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Bethlehem Lutheran Church Wagga Wagga 

8th Sunday after Pentecost 

26th July, 2020  

The Triune God meets with us  

Every student of the scriptures who becomes a disciple of the Kingdom 

is like someone who brings out new and old treasures from the 
storeroom. (Matt 13:52 CEV) 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen  

We confess our sins to God the Father… 
Friends in Christ:  

Let us confess our sins in the presence of God and of each other. 

We confess to you, almighty God, before the whole company of 
heaven, and to each other, that we have sinned in thought, word and 
deed, by our own fault. 
Have mercy on us, for Jesus’ sake, forgive us all our sins, and bring us to 
eternal life. Amen. 

…and God forgives us 

May the almighty and merciful Lord grant us pardon and forgiveness of 
all our sins. 

Amen. 

Jesus leads us as we pray 
The Lord be with you 
And also with you. 

Let us pray that we treasure the kingdom of God. [silence] 

Lead us, great and loving God, to desire, above everything, the gifts of 
your kingdom. 

Make us ready to renounce anything else, for the sake of your most 
precious gift, your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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Amen. 

1st Reading – God speaks through his prophets 

1 Kings 3:5-12 Solomon's prayer for wisdom 
5 At Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon during the night in a dream, 
and God said, ‘Ask for whatever you want me to give you.’ 
6 Solomon answered, ‘You have shown great kindness to your servant, 
my father David, because he was faithful to you and righteous and 
upright in heart. You have continued this great kindness to him and have 
given him a son to sit on his throne this very day. 
7 ‘Now, Lord my God, you have made your servant king in place of my 
father David. But I am only a little child and do not know how to carry out 
my duties. 8 Your servant is here among the people you have chosen, a 
great people, too numerous to count or number. 9 So give your servant a 
discerning heart to govern your people and to distinguish between right 
and wrong. For who is able to govern this great people of yours?’ 
10 The Lord was pleased that Solomon had asked for this. 11 So God said 
to him, ‘Since you have asked for this and not for long life or wealth for 
yourself, nor have asked for the death of your enemies but for 
discernment in administering justice, 12 I will do what you have asked. I 
will give you a wise and discerning heart, so that there will never have 
been anyone like you, nor will there ever be. 

This is the word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 

We respond with Psalm 119:129-136 
129 Your statutes are wonderful; 
    therefore I obey them. 
130 The unfolding of your words gives light; 
    it gives understanding to the simple. 
131 I open my mouth and pant, 
    longing for your commands. 
132 Turn to me and have mercy on me, 
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    as you always do to those who love your name. 
133 Direct my footsteps according to your word; 
    let no sin rule over me. 
134 Redeem me from human oppression, 
    that I may obey your precepts. 
135 Make your face shine on your servant 
    and teach me your decrees. 
136 Streams of tears flow from my eyes, 
    for your law is not obeyed. 

2nd Reading – God speaks through his apostles 

Romans 8:26-39 Nothing can separate us from the love of God 
26 In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know 
what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us 
through wordless groans. 27 And he who searches our hearts knows the 
mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for God’s people in 
accordance with the will of God. 
28 And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who 
love him, who have been called according to his purpose. 29 For those 
God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his 
Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers and sisters. 30 
And those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also 
justified; those he justified, he also glorified. 
31 What, then, shall we say in response to these things? If God is for us, 
who can be against us? 32 He who did not spare his own Son, but gave 
him up for us all – how will he not also, along with him, graciously give us 
all things? 33 Who will bring any charge against those whom God has 
chosen? It is God who justifies. 34 Who then is the one who condemns? 
No one. Christ Jesus who died – more than that, who was raised to life – 
is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us. 35 Who shall 
separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or 
persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? 36 As it is 
written: 
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‘For your sake we face death all day long; 

    we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.’ 
37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who 
loved us. 38 For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels 
nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 39 
neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 
separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

This is the word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 

Gospel Reading – God speaks through Jesus 

Matthew 13:31-33,44-52 Parables of the kingdom 
31 He told them another parable: ‘The kingdom of heaven is like a 
mustard seed, which a man took and planted in his field. 32 Though it is 
the smallest of all seeds, yet when it grows, it is the largest of garden 
plants and becomes a tree, so that the birds come and perch in its 
branches.’ 
33 He told them still another parable: ‘The kingdom of heaven is like yeast 
that a woman took and mixed into about thirty kilograms of flour until it 
worked all through the dough.’ 
44 ‘The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. When a man 
found it, he hid it again, and then in his joy went and sold all he had and 
bought that field. 
45 ‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for fine 
pearls. 46 When he found one of great value, he went away and sold 
everything he had and bought it. 
47 ‘Once again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was let down into 
the lake and caught all kinds of fish. 48 When it was full, the fishermen 
pulled it up on the shore. Then they sat down and collected the good fish 
in baskets, but threw the bad away. 49 This is how it will be at the end of 
the age. The angels will come and separate the wicked from the 
righteous 50 and throw them into the blazing furnace, where there will be 
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weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
51 ‘Have you understood all these things?’ Jesus asked. 

‘Yes,’ they replied. 
52 He said to them, ‘Therefore every teacher of the law who has become 
a disciple in the kingdom of heaven is like the owner of a house who 
brings out of his storeroom new treasures as well as old.’ 

This is the gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
Lord Jesus, thank you for revealing the kingdom of God to us. 

Keep us in your kingdom and help us to treasure it. 
Amen. 

Children’s Message 

Mustard Seeds and Yeast 

Size doesn't matter in the kingdom of heaven 

Scripture 

He told them another parable: "The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard 
seed, which a man took and planted in his field. Though it is the smallest 
of all your seeds, yet when it grows, it is the largest of garden plants and 
becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and perch in its 
branches." He told them still another parable: "The kingdom of heaven is 
like yeast that a woman took and mixed into a large amount of flour until 
it worked all through the dough." Matthew 13:31-33 (NIV) 

 

Today I brought with me two things that may not be familiar to some of 
you. 

- mustard seeds 

o tiny? They are the smallest seeds I have ever seen.  

- the yeast.  

o comes in very small packets.  
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- Both are very small, yet, in our Bible lesson today, the mustard seed 
and yeast are used by Jesus to describe what the kingdom of heaven 
is like. 

Jesus said, "The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed, which a man 
took and planted in his field. Though it is the smallest of all your seeds, 
yet when it grows, it is the largest of garden plants and becomes a tree, 
so that the birds of the air come and perch in its branches."  

- What can we learn from the mustard seed?  

o we are never too small to be important in God's eyes. You and I 
may be small, but we can help to grow the kingdom of God. 

Do you know what happens when you take a tiny amount of yeast and 
mix it with water and flour, salt and little bit of sugar?  

- The yeast spreads all through that mixture and produces dough that 
gives you big, soft, fluffy, delicious loaves of bread. The flour and 
water and sugar and salt just can't do it alone. The yeast has an 
affect on everything — just from one tiny piece.  

Jesus said, "The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and 
mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened."  

- He wants us, as part of his kingdom, helping to change the world so 
that everyone will know Jesus as their Saviour. 

 

The ministry of Jesus started very small—twelve men in an obscure 
corner of Galilee—but it has spread throughout the world. Like a small 
amount of yeast affects the entire loaf, the disciples of Jesus have 
affected the entire world. The nature of yeast is to grow and to change 
whatever it contacts. When we accept Christ, his grace grows in our 
hearts and changes us from the inside out. As the gospel changes lives, it 
changes the entire world. 

You may be small, but like the mustard seed and the yeast, you are 
important in the kingdom of heaven. 
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Father, help us to remember that size is not important in your kingdom. 
You can use even the smallest one of us to grow the kingdom and bring 
change to the world around us. In Jesus' name we pray. Amen. 

We meditate on the song ‘As the Deer Pants’ 

1 As the deer pants for the water, 
so my soul longs after you. 
You alone are my heart's desire, 
and I long to worship you. 
 
You alone are my strength my shield,  
to you alone will my spirit yield. 
You alone are my heart's desire,  
and I long to worship you. 

 
2 You're my friend and you are my brother  

even though you are a King. 
I love you more than any other,  
so much more than anything. 
 
You alone are my strength my shield,  
to you alone will my spirit yield. 
You alone are my heart's desire,  
and I long to worship you. 

 
3 I want you more than gold or silver,  

only you can satisfy. 
You alone are the real joy giver  
and the apple of my eye. 
 
You alone are my strength my shield,  
to you alone will my spirit yield. 
You alone are my heart's desire,  
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and I long to worship you. 
 

You alone are my strength my shield,  
to you alone will my spirit yield. 
You alone are my heart's desire,  
and I long to worship you. 

Words and music: Martin Nystrom Psalm 42 
© 1983 Maranatha! Music. All rights reserved. Admin. in Australasia by Scripture in 

Song, PO Box 17-161, Greenlane, Auckland 5, NZ. 
Used by permission. CCLI 109319 

God speaks to us 

The LCA provides this sermon edited for lay-reading, with thanks to the 
original author. 

The Text: Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52                

“Jesus told them another parable: ‘The kingdom of heaven is like a 
mustard seed, which a man took and planted in his field’” (v31).  

The game of Charades is an acting game in which one player acts out a 
word or phrase, often by miming similar-sounding words. The other 
players try and guess the word or phrase. The idea is to use physical 
rather than verbal language to convey the meaning to another party. The 
game of Charades can be very frustrating for both parties, especially if 
you are either struggling to be understood or struggling to understand. If 
you have played the game, chances are you have experienced both sides 
of the equation. 

The game aside, you might have carried out a charade in a real-life 
situation – such as when you tried to find a toilet in a non-English 
speaking country.  

We probably use charades more than we realise, given that a large 
percentage of communication is non-verbal. Apparently only 7% of our 
communication is conveyed through actual words, whilst the rest comes 
through the tone of our voice, facial expressions, gestures, posture and 
other non-verbal forms. Anyone who is married will know how just a look 
from your spouse can convey a whole world of meaning without any 



[9] 
 

words needing to be said.  

In our Gospel reading for today Jesus uses a series of parables (pictures 
or images from everyday life that teach about spiritual realities) in an 
endeavour to describe to his listeners what the kingdom of heaven is like. 
The attempts of Jesus to explain it made me think of this game of 
Charades. Jesus is teaching and his disciples and the crowds are 
struggling to understand. The reason for this confusion comes from a 
language barrier. But it is not a normal language barrier.  

The problem was not the linguistic differences between speaking 
Aramaic, Hebrew or Greek—the predominant languages spoken in Israel 
at that time. Jesus was not restricted to using physical rather than verbal 
language to convey his meaning. The real language barrier was the gulf 
separating heaven and earth, the divine and the human.   

How does one begin to describe the kingdom of heaven to those who are 
so accustomed to the kingdoms of this earth? You can’t use the normal 
language and descriptors because they just don’t apply. The kingdom of 
heaven is not like the kingdoms (nations/countries) of this earth.  

So, what is it like? How would you describe the kingdom of heaven to 
others? What words or images would you use to unpack God’s eternal 
truths in a temporal context? 

We have a tendency to think of it in expansive and elaborate terms. 
Surely God’s heavenly kingdom must be significantly greater than our 
experience of this world’s kingdoms. So we might speak of it in terms of 
how it far exceeds anything we can possibly imagine—it is bigger and 
better and brighter.  

But the kingdom of heaven is not like the kingdoms of this earth. It is not 
simply a bigger and better and brighter version of what we experience 
here on this earth. It can’t be adequately described by adding a few 
adverbs and some other superlatives to emphasize its magnificence.  

Jesus surprises us in the way he describes the kingdom of heaven. He 
surprises us in the parables he tells to convey its true meaning. Jesus tells 
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us that the kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed, it is like yeast, it is 
like treasure hidden in a field, it is like a pearl of great value and it is like a 
net that was let down into the lake. These are very ordinary images that 
are used to describe what must be the most extraordinary of truths—
God’s heavenly kingdom.  

A mustard seed!? Yeast!? Hidden treasure!? A single pearl!? A fishing 
net!? Surely not! Surely such things can’t possibly do justice to the task of 
painting a picture of the kingdom of heaven!  

But this is the picture that is painted by the one who should know what 
the kingdom of heaven is like. Jesus is the Son of God who came from 
heaven to reside with us here on this earth. He did it in order to bridge 
the gap between the two. 

And Jesus uses that which is unimpressive to impress upon us how 
distinctive God’s kingdom of heaven is from our normal experiences of 
the kingdoms of this earth. 

And it needs to be distinctive and different. For—let’s face it—we have 
had how-ever many thousands of years to build our own kingdoms and 
nations and what have we accomplished? Have we found an answer to 
the issues we face? Have we managed to establish a strong enough, big 
enough and successful enough kingdom to combat poverty and greed 
and violence and sickness and death? We live in a world where the 
different kingdoms can’t live at peace with each other. At any time in 
history conflicts are waged between kingdoms and nations, where they 
try to exert their strength. The kingdom of heaven is not like this—it is 
not like a bigger, more powerful version of what we already have. We 
don’t need that.  

The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that is planted in a field. It 
seems small and insignificant, just as the word of God that is sown in a 
person’s life seems the same. But that seed grows to become a plant that 
provides respite, just as God’s word grows in a person to produce good 
works that will bring blessings to the earth. 

So, the kingdom of heaven is seen at work when one person chooses to 
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forgive a wrong done to them rather than harbour feelings of anger and 
revenge.   

The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that is mixed into a large batch of 
flour. The yeast is hidden in that flour but it works all the way through it 
in such a way that all the flour is impacted by it. Likewise, the kingdom of 
heaven is not restricted by any border or limits established by the nations 
of this earth. It transcends cultural, political and geographical divides and 
defies any attempts to restrict its influence. 

So, the kingdom of heaven is at work even in those kingdoms where 
Christianity has been outlawed, though its true influence may be hidden 
from view for a time.   

And even though the kingdom of heaven is described in ordinary terms it 
is still beyond all earthly value. It is like that treasure hidden in a field and 
like that pearl of great value. That value is not always easily and instantly 
recognised, but when it is, there is nothing on this earth to compare to it. 
Both men in the parables sold everything they had in order to attain 
what they had now found.    

So it is with those who receive the kingdom of heaven. Their world view 
and system of values is altered completely because they find true worth 
in God’s blessings. 

King Solomon understood this. In 1 Kings 3:5-12, Solomon was presented 
with an incredible offer from God: ‘Ask for whatever you want me to give 
you’. He didn’t ask for wealth or long life or for power over his enemies—
all things that our world might place a high value on. Instead Solomon 
asked for a discerning heart and the ability to distinguish between right 
and wrong. Above everything else he wanted God’s values in his life and 
this was considered to be a truly wise approach to life. 

In addition to being given the wisdom he requested, God promised to 
give him wealth and honour as well—because all things are God’s to give. 

And that is why ‘the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was let down 
into the lake and caught all kinds of fish’. Regardless of what the 
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kingdoms of this earth claim as their own and regardless of whether 
people choose to acknowledge the sovereignty of God or not, it does not 
alter the fact that God’s kingdom is an all-pervading one. 

We don’t have to enforce the kingdom of heaven on this earth because, 
as the Psalmist declares, the earth is already ‘the Lord’s and everything in 
it, the world, and all who live in it’ (Psalm 24:1). In the Lord’s Prayer we 
pray: “Your kingdom come”. But Martin Luther said in his explanation of 
this prayer: “Indeed, the kingdom of God comes of itself even without 
our prayer; but we pray in this petition that it may come to us also”.  

The kingdom of heaven to which we belong is full of surprises. It is not 
like what we might often expect or even want at times. But despite the 
way it is hidden in the little and ordinary things, it continues to grow—in 
us and in all the earth. 

Jesus is the King of kings and Lord of lords. He demonstrated what the 
kingdom of heaven is like, not only through his parables, but also through 
his actions.  

The kingdom of heaven is like a King who was hung on a cross by his own 
people to die. There is not a lot to impress us about that image but 
through this sacrifice Jesus has conquered sin and death and has brought 
us into the kingdom of heaven. 

May we continue to explore the truths of God’s kingdom of heaven 
through his Son, Jesus, and may we come to see how the kingdom, the 
power and the glory are his, now and forever. Amen. 

We confess our faith in the Triune God 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, dead, and buried.  
He descended into hell. 
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The third day he rose again from the dead.  
He ascended into heaven,  
and sits at the right hand of God, the Father almighty,  
from thence he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic* church, 
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting.   
Amen. 

* ‘catholic’ here meaning 'universal' 

We meditate on the song ‘Seek ye First’ 

Seek ye first the Kingdom of God 
And his righteousness, 
And all these things shall be added unto you. 
Allelu, alleluia! 

 
Seek ye first the Kingdom of God 
And his righteousness, 
And all these things shall be added unto you. 
Allelu, alleluia! 

 

Seek ye first the Kingdom of God 
And his righteousness, 
And all these things shall be added unto you. 
Allelu, alleluia! 

 

Seek ye first the Kingdom of God 
And his righteousness, 
And all these things shall be added unto you. 
Allelu, alleluia! 

© 1973 Karen Lafferty 
All rights administered by Maranatha Music. 
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Used by permission. CCLI 109319 

We give of ourselves 

Thank you, Lord, for giving us so many wonderful gifts, especially for 
calling us into your kingdom. 

Make us faithful and wise servants, giving of what you have given us to 
help others. 
Amen. 

We pray for others 

The Spirit of God intercedes for us with groans that words cannot express. 
Knowing that nothing can separate us from the love of God in Christ 
Jesus, let us pray for all people. 

Heavenly Father, we pray for the church, the body of Christ. May we be 
yeast in this world, bringing the gospel of your love and grace to the lost 
and broken. 

We pray to the Lord. 
O God, hear our prayer. 

Today, we pray for all who seek the kingdom of God. Work your Holy 
Spirit within them and lead them to the light of your salvation. Make us 
ready to give an answer for the hope we have in Christ Jesus, so that we 
can encourage and support the seekers and new believers, to your glory. 

We pray to the Lord. 
O God, hear our prayer. 

Lord, we ask your blessing and guidance for our political leaders. We pray 
for our state, its premier Gladys Berejiklian and the leader of the 
opposition Jodie McKay. Have mercy on them, and help them lead our 
people with justice, compassion and wisdom. 

We pray to the Lord. 
O God, hear our prayer. 

Jesus, saviour of the world, comfort and protect those who experience 
hardship, distress, persecution, famine, lack of clothing, danger, or 
warfare. In the midst of our personal concerns, remind us of the huge 



[15] 
 

needs of others less fortunate than ourselves.  

We pray to the Lord. 
O God, hear our prayer. 

God of justice, we are all slaves to sin until we have been set free by your 
grace. We thank you for your great mercy to us. We pray for criminals, 
prisoners, and all those who look after them.  

We pray to the Lord. 
O God, hear our prayer. 

Father we bring before you, Pr Peter Ghalayini of Ringwood in Victoria, as 
he considers the call to Wagga. Provide him with a open heart and mind 
so he is able to see your will for him at this time. 

We pray to the Lord. 
O God, hear our prayer. 

God, your people cry out in their need. You alone have the power to save 
them. Please be with the sick and the dying. Comfort the grieving. We ask 
your blessing on our these brothers and sister in Christ which we name in 
our hearts [silence]. 

We pray to the Lord. 
O God, hear our prayer. 

Heavenly Father, because of your great love, you work for our good in all 
things. In mercy, listen to our prayers, through your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

Amen. 

We pray the prayer of Jesus 

Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
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Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. Matt 6:9-13 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. 
Amen. 

The Triune God sends us out with blessing 

May Christ, the Sun of Righteousness, shine on us and make us ready to 
meet him when he comes in glory.     

And the blessing of almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be with us 
always. 

Amen. 

We meditate on the hymn ‘Would you know what most I prize’ 

1  Would you know what most I prize,  
Learn the truth that makes me wise?  
Would you see my treasure-trove,  
Know my glory and my love? 
Jesus Christ the crucified. 

 
2 Who is faith's abiding stay,  

Giving comfort on life's way?  
Who from sin and guilt sets free,  
And obtains God's grace for me? 
Jesus Christ the crucified. 

 
3 Who from sin has made me whole,  

Life restored to heart and soul?  
Who can make me strong and true,  
Stirring me God's will to do? 
Jesus Christ the crucified. 

 
4 Who can aid when sorrows smite,  
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And protect from Satan's might?  
Who consoles my aching heart,  
Healing all its hurt and smart? 
Jesus Christ the crucified. 

 
5 Who through death has conquered death 

Guards me at my dying breath?  
Who gives me in heaven a place, 
Grants me there to see His face?  
Jesus Christ the crucified. 

 
6 Now you know what makes me wise,  

Know my goal and what I prize. 
O believe and live and die,  
Him alone to glorify, 
Jesus Christ the crucified. 

Wollt ihr wissen, was mein Preis? 
Johann Christoph Schwedler (1672-1730) Tr. Hymnal Compilers based on F. G. E. Appelt, 1921 

Used by permission. CCLI 109319 

Announcements 

 


