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Bethlehem Lutheran Church Wagga Wagga 

1st Sunday after Epiphany/Baptism of our Lord 

10th January, 2021  
 

The Triune God meets with us  

John testified, I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, 

and it remained on him.  (John 1:32 NRSV) 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen  

We sing the song ‘Father welcomes’ (ATN 4) 

Father welcomes all his children  

to his fam'ly through his Son; 

Father giving his salvation,  

Life for ever has been won. 

 

1. Little children, come to me,  

for my kingdom is of these, 

Life and love I have to give,  

Mercy for your sin. 

 

Father welcomes all his children  

to his fam'ly through his Son; 

Father giving his salvation,  

Life for ever has been won. 

 

2.  In the water, in the Word, 

in his promise, be assured: 

He who is baptized and believes 

Shall be born again. 

 

Father welcomes all his children  

to his fam'ly through his Son; 

Father giving his salvation,  

Life for ever has been won. 
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3.  Let us daily die to sin; 

let us daily rise with him - 

Walk in the love of Christ our Lord, 

Live in the peace of God. 

 

Father welcomes all his children  

to his fam'ly through his Son; 

Father giving his salvation,  

Life for ever has been won. 
© 1973 Robin Mann  

Accompaniment David Woods.  

First published in TURNING POINT OF TIME (Rodan Publ.) 

Used by permission. CCLI 109319 

We confess our sins to God the Father… 

We lay down our sins and burdens before God 

Let us confess our sins in the presence of God and of each other. 

We confess to you, almighty God, before the whole company of heaven, 

and to each other, that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, by our 

own fault. Have mercy on us, for Jesus’ sake, forgive us all our sins, and 

bring us to eternal life. Amen. 

…and God forgives us 

May the almighty and merciful Lord grant us pardon and forgiveness of all our 

sins. 

Amen. 

Restore us again, O God our Saviour. 

Do not be angry with us any longer. 

Jesus leads us as we pray 

The Lord be with you 

And also with you. 

Let us pray that we live as God’s baptised children. [silence] 

Loving Father, you anointed Jesus at his baptism with the Holy Spirit, and 

revealed him as your dear Son. 

Thank you for making us your children by water and the Spirit. Keep us 

faithful to you throughout our lives. We ask this through Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
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forever. 

Amen. 

1st Reading – God speaks through his prophets 

Genesis 1:1-5 In the beginning God creates light  

1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2 Now the earth was 

formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of 

God was hovering over the waters. 

3 And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4 God saw that the light 

was good, and he separated the light from the darkness. 5 God called the light 

“day,” and the darkness he called “night.” And there was evening, and there was 

morning—the first day. 

This is the word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God 

We respond with Psalm 29  

1 Ascribe to the Lord, you heavenly beings, 

    ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. 

2 Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name; 

    worship the Lord in the splendour of his holiness. 

3 The voice of the Lord is over the waters; 

    the God of glory thunders, 

    the Lord thunders over the mighty waters. 

4 The voice of the Lord is powerful; 

    the voice of the Lord is majestic. 

5 The voice of the Lord breaks the cedars; 

    the Lord breaks in pieces the cedars of Lebanon. 

6 He makes Lebanon leap like a calf, 

    Sirion like a young wild ox. 

7 The voice of the Lord strikes 

    with flashes of lightning. 

8 The voice of the Lord shakes the desert; 

    the Lord shakes the Desert of Kadesh. 
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9 The voice of the Lord twists the oaks 

    and strips the forests bare. 

And in his temple all cry, “Glory!” 

10 The Lord sits enthroned over the flood; 

    the Lord is enthroned as King forever. 

11 The Lord gives strength to his people; 

    the Lord blesses his people with peace. 

2nd Reading – God speaks through his apostles 

Acts 19:1-7 Paul baptises believers in Ephesus  

1 While Apollos was at Corinth, Paul took the road through the interior and 

arrived at Ephesus. There he found some disciples 2 and asked them, “Did you 

receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?” 

They answered, “No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.” 

3 So Paul asked, “Then what baptism did you receive?” 

“John’s baptism,” they replied. 

4 Paul said, “John’s baptism was a baptism of repentance. He told the people to 

believe in the one coming after him, that is, in Jesus.” 5 On hearing this, they were 

baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 6 When Paul placed his hands on them, 

the Holy Spirit came on them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied. 7 There 

were about twelve men in all. 

This is the word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God 

Gospel Reading – God speaks through Jesus 

Mark 1:4-11  

4 And so John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness, preaching a baptism of 

repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5 The whole Judean countryside and all the 

people of Jerusalem went out to him. Confessing their sins, they were baptized 

by him in the Jordan River. 6 John wore clothing made of camel’s hair, with a 

leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7 And this was 

his message: “After me comes the one more powerful than I, the straps of whose 

sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. 8 I baptize you with water, but 

he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 
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9 At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized by John in 

the Jordan. 10 Just as Jesus was coming up out of the water, he saw heaven being 

torn open and the Spirit descending on him like a dove. 11 And a voice came 

from heaven: “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.” 

This is the gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ, Light of the world. 

Thank you, Lord Jesus, for revealing yourself at your baptism as God’s dear Son. 

Fill us, your baptised children, with your Spirit. 

Amen. 

God speaks to His children 

QUIZ 

When he was baptised, God told us something even more important about him. 

God said: ‘You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased’. 

That is an important thing we need to know about Jesus. It tells us who he is. It 

tells us he is God’s son and loved by his father. And it tells us that his father is 

pleased with him.  

God the Father says to all of us, “You are my children, whom I love; with you I am 

pleased.” That is a wonderful thing to hear and to know. 

PRAYER 

Dear God, thank you for being our heavenly Father. Send us your Holy Spirit to 

rest on us and give us peace. Amen. 

We sing the song ‘I was there to hear your borning cry’ (ATOK 320) 

1. I was there to hear your borning cry;  

I'll be there when you are old. 

I rejoiced the day you were baptised 

to see your life unfold. 

I was there when you were but a child, 

with a faith to suit you well. 

In a blaze of light you wandered off 

to find where demons dwell. 

 

2. When you heard the wonder of the word, 

I was there to cheer you on. 
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You were raised to praise the living Lord, 

to whom you now belong. 

If you find someone to share your time 

and you join your hearts as one, 

I'll be there to make your verses rhyme 

from dusk till rising sun. 

 

3. In the middle ages of your life, 

not too old, no longer young, 

I'll be there to guide you through the night, 

complete what I've begun. 

When the evening gently closes in, 

and you shut your weary eyes, 

I'll be there as I have always been 

with just one more surprise. 

 

I was there to hear your borning cry;  

I'll be there when you are old. 

I rejoiced the day you were baptised 

to see your life unfold. 
Words and music: John Ylvisaker 

© 1985 John Ylvisaker, Box 321, Waverly, Iowa 50677, USA. 

Used by permission. CCLI 109319 

God speaks to us 

The LCA provides this sermon edited for lay-reading, with thanks to the original 

author. 

The Text: Mark 1:4-11 

 

As everyone’s been slowly getting back to work this week after the Christmas 

break, I’ve noticed there’s still a few decorations hanging around town. I guess 

you could say they’re symbolic of that lingering sense of celebration and a 

longing for the joy of the season to keep going. Christmas is such a high point in 

our lives and in the life of the church, that anything that follows runs the risk of 

paling into insignificance. Who or what can compare to a baby in a manger, 

camels and wise men, shepherds and angels singing God’s praises? The birth of 

our Lord Jesus captivates many people – even some people who aren’t Christian. 
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But I just about guarantee most don’t give his baptism a second thought today. 

By comparison with the story of Christmas today’s text may seem a little dull. 

Here we encounter Jesus’ wild cousin John once again. Preaching his fiery 

sermons and baptising people by the truck load. Into the midst of this crowd 

comes Jesus and without fanfare He too is baptised. No angelic chorus here. No 

gathering of wise men with gifts. Just Jesus with John, in the muddy Jordan River. 

Mark doesn’t even record John’s objection. This is an event that could’ve slipped 

past our attention without too much trouble – and yet here in Mark’s gospel it’s 

the very first thing we hear about Jesus – so it must be important. And while the 

crowds didn’t hear or see it, the entire Trinity is revealed in this act – Father, Son 

and Holy Spirit kicking off Jesus’ ministry – so again we’re reminded that 

significant things are under way here. 

Jesus’ baptism is important because in it God continues to fulfil what He began 

at Christmas. When Jesus was born of the Virgin Mary He took on our flesh. God 

Himself came to dwell in our midst, to be with us and to live the life we face. And 

yet He was different. He was God and man – facing everything we do, we’re told, 

and yet He was without sin. But in His baptism Jesus’ place among us sinners was 

completely secured. 

Let’s remember that John was baptising people who came in repentance for their 

sins, seeking forgiveness from God. So immediately we should be asking why was 

Jesus baptised? What did He have to repent of? And the answer of course, is 

nothing. There was no sin of His own that needed forgiving. But as He was 

washed by John, Jesus took on the sin and guilt of the whole world. He allowed 

Himself to be counted among the sinners – becoming one with us and taking 

hold of our sin that He might carry it to the cross and grave. At His birth God was 

joined with our flesh and blood so that He could be with us. And in His baptism, 

Jesus voluntarily joins Himself to our sin so that He can overcome it. 

Nothing outstanding caught the eyes of those looking on as Jesus climbed out of 

the water. His baptism looked the same as the multitude that had gone before. 

But as Mark records, this is an event of cosmic proportions. Jesus’ baptism tears 

heaven wide open as God’s long awaited salvation moves one step closer. The sin 

and guilt and shame that closed heaven to us sinners was being shifted onto the 

One who could bear it’s load and defeat it’s power. And so the wall of sin that cut 

us off from God is ripped apart as Jesus starts carrying the burden of our sin in a 

three year journey toward the cross. 
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We need to see the picture Mark is using here. This is no gentle opening of a 

doorway. The word Mark uses to describe what happens to the heavens is the 

same kind of word you’d use to describe the vicious tear that occurs when you 

hit a bit of red gum in just the right spot with a block splitter. This is a violent 

tearing apart of the barrier God had been waiting to destroy. And it all starts 

when Jesus accepts our sin as His own by being baptised. 

Because Jesus so willingly goes into that river and receives a sinner’s baptism this 

text if full of good news for us. But let’s remember without His baptism this text 

would be anything but good news. John the Baptist preached the Law of God 

without compromise. Through him God revealed the hearts of every one of us 

and laid our sin out for all to see. His preaching drove even the most self 

righteous to their knees in repentance because it condemned their sin without 

chance of excuse. But when Jesus is baptised this proclamation no longer 

condemns those who have faith in Christ – instead it condemns Jesus in our 

place. It still exposes our sin but it lays it all on Jesus so that heaven can remain 

wide open to you and me. This simple, unremarkable looking event in the Jordan 

has guaranteed that for us. 

Why do we need to hear this again this morning? Because as we look around us 

today there still seems to be nothing very remarkable happening in the world to 

assure us of God’s presence and grace. Nothing to confirm that heaven is open 

to us. In fact the very opposite seems to be true. As you struggle with decreased 

income from careful retirement investments you might wonder why God allows 

such hardship to befall you. As you watch on as violence consumes different 

parts of the world again and again and children and civilians are killed, you might 

question God’s goodness and power. As the sun heats up and drought feels like 

it’s on our doorstep still, you could start to think God has forgotten about you. 

That He has closed up heaven and taken away His blessings. 

But Jesus’ baptism proclaims that this gaping hole in heaven is real. His baptism 

shows us the fullness of His love and grace as He becomes our scapegoat, as He 

deals with our sin and death, so that we can be certain of our standing before 

God regardless of what we face here and now. No matter what our feelings are 

telling us at any particular moment, the heavens are definitely open, declares the 

baptism of our Lord. No matter what our mood, the heavens are open. 

It’s no accident that the only other place in Mark’s gospel where he uses this 

word for tearing open the heaven occurs when Jesus breathes His last on the 

cross. At that point the curtain in the temple that cut the people off from God’s 
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holy presence was torn like the heavens were above the Jordan three years 

earlier. Proclaiming to all the world that sin and death are no longer strong 

enough to keep us locked out of heaven. Jesus’ baptism led to His death as a 

sinner in our place. Baptism and crucifixion have torn the heavens wide open for 

you and for me. And after this day by the Jordan the babe born in Bethlehem is 

revealed to be even more  Immanuel, God with us, than we thought before. 

When you and I were baptised, our sins were washed off us by water and the 

Word joined together as Jesus’ commanded. But in Jesus' Baptism in the Jordan, 

it’s reversed. In His baptism the sins of all the world are washed onto Him so that 

He can drag them up Calvary’s hill and put them to death once and for all! It is 

this work that pleased the Heavenly Father because it opened heaven to all with 

faith. What’s more it enabled God the Father to look on us through the waters of 

our baptism and say, “You are my son, my daughter, with you I am well pleased 

because your sins are forgiven in Jesus’ name.” Amen. 

We confess our faith in the Triune God 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

was crucified, dead, and buried.  

He descended into hell. 

The third day he rose again from the dead.  

He ascended into heaven,  

and sits at the right hand of God, the Father almighty,  

from thence he will come to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the holy catholic* church, 

the communion of saints,  

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body,  

and the life everlasting.   

Amen. 
* ‘catholic’ here meaning 'universal' 

We sing the song ‘The light of Christ’ (ATA 126) 
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The light of Christ has come into the world, 

The light of Christ has come into the world. 

 

1. All men must be born again to see the kingdom of God; 

The water and the Spirit bring new life in God’s love: 

 

The light of Christ has come into the world, 

The light of Christ has come into the world. 

 

2. God gave up His only Son out of love for the world, 

So that all men who believe in Him will live forever: 

 

The light of Christ has come into the world, 

The light of Christ has come into the world. 

 

3. The light of God has come to us so that we might have salvation; 

From the darkness of our sins we walk into glory with Christ Jesus: 

 

The light of Christ has come into the world, 

The light of Christ has come into the world. 
Words and music: Donald Fishel © Donald Fishel. 

Used by permission. CCLI 109319 

We give of ourselves 

Gracious God, we thank you for Jesus and for being made your own children. 

Teach us to live as your precious people, filled with your Holy Spirit, doing 

what you want us to do. 

Amen. 

We pray for others 

In the waters of baptism we were made God’s children and called to serve one 

another as we have been served by Christ.  Therefore let us pray for one another 

and for all people who will not or cannot pray for themselves. 

Dear heavenly Father, we give you thanks and praise that in your mercy you 

brought us to baptism, and there gave us Jesus’ holiness in exchange for our sin 

and impurity.  Thank you for our parents who brought us up in the faith and to 

baptism, thank you for those other people whom you used to bring us the 

gospel, and thank you for our pastors and teachers in the faith. 
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Lord, in your mercy…hear our prayer. 

We pray for the baptised people of God, that we may hang on to your promises 

in true faith, especially when we experience the wilderness of sin and evil within, 

and temptations and trials from outside.  Strengthen us with your Holy Spirit so 

that Jesus’ victory may be our victory. 

Lord, in your mercy…hear our prayer. 

We pray for all people, that the good news of Christ will be proclaimed and 

heard by all people, and that many will believe and be baptised.  To this end, 

send and support pastors, missionaries, teachers, and lay people able to give 

truthful and loving witness to Christ. 

Lord, in your mercy…hear our prayer. 

Have mercy on those in need, those who are struggling because of domestic 

violence and break-down, those who are suffering from harmful behaviour and 

hurting relationships.  Heal, restore, and renew dear Lord. 

Lord, in your mercy…hear our prayer. 

We pray for the sick, those who are disabled, those in hospital, those facing 

death.  Show them the light of the gospel, provide helpers and carers and 

medical resources, and heal both body and soul.  Be with those among us who 

are sick or recovering from surgery, and in particular (insert names), and others 

whom we name in our hearts… (brief silence) 

Lord, in your mercy…hear our prayer. 

Heavenly Father, you have shown us your love and salvation in the baptism of 

your Son.  Accept these prayers of your children in the name of Jesus Christ, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.   

Amen. 

We pray the prayer of Jesus 

Our Father in heaven,  

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done,  

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 
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as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. Matt 6:9-13 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. 

Amen. 

The Triune God sends us out with blessing 

God the Father show you the light of his glory in the face of his Son, so that you 

may be a light to the world; . . . 

Go in peace. Live as new people, the baptised children of God. 

Thanks be to God.   

Amen. 

We sing the hymn ‘Songs of thankfulness and praise’ (LHS 47) 

1.  Songs of thankfulness and praise, 

Jesus, Lord, to you we raise; 

you were shown by heaven's star 

to the wise men from afar; 

branch of royal David's stem 

in your birth at Bethlehem: 

songs of praise to you alone, 

God in human form made known. 

 

2. You were shown at Jordan's stream, 

prophet, priest, and king supreme; 

in your Godhead you were shown, 

at the wedding feast made known; 

you were shown in power divine, 

changing water into wine: 

songs of praise to you alone, 

God in human form made known. 

 

3. You were shown in making whole 

crippled limbs and troubled soul; 

you were shown in valiant fight, 

quelling all the devil's might; 

you were shown in gracious will, 
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always bringing good from ill: 

songs of praise to you alone, 

God in human form made known. 

 

4. Sun and moon will darkened be, 

stars will fall, the heavens will flee; 

Christ will then like lightning shine, 

all will see his glorious sign, 

all will then the trumpet hear, 

all will see the judge appear: 

then to all will you be shown, 

God in human form made known. 

 

5. Grant us grace to see you, Lord, 

mirrored in your holy word; 

grant that we may be like you, 

pure, as you are pure and true; 

may we then your glory see 

at your great epiphany, 

praise and worship you alone, 

God in human form made known. 
Christopher Wordsworth 1807-85, 

revised David Schubert (1998) 

Used by permission. CCLI 109319 

Announcements 


