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Bethlehem Lutheran Church Wagga Wagga 

7th Sunday after Pentecost 

19th July, 2020  

The Triune God meets with us  

When we cry, ‘Abba! Father!’ it is the Spirit of God bearing witness with 

our spirit 

that we are children of God, 

and if children, then heirs, 

heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ.  (Rom 8:15-17 NRSV alt) 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen  

We confess our sins to God the Father… 

Friends in Christ:  

Let us confess our sins in the presence of God and of each other. 

We confess to you, almighty God, before the whole company of 

heaven, and to each other, that we have sinned in thought, word and 

deed, by our own fault. 

Have mercy on us, for Jesus’ sake, forgive us all our sins, and bring us to 

eternal life. Amen. 

…and God forgives us 

May the almighty and merciful Lord grant us pardon and forgiveness of 

all our sins. 

Amen. 

Jesus leads us as we pray 

The Lord be with you 

And also with you. 

Let us pray for hope for our final redemption. [silence] 

Teach us, Jesus our Saviour, to live with patience here on earth, 

confident that you will finally take us, with all your faithful people, to be 

with you forever. 
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For you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

Amen. 

1st Reading – God speaks through his prophets 

Isaiah 44:6-8 God is the first and last- the only God 

6 “This is what the Lord says- 

    Israel’s King and Redeemer, the Lord Almighty: 

I am the first and I am the last; 

    apart from me there is no God. 
7 Who then is like me? Let him proclaim it. 

    Let him declare and lay out before me 

what has happened since I established my ancient people, 

    and what is yet to come- 

    yes, let them foretell what will come. 
8 Do not tremble, do not be afraid. 

    Did I not proclaim this and foretell it long ago? 

You are my witnesses. Is there any God besides me? 

    No, there is no other Rock; I know not one.” 

This is the word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God 

We respond with Psalm 86:11-17 

11 Teach me your way, Lord, 

    that I may rely on your faithfulness; 

give me an undivided heart, 

    that I may fear your name. 
12 I will praise you, Lord my God, with all my heart; 

    I will glorify your name forever. 
13 For great is your love toward me; 

    you have delivered me from the depths, 

    from the realm of the dead. 
14 Arrogant foes are attacking me, O God; 

    ruthless people are trying to kill me— 
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    they have no regard for you. 
15 But you, Lord, are a compassionate and gracious God, 

    slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness. 
16 Turn to me and have mercy on me; 

    show your strength in behalf of your servant; 

save me, because I serve you 

    just as my mother did. 
17 Give me a sign of your goodness, 

    that my enemies may see it and be put to shame, 

    for you, Lord, have helped me and comforted me. 

2nd Reading – God speaks through his apostles 

Romans 8:12-25 Our future glory is beyond compare 

12 Therefore, brothers and sisters, we have an obligation—but it is not to 

the flesh, to live according to it. 13 For if you live according to the flesh, 

you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the misdeeds of the 

body, you will live. 

14 For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God. 15 

The Spirit you received does not make you slaves, so that you live in fear 

again; rather, the Spirit you received brought about your adoption to 

sonship. And by him we cry, “Abba, Father.” 16 The Spirit himself testifies 

with our spirit that we are God’s children. 17 Now if we are children, then 

we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in 

his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory. 

18 I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the 

glory that will be revealed in us. 19 For the creation waits in eager 

expectation for the children of God to be revealed. 20 For the creation 

was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of the 

one who subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself will be liberated 

from its bondage to decay and brought into the freedom and glory of the 

children of God. 

22 We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of 

childbirth right up to the present time. 23 Not only so, but we ourselves, 
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who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly 

for our adoption to sonship, the redemption of our bodies. 24 For in this 

hope we were saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes 

for what they already have? 25 But if we hope for what we do not yet 

have, we wait for it patiently. 

This is the word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God 

Gospel Reading – God speaks through Jesus 

Matthew 13:24-30,36-43 The parable of the weeds 

24 Jesus told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a man 

who sowed good seed in his field. 25 But while everyone was sleeping, his 

enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and went away. 26 

When the wheat sprouted and formed heads, then the weeds also 

appeared. 

27 “The owner’s servants came to him and said, ‘Sir, didn’t you sow good 

seed in your field? Where then did the weeds come from?’ 

28 “‘An enemy did this,’ he replied. 

“The servants asked him, ‘Do you want us to go and pull them up?’ 

29 “‘No,’ he answered, ‘because while you are pulling the weeds, you may 

uproot the wheat with them. 30 Let both grow together until the harvest. 

At that time I will tell the harvesters: First collect the weeds and tie them 

in bundles to be burned; then gather the wheat and bring it into my 

barn.’” 

36 Then he left the crowd and went into the house. His disciples came to 

him and said, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds in the field.” 

37 He answered, “The one who sowed the good seed is the Son of Man. 38 

The field is the world, and the good seed stands for the people of the 

kingdom. The weeds are the people of the evil one, 39 and the enemy 

who sows them is the devil. The harvest is the end of the age, and the 

harvesters are angels. 
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40 “As the weeds are pulled up and burned in the fire, so it will be at the 

end of the age. 41 The Son of Man will send out his angels, and they will 

weed out of his kingdom everything that causes sin and all who do evil. 42 

They will throw them into the blazing furnace, where there will be 

weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43 Then the righteous will shine like the 

sun in the kingdom of their Father. Whoever has ears, let them hear. 

This is the gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

Lord Jesus, thank you for sowing good seed in the world. 

May we be like wheat, not weeds. 

Amen. 

We meditate on the hymn ‘Come, Holy Ghost, God and Lord!’ 

1 Come, Holy Ghost, God and Lord! 

Be all Thy graces now out poured 

On each believer's mind and heart; 

Thy fervent love to them impart. 

Lord, by the brightness of Thy light, 

Thou in the faith dost men unite 

Of every land and every tongue; 

This to Thy praise, O Lord, our God, be sung. 

Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 

 

2 Thou holy Light, Guide Divine, 

Oh, cause the Word of Life to shine! 

Teach us to know our God aright 

And call Him Father with delight. 

From every error keep us free; 

Let none but Christ our Master be 

That we in living faith abide, 

In Him, our Lord, with all our might confide. 

Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 

 

3 Thou holy Fire, Comfort true, 
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Grant us the will Thy work to do 

And in Thy service to abide; 

Let trials turn us not aside. 

Lord, by Thy power prepare each heart 

And to our weakness strength impart 

That bravely here we may contend, 

Through life and death to Thee, our Lord, ascend. 

Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 
Author: Martin Luther 

Used by permission. CCLI 109319 

God speaks to us 

The LCA provides this sermon edited for lay-reading, with thanks to the 

original author. 

The Text: Romans 8:12-25 

 

How many of you have seen the story of Annie? Annie is a curly red-

haired little child in an orphan home, whose life entails scrubbing floors, 

wearing drab looking clothes, and trying to run away from the 

orphanage. Annie is selected during a publicity campaign to be 

temporarily adopted by the billionaire Daddy Warbucks. However, Daddy 

Warbucks and his assistant grow attached to Annie and adopt her after 

an evil scheme failed by those who want the reward for finding Annie’s 

birth parents. Annie’s new parents even help give a better life to the 

other kids in the orphanage.  

It’s the same for those who have adopted children as their own. The 

parents love and care for them as their children and call them their own. 

The children respond by calling their parents Mum and Dad.  

That’s the language Paul gives us when he says: “We have received the 

Spirit of Sonship and by him we cry Abba, Father.” We are God’s much-

loved children. Not only that we are co-heirs with God’s Son Jesus. We 

are brothers and sisters to Jesus. This means that God gives us what he 

gives to Jesus. He gives us his Spirit, he gives us eternal life, and 
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encourages us to come to him in confidence to ask for what we need.   

But there is a price to being co-heirs with Christ. As Paul writes, now if we 

are children, then we are heirs, heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if 

indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may share in his glory. 

What is described sounds like relationships within a family and a 

household. As a child to your parents, you don’t expect everything to be 

given to you on a silver platter. There are chores that need to be done 

within the family unit. You may have to do jobs you don’t like to do. But 

you know this is what is required of you as a family member, and you do 

it. Even though sometimes it takes a bit of convincing by parents. Not 

doing it may lead to suffering. 

The ultimate suffering Christ went through was his suffering and death. 

In the world, this type of persecution is still happening. What are we 

called to suffer? To live as Jesus’ brothers and sisters is to give up our 

rights and seek to serve. To resist pressures to conform to the world as 

we live in the world. 

Let’s use the image from the gospel reading for the day. The field was 

planted with good seed. It was going to be a beautiful crop as it grew to 

maturity. But an enemy sowed weeds among the wheat, and as the crop 

matured, the crop was threatened as it grew with the weeds. The 

workers nearly made things worse by trying to take control of the 

situation and pull up the weeds. At the owner's insistence, he told the 

workers to wait till the harvest, because in removing the weeds you 

might also uproot the wheat. 

Even as we wait for our redemption, we live in the world of sin planted 

by the enemy. Sin brings with it suffering that may cause us to suffer, 

even try to weaken our faith. If we take our eyes off Jesus and his word, 

our faith can easily be choked by the weeds that surround us and even in 

us because of our human nature. 

To live as a child of God in this world does include suffering. The pain of 

rejection by friends who do conform to the pressures of the world which 

involves things we know God will not approve of. Serving others involves 
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giving of our time and talents when sometimes, we just want time to 

ourselves. It may involve speaking against words or actions, when you 

know others will reject what you say.  

Yet Paul writes, “I consider that our present sufferings are not worth 

comparing with the glory that will be revealed to us. Not only us but for 

all creation. Even creation waits in eager expectation for the sons of God 

to be revealed. Sin has caused all creation to fall from the very good state 

in which God created it.” 

As we read in Genesis 3:17-19 where God spoke to Adam: “Cursed is the 

ground because of you; through painful toil you will eat food from it all 

the days of your life. It will produce thorns and thistles for you, and you 

will eat the plants of the field. By the sweat of your brow you will eat 

your food until you return to the ground, since from it you were taken; 

for dust, you are and to dust you will return.” 

The entire creation became subjected to sin along with Adam and Eve, 

and as a result, it is not as beautiful as it was before Adam sinned. The 

ground is not as productive as it could be. The entire creation was 

changed in ways we do not completely understand. Creation itself is 

subject to decay. Paul gives an image of creation—groaning as in the 

pains of childbirth.  

How have we seen this happen? Perhaps creation has groaned with the 

sound of trees cracking and breaking, as land has been cleared for 

humanity to make a living from the ground cursed from the sin of 

humanity. Perhaps creation groans in drought and floods, earthquakes 

and cyclones.  

As God’s children, we live in this world which is physically decaying and 

infected spiritually by our sin and the sins of the world, but we place our 

hope in glorious freedom as children of God. 

We look forward to the new heavens and the new earth that God has 

promised. The new order where God frees the world from the bondage 

of sin, sickness, evil, death and decay.  Where all creation will be restored 

to perfection and will be as God intends it to be. 
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Where we will have new bodies, no more suffering, once again drink 

from the waters of the river of life, and live face to face with Jesus. While 

we hope for what we do not yet see, we wait for it patiently, for we know 

that through our baptism into Christ’s death and resurrection and 

through faith in Jesus, we have already been saved. Yet at the same, we 

are still being saved because this new heaven and the new earth has not 

yet come.  

And so, with all creation we groan as we wait for our redemption as we 

live in this world that is infected by the sins of the world, and the curse 

that is put on creation because of sin of humanity.  

We wait with creation itself for the time when all will be restored in the 

new heaven and the new earth. This is the freedom and the hope in 

which the Holy Spirit joins with our spirit to wait in eager expectation. 

The Holy Spirit is God’s guarantee of eternal life for those who believe in 

Him. The Holy Spirit testifies with our spirit, we have received the Spirit 

of Sonship—the Spirit who gives us faith through which we share in the 

same relationship with the Father as Jesus has as the Son, and the same 

privileges and favour. As our lives bear the marks of Jesus’ life, we grow 

in hope that we, too, are God’s beloved daughters and sons who are 

blessed with the hope of freedom. 

Amen. 

We confess our faith in the Triune God 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

was crucified, dead, and buried.  

He descended into hell. 

The third day he rose again from the dead.  

He ascended into heaven,  
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and sits at the right hand of God, the Father almighty,  

from thence he will come to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the holy catholic* church, 

the communion of saints,  

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body,  

and the life everlasting.   

Amen. 
* ‘catholic’ here meaning 'universal' 

We meditate on the hymn ‘My Hope Is Built On Nothing Less’ 

1 My hope is built on nothing less 

than Jesus' blood and righteousness; 

no merit of my own I claim, 

but wholly lean on Jesus' name: 

 

On Christ, the solid rock, I stand; 

all other ground is sinking sand. 

 

2 When darkness veils his lovely face 

I rest on his unchanging grace; 

in every high and stormy gale 

my anchor holds and will not fail: 

 

On Christ, the solid rock, I stand; 

all other ground is sinking sand. 

 

3 His oath, his covenant, and his blood 

support me in the raging flood; 

when everything around gives way, 

he then is all my hope and stay; 

 

On Christ, the solid rock, I stand; 
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all other ground is sinking sand. 

 

4 And when I leave for worlds unseen, 

O may I then be found in him, 

clothed in his righteousness alone, 

faultless to stand before the throne: 

 

On Christ, the solid rock, I stand; 

all other ground is sinking sand. 
Edward Mote 1797-1874, alt. 

Used by permission. CCLI 109319 

We give of ourselves 

We thank you, Lord, for giving us your Spirit and making us your own. 

Help us to live as your children among those around us. 

Keep us faithful, serving you and other people. 

Amen. 

We pray for others 

God has given us his Spirit, and by the Spirit we pray to him as our Father. 

So let us bring our requests to God. 

Almighty God and Creator, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. How majestic 

is your name in all the earth. We praise and thank you for making and 

upholding all things day by day. For our bodies and minds with all their 

powers, for food and clothing, home and family, daily work and all we 

need from day to day, we give you thanks. Open our eyes and ears to 

your creative presence in our daily lives; and open the eyes of our hearts 

to your Son through your word. 

Lord in your mercy: hear our prayer 

We thank you for your new creation – your church, the body of your Son 

– in whom we receive grace and mercy. Bless and protect your church 

throughout the world that she may preach the gospel in all its truth 

unhindered to all people. Equip the leaders of our church, and today we 

commend to you our Bishop John Henderson and our District Bishop 
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Robert Bartholameus. By your Holy Spirit enable them to carry out their 

callings with joy, strength and wisdom.   

Lord in your mercy: hear our prayer 

We thank you for ordering our country and society by means of our 

government and elected leaders. Bless those in positions of responsibility 

that they may willingly strive for truth and justice, and so be your 

instruments of care and protection. We particularly pray that they would 

continue to grant freedom of religious expression so that the church may 

publicly declare that there is no salvation apart from your Son Jesus 

Christ. 

Lord in your mercy: hear our prayer 

Grant your healing and peace to all we know are unwell or undergoing 

medical treatment. Today we commit to you (insert names). Watch over 

them, give them confidence in your good and gracious will for them and 

guide the surgeons, doctors, nurses and other health professionals who 

care for them. 

Lord in your mercy: hear our prayer 

Graciously protect us from fire and flood, from war and disease, from 

famine and strife and from every kind of disaster. Support all people in 

their proper vocation, particularly those who are overworked and those 

whose work is difficult and dangerous. Help all those who are 

unemployed or underemployed to find suitable work. Bless our arts and 

culture, our science and technology. Be with all widows and widowers, 

and provide for all children who have lost their parents. Comfort those 

who are lonely and those who mourn the loss of loved ones. 

Lord in your mercy: hear our prayer 

Almighty and merciful Father, hear us, your children, as we bring our 

prayers to you. We ask this in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 

Amen. 

We pray the prayer of Jesus 
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Our Father in heaven,  

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done,  

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. Matt 6:9-13 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. 

Amen. 

The Triune God sends us out with blessing 

May Christ, the Sun of Righteousness, shine on us and make us ready to 

meet him when he comes in glory.     

And the blessing of almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be with us 

always. 

Amen. 

We meditate on the song ‘Spirit of God’ 

1 Spirit of God, in the clear running water, 

Blowing to greatness the trees on the hill; 

Spirit of God, in the finger of morning, 

 

Fill the earth, bring it to birth, 

And blow where you will. 

Blow, blow, blow, till I be 

But breath of the Spirit blowing in me. 

 

2 Down in the meadows the willows are moaning, 

Sheep in the pasture land cannot lie still. 

Spirit of God, creation is groaning: 
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Fill the earth, bring it to birth, 

And blow where you will. 

Blow, blow, blow, till I be 

But breath of the Spirit blowing in me. 

 

3 I saw the scar of a year that lay dying, 

Heard the lament of a lone whip-poor-will, 

Spirit of God, see that cloud crying: 

 

Fill the earth, bring it to birth, 

And blow where you will. 

Blow, blow, blow, till I be 

But breath of the Spirit blowing in me. 

 

4 Spirit of God, every man's heart is lonely, 

Watching and waiting and hungry until - 

Spirit of God, man longs that you only fill: 

 

Fill the earth, bring it to birth, 

And blow where you will. 

Blow, blow, blow, till I be 

But breath of the Spirit blowing in me. 
Sr. Miriam Therese Winter 

Used by permission. CCLI 109319 

Announcements 

 


