Matt 6:9-13 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. 

Amen. 

The Triune God sends us out with blessing 

May Christ our exalted king pour on you his abundant gifts and bring you to 

reign with him in glory; . . . 

Go in peace. God has given you eternal life in his Son. 

Thanks be to God. Amen 

We sing the song ‘Sent by the Lord am I’ (ATOK 412) 

Sent by the Lord am I; 

My hands are ready now 

To make the earth the place 

In which the kingdom comes. 

 

Sent by the Lord am I; 

My hands are ready now 

To make the earth the place 

In which the kingdom comes 
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The angels cannot change 

A world of hurt and pain 

Into a world of love, 

Of justice and of peace. 

 

The task is mine to do, 

To set it really free. 

O help me to obey, 

Help me to do your will. 
Words:Traditional Nicaraguan. Translated by Jorge Maldonodo 

Music:Traditional 

Used by permission. CCLI 109319 

Announcements 


