
2nd Sunday after Pentecost – 14th June 2020 

WE CALL ON THE NAME OF GOD 

In the name of the Father and of the Son † and of the Holy Spirit. Matt 28:19 

Amen. 

WE PRAY FOR DEDICATION IN FOLLOWING JESUS 

Jesus, our Saviour, thank you for giving up everything for us, and making us your people. Live within us, and 

teach us to follow you without counting the cost. For you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever.  

Amen. 

 

GOD SPEAKS THROUGH THE PROPHETS 

Exodus 19:2–8a A kingdom of priests, a holy nation 

 

Context: God had heard the cries of the Israelites who were enslaved in Egypt. He sent Moses as his servant 

to free his people. God defeated the Egyptians through a series of plagues and in the waters of the Red Sea. 

God and his people now meet together at Mt Sinai. 

 
2 After the Israelites set out from Rephidim and came to the Wilderness of Sinai, they camped in the 

wilderness. Israel camped there in front of the mountain. 
3 Moses went up to God, and the LORD called to him from the mountain, “This is what you are to say to the 

house of Jacob and to tell the people of Israel: 4 ‘You have seen what I did to the Egyptians and how I 

carried you on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself. 5 Now if you will carefully listen to my voice and 

keep my covenant, then you will be my special treasure out of all the nations, although the entire earth is 

mine. 6 You will be my kingdom of priests and my holy nation.’ These are the words that you are to speak to 

the Israelites.” 
7 Moses went and summoned the elders of the people, and he set before them all these words that the 

LORD had commanded him. 8 All the people answered together, “Everything that the LORD has said, we will 

do.” 

 

• God not only saved his people and declares them to be his special treasure, but now he calls them 

to serve as priests to the nations. A priest is to keep listening to God’s voice as he tells us of his holy 

plans for us. A priest will pray on behalf of others, knowing God will hear our prayers and act with 

mercy and compassion. 

• Thinking of your family, your church, your community and the world, who (or what) needs your 

prayers right now? Spend time in prayer, trusting God will listen to you. 

 

WE RESPOND WITH PSALM 100 

1 Shout to the LORD with joy, all the earth. 
2 Serve the LORD with gladness. 

Come before him with joyful songs. 
3 Know that the LORD is God. 

He made us, and we are his.  

We are his people, the sheep of his pasture. 
4 Enter his gates with thanksgiving, 

his courtyards with praise. 

Give thanks to him and bless his name.  
5 For the LORD is good. His mercy endures forever. 

His faithfulness continues through all generations. 



 

• God calls us his people. He cares for us as a loving shepherd cares for his sheep. In response to his 

goodness and mercy, we respond with praise and thanksgiving. 

• What has God done for you that you’re thankful for? 

 

GOD SPEAKS THROUGH THE APOSTLES  

Romans 5:1–8 Christ died for the ungodly 

 

Context: So far in Paul’s letter to the Romans, he’s talked about the unrighteousness of all humans (which 

deserves his righteous judgment) and how we’re justified and made righteous through faith in Christ. 

 
1 Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
2 Through him we also have obtained access by faith into this grace in which we stand. And we rejoice 

confidently on the basis of our hope for the glory of God. 
3 Not only this, but we also rejoice confidently in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces 

patient endurance, 4 and patient endurance produces tested character, and tested character produces hope. 
5 And hope will not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured out into our hearts by the Holy 

Spirit, who was given to us. 
6 For at the appointed time, while we were still helpless, Christ died for the ungodly. 7 It is rare indeed that 

someone will die for a righteous person. Perhaps someone might actually go so far as to die for a person 

who has been good to him. 8 But God shows his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ 

died for us. 

 

• The Lutheran Study Bible says of these verses: 

We naturally seek to avoid pain and suffering. Yet, there are times when suffering is unavoidable. 

Focused on Christ’s suffering, death, and resurrection, we know that suffering is not the whole story. 

God will use afflictions for our good and to bless others. He will keep His promises, and we will 

overcome our sufferings by faith. Engelbrecht, E. A. (2009). The Lutheran Study Bible (p. 1917). St. Louis, MO: Concordia Publishing House. 

• This time of isolating restrictions has caused some people to suffer. Certainly, it has made most 

people learn to value what they have (or what they’re missing). What has God taught you through 

this time of restrictions? 

 

GOD SPEAKS THROUGH THE JESUS 

Matthew 9:35 – 10:8 Jesus sends out the Twelve 

 

Context: After Jesus was baptised, he was tempted in the wilderness. After this he began his public ministry 

by calling his first disciples and preaching his ‘sermon on the mount’ (chapters 5-7). He heals people, calms 

a storm, casts out a demon, calls Matthew, answers a question about fasting, raises a dead girl, heals a 

woman, restores sight to a blind man and heals a mute man so he could speak again. He’s been quite busy! 

The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few… 

 
35 Jesus traveled through all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the gospel of 

the kingdom, and healing every disease and every sickness. 
36 When he saw the crowds, he was moved with compassion for them, because they were troubled and 

downcast, like sheep without a shepherd. 37 Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the 

workers are few. 38 Therefore pray that the Lord of the harvest will send out workers into his harvest.” 
10:1 Jesus called his twelve disciples to himself and gave them authority to drive out unclean spirits and to 

heal every disease and every sickness. 2 These are the names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon (who is 

called Peter) and his brother Andrew; James the son of Zebedee and his brother John; 3 Philip and 

Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James the son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; 4 Simon 

the Zealot and Judas Iscariot, who betrayed him. 



5 Jesus sent these twelve out and commanded them, “Do not go among the Gentiles, and do not enter any 

town of the Samaritans. 6 Go instead to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 7 As you go, preach this 

message: ‘The kingdom of heaven is near!’ 8 Heal the sick. Raise the dead. Cleanse lepers. Drive out demons. 

Freely you have received; freely give.  

 

• Notice the similarity between the work of Jesus (9:35) and his instructions to the twelve apostles 

(10:1, 7-8). What they have received, they were to freely pass on.  

• What has God given you to pass on? 

 

A BRIEF REFLECTION ON GOD’S WORD 

Dear heavenly Father, send your Holy Spirit on us so we may receive comfort knowing Jesus has 

compassion on us. Amen. 

Jesus came. Jesus saw. Jesus had compassion. 

As he walked the holy land and talked his holy talk of proclaiming the kingdom of God, he saw his holy 

people. And what he saw moved him deeply.  

According to the bible version we heard earlier, he saw they were troubled and downcast. Another version 

says they were harassed and helpless.  

The first word used here describes people being troubled and worried by so many things, they were 

wearied by their worries. It’s like they’re being harassed and pressured by the world and all its troubles. The 

world’s answers weren’t providing the comfort, joy and peace they were looking for. They felt oppressed 

and burdened. 

This may also apply to you and me when we too are worried and wearied by what we see and experience.  

For example, you might see all the troubles facing the world, such as the threat of a virus which has caused 

us to stay away from each other. You might be worried about catching the virus. You might be fed up with 

all the changes we’ve had to adapt to. You might be wearied by the thought of how much longer all this is 

going to go on for. You might be frustrated by others who don’t do the right thing which threatens our 

freedom and safety. 

Perhaps you’re worried by all the recent media reports of racism and violence and rebellion. The media, in 

all its forms, are telling you what to think and feel and do. They don’t want you to question and ask and 

discern things for yourself. And so you might feel pushed and pulled to hold opinions which aren’t your 

own. You feel compelled to take on everyone else’s concerns and cries and pleas for justice and compassion 

and mercy. 

Maybe you’ve got other things which keep you up at night and adds to your anxiety. When you’re worried 

and stressed, peace and joy seems elusive and remote. 

As a result of all your worries and concerns, you might feel troubled and harassed. 

The other word used to describe God’s people is they feel thrown away. They were supposed to be a holy 

nation, a kingdom of priests, but they were being oppressed and downtrodden by the Romans. There may 

also be times you too feel dismissed, unimportant, forgotten and isolated. You might feel valueless, 

insignificant, and worthless. 

In a world filled with so much selfishness and self-centredness, it’s easy to feel forgotten and dismissed. 

Since people usually only care about themselves, why should they care for you? Sure, they might still keep 

in touch and make out they’re concerned, but do they really see you, care for you, and love you?  

Well, Jesus does. 

Just like he was able to see how the people around him were harassed and helpless, he sees you too.  

 



He sees what bothers you. He sees how much you’re burdened by worries and fears and anxiety. He sees 

how you’re pushed and pulled this way and that by the world’s lies and deceptions. He sees how you feel 

forgotten and unimportant. He sees you try to obtain peace and joy and comfort for yourself and how 

you’re ultimately let down by your efforts and the world’s futile answers. He sees your physical, emotional 

and spiritual needs. 

But Jesus has compassion on you. He doesn’t forget you. You’re important to him. He doesn’t want you to 

be troubled so much by your fears and worries, but he wants you to hear his good news of mercy, love and 

grace. He wants you to trust him. 

When you think of yourself and all the other harassed people in the world who feel pressured and worried 

and thrown away and unimportant, then the harvest is truly huge.  

We live in a world starving for good news, but the good news the world gives us only makes us want more. 

No matter what the world promises, it never really satisfies us. This is because our troubles go so much 

deeper than what we first think, which only Jesus Christ can answer through his sacrificial love.  

Unfortunately, we often want to deal only with the symptoms which troubles us. But Jesus wants to deal 

with the cause of our sickness and worries. The way he deals compassionately with our deeper worries and 

sicknesses is through the good news of his Kingdom, which he brings to completion through his suffering, 

death, and resurrection for the forgiveness of our sin. 

It’s not only you, but there are so many people who need to hear the good news of Jesus Christ.  

Just like you, they’re sick of hearing what they need to do or think or feel or say. They’re sick of feeling 

burdened by the pressures of society. They’re sick of feeling forgotten and dismissed because everyone’s 

too busy with their own issues.  

They need to hear everything’s been done for them by Jesus. They need to hear they’re forgiven and loved 

by Jesus. They need to hear Jesus cares for them and their needs. They need to hear Jesus is the one who 

sees their need and listens to their cries and speaks his words of comfort and grace. In other words, the 

gospel message of Jesus Christ still needs to be spoken and heard. 

The problem is there’s hardly any workers.  

As Jesus saw his people and all their worries and concerns and sicknesses and injuries and grief (and how 

the world’s answers always fall short), it was just him. He came, he saw, he had compassion. But if he was in 

one town, another town missed out. Since he was in the land of Israel, this meant the people in Australia 

were missing out. 

But Jesus knows what to do. Jesus sees the need and he has the answer. While he alone could pay the price 

for our forgiveness, life, and salvation, his plan involves sending more authorised workers into his harvest 

field to proclaim the good news, but the first step isn’t what we expect. 

We expect him to just send more workers. We might also have come to expect a selection process and a 

call meeting. But he says the first step involves you and me. You see, the first task is prayer. He tells us to 

pray to the Lord of the harvest.  

So, how much have you prayed to the Lord to send more workers? 

How much have you prayed for a new pastor who will speak the gospel to you? 

How much have you prayed for God to send someone who will see your needs, who will have compassion 

on you, and who will proclaim the gospel to you? 

If you haven’t, then what’s stopping you? Isn’t this what Jesus tells us to do? 

You see, when you pray, you’re entrusting the harvest into God’s hands. It’s not your harvest to prop up 

budgets or fill empty seats. It’s his harvest of worried and dismissed people who need to hear God’s gospel 

message so they might be forgiven and saved.  



Also, the people God sends, well, they’re not your workers. They’re God’s workers. They’re not here to 

entertain you or do the work you don’t want to do. They’re here to speak the gospel to you – the good 

news Jesus has done everything required for your forgiveness and salvation. They’re here to teach you to be 

faithful disciples who want to keep learning from Jesus your whole life long. 

So, pray for more faithful workers. Pray for those who prepare them. Pray they may see you and your needs 

and that they’ll have compassion on you. 

While you may wish for a powerful worker who will heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers and cast 

out demons, you need to keep on hearing the kingdom of heaven is near. Keep praying that Jesus will send 

you a faithful worker to do this. 

And when you receive a new pastor, know that Jesus himself brings the kingdom of heaven to you 

whenever your sins are forgiven by his authorised workers. Jesus himself brings the kingdom of heaven to 

you when you’re baptised in God’s Triune name. Jesus himself brings the kingdom of heaven to you when 

you receive his body and blood through faith.  

It’s helpful to know Jesus came, Jesus saw, and Jesus had compassion. 

He has compassion on you and forgives you. He has claimed you as his own through baptism and feeds 

you with his own body and blood. He calls you to trust he will let nothing and no-one stop you from being 

received into his eternal kingdom through faith. He will send you faithful co-workers to keep proclaiming 

these things to you, so that… 

… the peace of God, which surpasses all human understanding, will guard our hearts and minds in Christ 

Jesus. Amen. 

 

WE SING A SONG OR HYMN (OPTIONAL) 

What wondrous love is this https://vimeo.com/showcase/6931887/video/403457851 

The summons https://youtu.be/o469PRLdbHU 

 

WE CONFESS OUR FAITH  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried.  

He descended into hell. 

The third day he rose again from the dead.  

He ascended into heaven, and sits at the right hand of God, the Father almighty, from thence he 

will come to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic* church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.   

Amen. 

* ‘catholic’ here means the ‘whole’ church (not one denomination) as it confesses the wholeness of Christian doctrine. 

WE PRAY FOR OURSELVES AND THE WORLD 

Heavenly Father, since you demonstrated your great love for us by sending your Son to die for sinners, 

continue to reconcile your enemies to yourself. Help us to eagerly boast of our confidence in you and your 

love for us and all people. 

 

Lord, the harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few.  Send out faithful and caring pastors into your harvest 

field, that your Word may be proclaimed and your forgiveness, life, and peace may be delivered into the 

hearts and lives of people throughout the world. Bless those who prepare pastors, teachers and church 

workers, including those who serve at Australian Lutheran College. We also ask you to graciously provide a 

new pastor who will faithfully shepherd your people in this congregation.  

https://vimeo.com/showcase/6931887/video/403457851
https://youtu.be/o469PRLdbHU


 

Direct the leaders of this world to use the wisdom and skill you have given them for the good of all people. 

Guide our Queen, our prime minister, our premier and our local leaders so that together we may lead with 

wisdom and justice. Keep them from being corrupted by power, so they will use their authority in the right 

way, helping us to live in peace. Give them discernment so they judge carefully between the need to relax 

our social restrictions and the need to care for the vulnerable. 

 

Even as your Son and his apostles cast out unclean spirits and healed every kind of disease and sickness, 

continue to work the miracle of healing and well-being in your holy people, including Erwin Grosse, Noreen 

Smith, and Rachel Whiting, and those we name in our hearts. Sustain them in their afflictions and help them 

grow in confidence and hope in you. According to your gracious will, restore them to health and strength, 

so that they may boast to others of your mercy. 

 

Through all trials and tribulations, O Lord, keep before us the great love that you demonstrated in the 

suffering and death of your Son, Jesus Christ, that we may not lose hope. Comfort those who mourn the 

death of loved ones, giving them a firm confidence to trust that you have conquered death. Assure us all 

that nothing, not even death, will be able to separate us from your love that is in Christ Jesus, our Lord. 

 

Lord God, heavenly Father, in mercy hear our prayers, for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

WE PRAY THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in 

heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.  Amen.  

GOD BLESSES US 

May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us 

all.  

Amen. 


