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Bethlehem Lutheran Church Wagga Wagga 

17th Sunday after Pentecost 

27th September, 2020 
 

R:   The stone the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; 

C:   The Lord has done this and it is marvellous in our eyes. 

R:   In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C.   Amen. 

 

We meditate on the song ‘The Heart of Worship’ 
When the music fades 
All is stripped away 
And I simply come 
Longin' just to bring 
Something that's of worth 
That will bless your heart 
 
I'll bring You more than a song 
For a song in itself 
Is not what You have required 
You search much deeper within 
Through the ways things appear 
You're looking into my heart 
 
I'm comin' back to  
the heart of worship 
And it's all about You 
It's all about You, Jesus 
 
I'm sorry Lord for  
the thing I've made it 
When it's all about You 
It's all about You, Jesus 
 
The King of endless worth 



[2] 
 

No one could express 
How much You deserve 
Though I'm weak and poor 
All I have is Yours 
Every single breath 
 
I'll bring You more than a song 
For a song in itself 
Is not what You have required 
You search much deeper within 
Through the way things appear 
You're looking into my heart 
 
I'm comin' back to  
the heart of worship 
And it's all about You 
It's all about You, Jesus 
 
I'm sorry Lord for  
the thing I've made it 
When it's all about You 
It's all about You, Jesus 
 
I'm comin' back to  
the heart of worship 
And it's all about You 
It's all about You, Jesus 
 
I'm sorry Lord for  
the thing I've made it 
When it's all about You 
It's all about You, Jesus. 

Songwriters: Matt Redman 
Used by permission. CCLI 109319 

 

CONFESSION 

Let us humble ourselves before God and confess our sins, begging His forgiveness 
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through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Dear Lord God, we confess that each day we fail to do what pleases You. Please 
forgive us for the hasty words we often say, the thoughtless actions we do, and 
the unloving thoughts that cross our minds – all these harm our fellowship. 
Please forgive us for failing to listen sympathetically when people are talking to 
us about their troubles. 
Please forgive us for failing to give up time to spend with others when they so 
badly need our love. 
Please forgive us for losing opportunities to teach our families about Christ, 
moral standards, and life in general. 
Please forgive us for failing to search out the troubles and needs of others. 
Please forgive us for being satisfied within ourselves when so many are in moral 
danger, dying of hunger, both spiritual and physical, and many do not know Your 
love for them in Christ 
O Lord, we come before You humbly, asking for forgiveness for these and other 
wrongs we have committed. 
Give us we pray, Your Holy Spirit, to lead us more and more into lives which 
show outwardly the love of Yourself in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Jesus invites us to dwell in Him as He dwells in us, and He tells us that we have 
already been cleansed by the word that He has spoken to us. So hear and believe 
the good news that through Jesus who dwells in us, we are forgiven. 

Thanks be to God. 
Alleluia. 

 

Psalm 80:7-15 

L:  If you smile on us, we will be saved. 

C:  We were like a grapevine you brought out of Egypt. You chased other 
nations away and planted us here. 

L:  Then you cleared the ground, and we put our roots deep, spreading over the 
land. 

C:  Shade from this vine covered the mountains. Its branches climbed the 
mighty cedars and stretched to the sea; its new growth reached to the 
river. 

L:  Our Lord, why have you torn down the wall from around the vineyard? You 
let everyone who walks by pick the grapes. 
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C:  Now the vine is gobbled down by pigs from the forest and other wild 
animals. 

L:  God All-Powerful, please do something! Look down from heaven and see 
what’s happening to this vine. 

C:  With your own hands you planted its roots, and you raised it as your very 
own. 

All:  Glory to the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit; as it was in the 
beginning, is now, and will be for evermore. Amen. 

 

L.    The Lord be with you. 

C.   And also with you. 

Let us pray that we faithfully do God's work. [silence] 

Lord God, you have planted your church to be a flourishing fruitful vineyard. 
Make us loyal and productive, doing the work you have given us to do. We ask 
this through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 

 

THE FIRST READING 

Isaiah 5:1-7 - “The song of the vineyard” 
1 I will sing for the one I love 
    a song about his vineyard: 
My loved one had a vineyard 
    on a fertile hillside. 
2 He dug it up and cleared it of stones 
    and planted it with the choicest vines. 
He built a watchtower in it 
    and cut out a winepress as well. 
Then he looked for a crop of good grapes, 
    but it yielded only bad fruit. 
3 “Now you dwellers in Jerusalem and people of Judah, 
    judge between me and my vineyard. 
4 What more could have been done for my vineyard 
    than I have done for it? 
When I looked for good grapes, 
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    why did it yield only bad? 
5 Now I will tell you 
    what I am going to do to my vineyard: 
I will take away its hedge, 
    and it will be destroyed; 
I will break down its wall, 
    and it will be trampled. 
6 I will make it a wasteland, 
    neither pruned nor cultivated, 
    and briers and thorns will grow there. 
I will command the clouds 
    not to rain on it.” 
7 The vineyard of the Lord Almighty 
    is the nation of Israel, 
and the people of Judah 
    are the vines he delighted in. 
And he looked for justice, but saw bloodshed; 
    for righteousness, but heard cries of distress. 

(after the reading) 

R.   This is the Word of the Lord. 

C.   Thanks be to God. 

 

THE SECOND READING 

Philippians 3:4b-14 - “Everything loss compared to Christ” 

4 though I myself have reasons for such confidence. 

If someone else thinks they have reasons to put confidence in the flesh, I have 
more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of 
Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; in regard to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as for zeal, 
persecuting the church; as for righteousness based on the law, faultless. 

7 But whatever were gains to me I now consider loss for the sake of Christ. 8 What 
is more, I consider everything a loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing 
Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them garbage, 
that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own 
that comes from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ—the 
righteousness that comes from God on the basis of faith. 10 I want to know 
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Christ—yes, to know the power of his resurrection and participation in his 
sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 11 and so, somehow, attaining to the 
resurrection from the dead. 

12 Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already arrived at my goal, but I 
press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. 13 Brothers 
and sisters, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I 
do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, 14 I press on 
toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ 
Jesus. 

(after the reading) 

R.   This is the Word of the Lord. 

C.   Thanks be to God 

 

THE GOSPEL 

Matthew 21:33-46 “Parable of the tenants in the vineyard” 

33 “Listen to another parable: There was a landowner who planted a vineyard. He 
put a wall around it, dug a winepress in it and built a watchtower. Then he rented 
the vineyard to some farmers and moved to another place. 34 When the harvest 
time approached, he sent his servants to the tenants to collect his fruit. 

35 “The tenants seized his servants; they beat one, killed another, and stoned a 
third. 36 Then he sent other servants to them, more than the first time, and the 
tenants treated them the same way. 37 Last of all, he sent his son to them. ‘They 
will respect my son,’ he said. 

38 “But when the tenants saw the son, they said to each other, ‘This is the heir. 
Come, let’s kill him and take his inheritance.’ 39 So they took him and threw him 
out of the vineyard and killed him. 

40 “Therefore, when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those 
tenants?” 

41 “He will bring those wretches to a wretched end,” they replied, “and he will rent 
the vineyard to other tenants, who will give him his share of the crop at harvest 
time.” 

42 Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures: 

“‘The stone the builders rejected 
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    has become the cornerstone; 
the Lord has done this, 
    and it is marvellous in our eyes’? 

43 “Therefore I tell you that the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and 
given to a people who will produce its fruit. 44 Anyone who falls on this stone will 
be broken to pieces; anyone on whom it falls will be crushed.” 

45 When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard Jesus’ parables, they knew he 
was talking about them. 46 They looked for a way to arrest him, but they were 
afraid of the crowd because the people held that he was a prophet. 

(after the reading) 

R.   This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C.   Praise to you, O Christ, raised to live forever. 

 

 APOSTLES’ CREED  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and 
buried. 
He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven, and sits at the right hand of God, the Father almighty, 
from thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

 

Amazing Grace 

Amazing grace how sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me 
Well I once was lost but now I'm found 
I was blind but now I see 
 
T’was grace that taught my heart to feel  
And grace my fear relieved  
Our precious debt that grace of his 
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When I, I first believed 
 
When we've been there ten thousand years  
Bright shining is the sound  
Well we know the last day I'll sing God’s sweet praise  
And when we first begun 
 
Amazing grace how sweet the sound  
That saved a wretch like me  
Well once was lost Oh, but now I'm found 
I was blind but now I see 
I was blind but now I see 

Used by permission. CCLI 109319 

Sermon 

Entrusted with the Vineyard Matthew 21:33-46 

 

We meditate on the song ‘Christ is our Cornerstone’ 
Christ is our cornerstone, 
On Him alone we build; 
With His true saints alone 
The courts of heav'n are filled. 
 
On His great love 
Our hopes we place 
Of present grace 
And joys above. 
 
Here may we gain from heav'n 
The grace which we implore, 
And may that grace, once giv'n, 
Be with us evermore 
 
Until that day 
When all the blest 
To endless rest 
Are called away. 
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Oh, then, the hymns of praise 
These hallowed courts shall ring; 
Our voices we will raise 
The Three in One to sing 
 
And thus proclaim 
In joyful song, 
Both loud and long, 
That glorious name. 

Public Domain 
Used by permission. CCLI 109319 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

L.    Lord, in your mercy:  

C.   Hear our prayer 

Concluding Prayer 

Lord, you give us confidence in you, a confidence that is based on the 
righteousness you have given us in Christ. Receive our prayer through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be Your name,  
Your kingdom come,  
Your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are Yours, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 

 THE  LORD’S SUPPER 

P.  The Lord be with you. 

C.  And also with you. 
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P.    Lift up your hearts. 

C.   We lift them to the Lord. 

P.  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C.    It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right and good, Lord God, holy Father, that we should at all times and 
in all places give thanks to You, through Jesus Christ our Lord. And so, with angels 
and archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we adore and praise Your 
glorious name: 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to His disciples, and said, 'Take and 
eat; this is † my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.’ 

In the same way He took the cup, after the supper, and when He had given thanks, 
He gave it to them, and said, 'Drink of it all of you; this is My blood of the new 
covenant, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this as often as you 
drink it, in remembrance of me.‘ 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen. 

 

THE  DISTRIBUTION 

 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

Almighty and merciful God, thank you for showing your love for us in this 
sacrament. 
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As we walk throughout this earthly life by faith, give us such trust in your 
fatherly care that we show our faith by our courage in the face of all perplexities. 
May we rely on you in all our needs, so that our deepest desires may be 
satisfied, and we may finally see you face to face. 
We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

P.   Go in peace. Entrusted with God’s vineyard. 

C:   Thanks be to God 

 

We meditate on the song ‘Change my Heart, O God’ 
Change my heart, O God 
make it ever true. 
Change my heart, O God 
may I be like you. 
 
Change my heart, O God 
make it ever true. 
Change my heart, O God 
may I be like you. 
 
You are the potter, 
I am the clay. 
Mould me and make me 
this is what I pray. 
 
Change my heart, O God 
make it ever true. 
Change my heart, O God 
may I be like you. 

Words and music: Eddie Espinosa 
© 1982 Mercy Publishing. Administered by Music Services, 209 Chaplewood Drive, Franklin TN 37069, USA. 

Used by permission. CCLI 109319 
 


