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Bethlehem Lutheran Church Wagga Wagga 

17th Sunday after Pentecost 

27th September, 2020  

We prepare ourselves for worship ’God of Wonders’ 

Lord of all creation 
Of water, earth and sky 
The heavens are Your tabernacle 
Glory to the Lord on High 
 
God of wonders beyond our galaxy 
You are holy, holy 
The universe declares Your majesty 
You are holy, holy 
 
Lord of heaven and earth 
Lord of heaven and earth 
 
Early in the morning 
I will celebrate the light 
And as I stumble through the darkness 
I will call Your name by night 
 
God of wonders beyond our galaxy 
You are holy, holy 
The universe declares Your majesty 
You are holy, holy 
 
Lord of heaven and earth 
Lord of heaven and earth 
 
Hallelujah to the Lord of heaven and earth 
Hallelujah to the Lord of heaven and earth 
Hallelujah to the Lord of heaven and earth 

Marc Byrd, Steve Hindalong 
Used by permission. CCLI 109319 

 

The Triune God meets with us  
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Christ humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death, 

even death on a cross.  (Phil 2:8 NRSV) 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen  

We confess our sins to God the Father… 
Friends in Christ:  

The Lord says: 

‘Rid yourselves of all the offences you have committed, and get a new heart and a 
new spirit. Why will you die, O house of Israel? For I take no pleasure in the death 
of anyone, declares the Sovereign Lord. Repent and live!’  (Ezek 18:31,32 NIV) 

Therefore let us come to God our Father to confess our sins, asking him in the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us. 

We confess to you, almighty God, before the whole company of heaven, and to 
each other, that we have sinned in thought, word and deed, by our own fault. 
Have mercy on us, for Jesus’ sake, forgive us all our sins, and bring us to eternal 
life. Amen. 

…and God forgives us 

May the almighty and merciful Lord grant us pardon and forgiveness of all our 
sins. 

Amen. 

Jesus leads us as we pray 
The Lord be with you 
And also with you. 

Let us pray for humility. [silence] 

Merciful God, give us the same attitude as Jesus, who emptied himself and was 
obedient to you all the way to his death on the cross. 

Make us eager to put others before ourselves, and their needs before our own. 
We ask this through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

1st Reading – God speaks through his prophets 

Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 Individual responsibility for sin 

1 The word of the Lord came to me: 2 “What do you people mean by quoting this 



[3] 
 

proverb about the land of Israel: 

“‘The parents eat sour grapes, 

    and the children’s teeth are set on edge’? 

3 “As surely as I live, declares the Sovereign Lord, you will no longer quote this 
proverb in Israel. 4 For everyone belongs to me, the parent as well as the child—
both alike belong to me. The one who sins is the one who will die. 

25 “Yet you say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ Hear, you Israelites: Is my way 
unjust? Is it not your ways that are unjust? 26 If a righteous person turns from their 
righteousness and commits sin, they will die for it; because of the sin they have 
committed they will die. 27 But if a wicked person turns away from the wickedness 
they have committed and does what is just and right, they will save their life. 28 
Because they consider all the offenses they have committed and turn away from 
them, that person will surely live; they will not die. 29 Yet the Israelites say, ‘The 
way of the Lord is not just.’ Are my ways unjust, people of Israel? Is it not your 
ways that are unjust? 

30 “Therefore, you Israelites, I will judge each of you according to your own ways, 
declares the Sovereign Lord. Repent! Turn away from all your offenses; then sin 
will not be your downfall. 31 Rid yourselves of all the offenses you have committed, 
and get a new heart and a new spirit. Why will you die, people of Israel? 32 For I 
take no pleasure in the death of anyone, declares the Sovereign Lord. Repent and 
live! 

This is the word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 

We respond with Psalm 25:1-9 

1 In you, Lord my God, 
    I put my trust. 

 

Be mindful of your mercy, O Lord, 
and of your steadfast love. (Ps 25:6a NRSV) 

 

2 I trust in you; 
    do not let me be put to shame, 
    nor let my enemies triumph over me. 
3 No one who hopes in you 



[4] 
 

    will ever be put to shame, 
but shame will come on those 
    who are treacherous without cause. 

 

Be mindful of your mercy, O Lord, 
and of your steadfast love. 

 

4 Show me your ways, Lord, 
    teach me your paths. 
5 Guide me in your truth and teach me, 
    for you are God my Saviour, 
    and my hope is in you all day long. 
6 Remember, Lord, your great mercy and love, 
    for they are from of old. 
7 Do not remember the sins of my youth 
    and my rebellious ways; 
according to your love remember me, 
    for you, Lord, are good. 

 

Be mindful of your mercy, O Lord, 
and of your steadfast love. 

 

8 Good and upright is the Lord; 

    therefore he instructs sinners in his ways. 

9 He guides the humble in what is right 

    and teaches them his way. 

2nd Reading – God speaks through his apostles 

Philippians 2:1-13 The humility and exaltation of Christ 

1 Therefore if you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any 
comfort from his love, if any common sharing in the Spirit, if any tenderness and 
compassion, 2 then make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same 
love, being one in spirit and of one mind. 3 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or 
vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others above yourselves, 4 not looking to 
your own interests but each of you to the interests of the others. 
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5 In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus: 

6 Who, being in very nature God, 
    did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own advantage; 
7 rather, he made himself nothing 
    by taking the very nature of a servant, 
    being made in human likeness. 
8 And being found in appearance as a man, 
    he humbled himself 
    by becoming obedient to death— 
        even death on a cross! 
9 Therefore God exalted him to the highest place 
    and gave him the name that is above every name, 
10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 
    in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
11 and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
    to the glory of God the Father. 

12 Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyed—not only in my 
presence, but now much more in my absence—continue to work out your 
salvation with fear and trembling, 13 for it is God who works in you to will and to 
act in order to fulfill his good purpose. 

This is the word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 

Gospel Reading – God speaks through Jesus 

Matthew 21:23-32 Which son obeyed his father? 

23 Jesus entered the temple courts, and, while he was teaching, the chief priests 
and the elders of the people came to him. “By what authority are you doing these 
things?” they asked. “And who gave you this authority?” 

24 Jesus replied, “I will also ask you one question. If you answer me, I will tell you 
by what authority I am doing these things. 25 John’s baptism—where did it come 
from? Was it from heaven, or of human origin?” 

They discussed it among themselves and said, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will 
ask, ‘Then why didn’t you believe him?’ 26 But if we say, ‘Of human origin’—we are 
afraid of the people, for they all hold that John was a prophet.” 

27 So they answered Jesus, “We don’t know.” 

Then he said, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things. 
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28 “What do you think? There was a man who had two sons. He went to the first 
and said, ‘Son, go and work today in the vineyard.’ 

29 “‘I will not,’ he answered, but later he changed his mind and went. 

30 “Then the father went to the other son and said the same thing. He answered, ‘I 
will, sir,’ but he did not go. 

31 “Which of the two did what his father wanted?” 

“The first,” they answered. 

Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are 
entering the kingdom of God ahead of you. 32 For John came to you to show you 
the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and 
the prostitutes did. And even after you saw this, you did not repent and believe 
him. 

This is the gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
Thank you, Lord Jesus, for coming and acting with the authority of God. 

Help us truly to obey you. 
Amen. 

Children’s Message 

We meditate on the song ‘This Kingdom’ 

1 Jesus, God’s righteousness revealed, 
the Son of man, the Son of God,  
his kingdom comes. 
Jesus, redemption’s sacrifice 
now glorified, now justified, 
his kingdom comes. 
 
And this kingdom will know no end 
and its glory shall know no bounds, 
for the majesty and power  
of this kingdom’s king has come. 
And this kingdom’s reign  
and this kingdom’s rule 
and this kingdom’s power and authority –  
Jesus, God’s righteousness revealed. 
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2 Jesus, the expression of God’s love, 
the grace of God, the word of God  
revealed to us; 
Jesus, God’s holiness displayed, 
now glorified, now justified, 
his kingdom comes. 
 
And this kingdom will know no end 
and its glory shall know no bounds, 
for the majesty and power  
of this kingdom’s king has come. 
And this kingdom’s reign  
and this kingdom’s rule 
and this kingdom’s power and authority –  
Jesus, God’s righteousness revealed. 
 
And this kingdom will know no end 
and its glory shall know no bounds, 
for the majesty and power  
of this kingdom’s king has come. 
And this kingdom’s reign  
and this kingdom’s rule 
and this kingdom’s power and authority –  
Jesus, God’s righteousness revealed. 
Jesus, God’s righteousness revealed. 
Jesus, God’s righteousness revealed. 

Words and music: Geoff Bullock © 1995 Word Inc, USA 
Used by permission. CCLI 109319 

God speaks to us 

The LCA provides this sermon edited for lay-reading, with thanks to the original 
author. 

The Text: Philippians 2:5 

 

As my pregnancy progresses I often find myself saying; ‘Am I losing my mind?!’ 
When I do things like find the milk on the pantry shelf or wonder how dinner is 
already in the slow cooker cooking away when I have no recollection of getting it 
started. Every day it is something new, forgetting where I put something, finding 
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something in a place it shouldn’t be or walking into a room and forgetting why I 
went in. And as much as I want to blame Arabella, I find myself saying – I really am 
losing it! 

I think all of us have those moments when we stop in the middle of doing 
something and wonder, “What is it that I was about to do?”  “What have I come 
here to do?”   

Sometimes this happens because we’ve been distracted. Sometimes it’s because 
we’re not thinking what we’re doing. Sometimes we are having brain overload—
there are too many things to remember. Sometimes it’s emotional stress that 
causes memory loss.  Whatever it is this loss of memory can be very frustrating. 

The title of this sermon is: “Losing your mind.”  Now, some people think that you 
have lost your mind by virtue of the fact that you are a Christian. People can’t 
believe that you actually enjoy going to church. People can’t believe that you give 
money to the church and volunteer your time to do things at the church. People 
can’t believe that in this day and age you accept the teachings of the church.  
Quite frankly, they think you’ve lost your mind, and maybe you have. 

To “lose your mind” is really a very good biblical concept. To be the kind of 
Christian that God wants you to be, it is necessary to lose your mind. Paul issued 
the command to the Philippians that they were to take on the mind of Christ. It is 
impossible for us to have the mind of Christ while having minds that are filled with 
other things. 

You see, the mind is a very powerful part of who we are.  It is the mind that 
determines what kind of people we are.  It shapes our motives and choices—why 
we say and do the things that we do.  If you take on an attitude of negativity, 
hostility, solitude, difficult to get along with, it follows that without a doubt these 
things will impact on everything in your everyday life and relationships.   

Parents and schools go to great lengths to ensure that children develop good 
attitudes towards themselves and positive outlooks to how they relate to others 
to ensure that their minds are moulded by compassion, service, hope, courage, 
love, forgiveness, tolerance, acceptance, justice and so on. Even then the positive 
minds that are created in childhood can sometimes be changed into something 
else through life’s negative experiences.   

A young man went to the Vietnam War, friendly, helpful, happy, enjoying the 
company of friends and involved in the youth program at church.  When he came 
home, he was a different person.  His mind had changed and now he was angry, 
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negative, easily became violent, spoke harshly, and despised anyone in any 
position of authority.  You might say he had ‘lost his mind’ – the mind that he was 
born with and that his parent’s nurtured and encouraged was lost in the horrors of 
war. 

The mind is a very important and a very powerful part of us and Paul tells us in a 
manner of speaking to “lose our mind”.  He is saying to lose our old sinful mind 
and attitudes and to take on the mind of Christ.  

God created us with bodies, minds and souls.  Sin corrupts every part of us.  When 
Jesus died on the cross, he redeemed our bodies, souls and minds—all of us.  Paul 
says in Romans that living with Christ includes the renewal of our minds by the 
Holy Spirit—that means he gets our minds thinking on the right track, in the right 
direction—so that our attitudes and actions are good too (Romans 12:2). 

This is what Paul is saying to the Philippians.  In the beginning of the chapter he 
talks about the qualities of strength, love, compassion and kindness that they 
share because of their union with Jesus and the Holy Spirit.  Paul urges them to 
use these qualities saying, “Don't do anything from selfish ambition or from a 
cheap desire to boast, but be humble toward one another, always considering 
others better than yourselves.  And look out for one another's interests, not just 
for your own” (Phil 2:4,5). 

In fact, he goes further. He says that he wants them to have somebody else’s 
mind, the mind of Christ: “Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus”. 
Then he goes on to talk about how Jesus took on the attitude of a servant, how he 
looked for ways to help others, how he loved others, humbled himself, was 
obedient … all the way to the cross.  

“Let this same mind be in you.”  Is that really possible? Is it really possible to be 
able to think like Jesus and then to act with the mind of Christ; to have his 
humility, his love, his compassion, his obedience, his attitude of service, his 
dedication?    

People who met Jesus could certainly relate to what Paul is talking about here. 
Take Zacchaeus as an example.  A mean-spirited cheat, a greedy, selfish, little 
man, that is, until he met Jesus.  And what a change came over his attitudes!  He 
took on the mind of Jesus and became compassionate, kind, generous, caring and 
understanding.   

The apostle Paul knew from personal experience how God works in us to change 
and renew our minds in just the same way that we experience in other areas of 
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our life.  He was riding along the road to Damascus – his mind was filled with 
anger, hatred, violence and self-righteousness as he plotted his next attack on the 
followers of Jesus Christ. He even thought his mind was full of God-pleasing 
thoughts as he carried out his attacks on Christians but he was far from the mind 
and attitude of God.   

On the road he met Jesus and then over the next few days the Holy Spirit worked 
in him a complete change of his mind.  In fact, he went to the synagogue and 
started preaching that Jesus was the Son of God and he did it so powerfully and 
convincingly that people couldn’t believe that such a change of mind was possible.  
Paul no longer hated Jesus; instead he demonstrated his love for him.  So when 
Paul said to the Philippians, “Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus”, 
he knew exactly what he was talking about and he knew that wasn’t just pie in the 
sky stuff; it really was possible for a person’s mind to be changed by the renewing 
that comes from knowing Jesus and the power of the Holy Spirit. 

We know how easily children adopt the mind and attitudes of their friends or 
people in their orbit.  It might be something they say or an attitude that is 
different—either good or bad—that makes you stop and think, “Where did that 
come from?”  Pete took Arabella to spend a Saturday night with his parents A few 
weekends ago and a few days later I saw Arabella playing with a toy and saying 
‘Ready, Steady, Go, and giving it a push’. I was fascinated at the new and quite 
tricky words that she had learnt to say. I bragged about it to Pete’s mum one day 
and she laughed and said that those are the words she says to her as she pushes 
her on the tricycle in their backyard. In moments like this you realise that another 
person has had an influence over the mind of your child which you are either 
happy about or you need to correct.  That change of mind and attitude and 
behaviour comes from the child spending time with, seeing, hearing and picking 
up on new ways at expressing themselves or looking at things or their own 
problems.  And the more time that young person spends with friends or family, 
the more his or her thinking will become like their thinking.  

This provides us with a clue as to how our mind can be the same as that of Jesus 
Christ.  Live with Christ and you will grow to be like him.  The Holy Spirit influences 
us, changing our thinking, renewing our minds with the mind of Christ, 
transforming our attitudes, changing us to people who are humble toward one 
another, always considering others better than ourselves and looking out for the 
interests of others, not just for our own (Phil 2:4).   

This is a lifelong process.  It’s not something that normally happens just once at a 
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conversion experience with bright lights and voices from the heavens.  It’s 
something that happens every day.  It’s an ongoing process because we find it so 
easy to adopt the mind of the world and Satan.  We need to be renewed through 
the blood of Jesus.  Every day the Holy Spirit calls us to turn away from the mind-
set of sin and Satan and calls us back to what God has redeemed us to be: people 
who have the same mind, attitudes and outlook that Jesus Christ has. 

We grow into the mind of Christ through reading Christ’s Word in the Bible; 
through coming together with our fellow believers in worship where Jesus himself 
comes to us not only in his word, but in his own body and blood in Holy 
Communion; through prayer. Through that speaking and listening, Jesus is creating 
and implanting his way of thinking, his way of living, in us.  

Or to put it another way, we lose our mind—our selfish and worldly attitudes—
and put on the same mind that Jesus had—the attitudes promoted by the Holy 
Spirit: love, forgiveness, peace, patience, generosity, gentleness, self-control and 
humility. 

The greatest question facing us is this: Whose values do we live by? Whose mind 
do we have?  What attitudes have we taken up?  Christ’s or somebody else’s.  Is it 
Christ who forms his mind, his servant love and humility and gentleness in us, or is 
it something else that influences our thinking and our way of life? 

We are called into a deeper and closer relationship with our Saviour. He seeks to 
change our minds, to change our thinking, and to make us more loving, more 
caring, more forgiving and more willing to lose our minds, be like Christ, and make 
a difference in the lives of others. Amen. 

We confess our faith in the Triune God 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, dead, and buried.  
He descended into hell. 
The third day he rose again from the dead.  
He ascended into heaven,  
and sits at the right hand of God, the Father almighty,  
from thence he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
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I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic* church, 
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting.   
Amen. 

* ‘catholic’ here meaning 'universal' 

We meditate on the song ‘The Heavens Shall Declare’ 

The heavens shall declare  
the glory of His name 
All creation bows  
at the coming of the King 
Every eye shall see,  
every heart will know 
Every knee shall bow,  
every tongue confess 
 

Holy, holy,  
holy is the Lord 
See the coming of the King,  
holy is the Lord 

 
The heavens shall declare  
the glory of His name 
All creation bows  
at the coming of the King 
Every eye shall see,  
every heart will know 
Every knee shall bow,  
every tongue confess 
 

Holy, holy,  
holy is the Lord 
See the coming of the King,  
holy is the Lord 

Geoff Bullock 
Used by permission. CCLI 109319 
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We give of ourselves 

Thank you, Lord, for all you have given us, especially the gift of your Son. 

Help us to accept his authority, trust in him, and obey him. Teach us to live our 
lives in service to you. 
Amen. 

We pray for others 

Note: This weekend, the NCCA (National Council of Churches in Australia) are 
calling people to pray and fast for the nation, therefore during the prayer we will 
include petitions regarding this request. 

Since God has called us to adopt the servant attitude of Jesus Christ, let us pray for 
others as Jesus prayed for us. 

Thank you, Lord, for all you have given us, especially the gift of your Son.  Help us 
to accept his authority and to trust in him.  Expose our unbelief and sin, so that we 
may enjoy your forgiveness and healing there too. 

Lord, in your mercy:  hear our prayer. 

Lord, you provide all that we need on your people's journey through this life. 
Please help your church take the form of a servant for the mission of your Word, 
so that it may go out to the whole earth.  Bless the work of the Board for Mission, 
Finke River Mission and Lutheran Media Ministry. 

Lord, in your mercy:  hear our prayer. 

Inspire all people in public office to be servants of the community.  Guide our 
federal government in its foreign policy, and protect and give success to our forces 
serving overseas. 

Lord, in your mercy:  hear our prayer. 

Lord, you provided water in the desert for your people, Israel.  So provide food 
and drink, clothing and shelter to all who have been displaced from their homes 
for whatever reason.  Ease the suffering of those affected by natural disasters, and 
help all those who have lost property and possessions. 

Lord, in your mercy:  hear our prayer. 

Support those who are burdened by illness or disability and those who health is 
failing as they age. Give them courage in their trials, and meet the needs of all 
those known to us in special situations and whom we now name in our hearts... 
(brief silence). 
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Lord, in your mercy:  hear our prayer. 

Lord, we pray that you will renew our nations, granting us times of refreshing and 
healing of our land, and ask that you reveal your love to all the people of Australia 
and New Zealand. 

Lord, in your mercy:  hear our prayer. 

Creator God, make us mindful custodians of this land and which we share, and 
help each of us to work to look after our environment. Give us your wisdom as we 
seek to make better decisions for the planet. Guide our steps so that we can 
journey together with our First Nations peoples, listening and learning from each 
other in these matters. 

Lord, in your mercy:  hear our prayer. 

Lord our comforter, strengthen the resolve of all those who are faced with 
increased vulnerability through the loss of employment and the increased 
pressures of living in communities facing impacts of the restrictions on the 
freedom of socialization. Give our government leaders and our decision-makers 
insight and wisdom as they wrestle to keep all our communities safe. 

Lord, in your mercy:  hear our prayer. 

Father, we deserve nothing from you, but hear our prayer and satisfy the desires 
of our hearts, as we pray in the name of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

Amen. 

We pray the prayer of Jesus 

Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. Matt 6:9-13 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

The Triune God sends us out with blessing 
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May Christ, the Sun of Righteousness, shine on us and make us ready to meet him 
when he comes in glory.     

And the blessing of almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be with us always. 

Amen. 

We meditate on the hymn ‘My Lighthouse’ 

In my wrestling and in my doubts 
In my failures You won't walk out 
Your great love will lead me through 
You are the peace in my troubled sea 
You are the peace in my troubled sea 
 
In the silence, You won't let go 
In the questions, Your truth will hold 
Your great love will lead me through 
You are the peace in my troubled sea 
You are the peace in my troubled sea 
 

My lighthouse, my lighthouse 
Shining in the darkness. I will follow You 
My lighthouse, my lighthouse 
I will trust the promise 
You will carry me safe to shore (oh-oh-oh-oh-oh) 
Safe to shore (oh-oh-oh-oh-oh) 
Safe to shore (oh-oh-oh-oh-oh) 
Safe to shore 

 
I won't fear what tomorrow brings 
With each morning I'll rise and sing 
My God's love will lead me through 
You are the peace in my troubled sea 
You are the peace in my troubled sea 
 

My lighthouse, my lighthouse 
Shining in the darkness, I will follow You 
My lighthouse, my lighthouse 
I will trust the promise 
You will carry me safe to shore (oh-oh-oh-oh-oh) 
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Safe to shore (oh-oh-oh-oh-oh) 
Safe to shore (oh-oh-oh-oh-oh) 
Safe to shore 

 
Fire before us, You're the brightest 
You will lead us through the storms 
Fire before us, You're the brightest 
You will lead us through the storms 
Fire before us, You're the brightest 
You will lead us through the storms 
Fire before us, You're the brightest 
You will lead us through the storms 
 

My lighthouse, my lighthouse 
Shining in the darkness, I will follow You 
My lighthouse, my lighthouse 
I will trust the promise 
You will carry me safe to shore (oh-oh-oh-oh-oh) 
Safe to shore (oh-oh-oh-oh-oh) 
Safe to shore (oh-oh-oh-oh-oh) 
Safe to shore 

Chris Llewellyn, Gareth Gilkeson  
Used by permission. CCLI 109319 

Announcements 

 


