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Bethlehem Lutheran Church Wagga Wagga 

2nd Sunday after Epiphany 

17th January, 2021  
 

The Triune God meets with us  

Jesus found Philip and said to him: 

Follow me! 

Philip found Nathaniel and said to him: 

Come and see! 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen  

We sing the hymn ‘Blessed Jesus at Thy word’ (LHS 500) 

1. Blessèd Jesus, at your word 

 we are gathered all to hear you; 

 let our hearts and minds be stirred 

 now to seek and love and fear you; 

 by your gospel pure and holy 

 teach us, Lord, to love you solely. 

 

2. All our knowledge, sense and sight 

 lie in deepest darkness shrouded, 

 till your Spirit breaks our night 

 with your beams of truth unclouded; 

 you alone to God can win us, 

 only you work good within us. 

 

3. Glorious Lord, yourself impart, 

 light of light from God proceeding; 

 open lips and ears and heart, 

 help us by your Spirit's leading; 

 hear the cry your Church now raises; 

 Lord, accept our prayers and praises. 
Liebster Jesu, wir sind hier 

Tobias Clausnitzer 1619-84 

Tr Catherine Winkworth 1827-78, alt. 

Used by permission. CCLI 109319 
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We confess our sins to God the Father… 

We lay down our sins and burdens before God 

Let us confess our sins in the presence of God and of each other. 

We confess to you, almighty God, before the whole company of heaven, 

and to each other, that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, by our 

own fault. Have mercy on us, for Jesus’ sake, forgive us all our sins, and 

bring us to eternal life. Amen. 

…and God forgives us 

May the almighty and merciful Lord grant us pardon and forgiveness of all our 

sins. 

Amen. 

Restore us again, O God our Saviour. 

Do not be angry with us any longer. 

Jesus leads us as we pray 

The Lord be with you 

And also with you. 

Let us pray that we follow Jesus. [silence] 

Jesus Christ, Son of God, we thank you for calling us to be your disciples. 

Open our eyes to recognise you as the promised Messiah, and draw us to 

follow you wherever you lead. For you live and reign with the Father and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

1st Reading – God speaks through his prophets 

1 Samuel 3:1-20 The Lord reveals himself to Samuel  

1 The boy Samuel ministered before the Lord under Eli. In those days the word of 

the Lord was rare; there were not many visions. 

2 One night Eli, whose eyes were becoming so weak that he could barely see, was 

lying down in his usual place. 3 The lamp of God had not yet gone out, and 

Samuel was lying down in the house of the Lord, where the ark of God was. 4 

Then the Lord called Samuel. 

Samuel answered, “Here I am.” 5 And he ran to Eli and said, “Here I am; you called 

me.” 



[3] 
 

But Eli said, “I did not call; go back and lie down.” So he went and lay down. 

6 Again the Lord called, “Samuel!” And Samuel got up and went to Eli and said, 

“Here I am; you called me.” 

“My son,” Eli said, “I did not call; go back and lie down.” 

7 Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord: The word of the Lord had not yet been 

revealed to him. 

8 A third time the Lord called, “Samuel!” And Samuel got up and went to Eli and 

said, “Here I am; you called me.” 

Then Eli realized that the Lord was calling the boy. 9 So Eli told Samuel, “Go and 

lie down, and if he calls you, say, ‘Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.’” So 

Samuel went and lay down in his place. 

10 The Lord came and stood there, calling as at the other times, “Samuel! 

Samuel!” 

Then Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.” 

11 And the Lord said to Samuel: “See, I am about to do something in Israel that 

will make the ears of everyone who hears about it tingle. 12 At that time I will 

carry out against Eli everything I spoke against his family—from beginning to 

end. 13 For I told him that I would judge his family forever because of the sin he 

knew about; his sons blasphemed God,[a] and he failed to restrain them. 14 

Therefore I swore to the house of Eli, ‘The guilt of Eli’s house will never be atoned 

for by sacrifice or offering.’” 

15 Samuel lay down until morning and then opened the doors of the house of the 

Lord. He was afraid to tell Eli the vision, 16 but Eli called him and said, “Samuel, 

my son.” 

Samuel answered, “Here I am.” 

17 “What was it he said to you?” Eli asked. “Do not hide it from me. May God deal 

with you, be it ever so severely, if you hide from me anything he told you.” 18 So 

Samuel told him everything, hiding nothing from him. Then Eli said, “He is the 

Lord; let him do what is good in his eyes.” 

19 The Lord was with Samuel as he grew up, and he let none of Samuel’s words 

fall to the ground. 20 And all Israel from Dan to Beersheba recognized that 

Samuel was attested as a prophet of the Lord. 

This is the word of the Lord 
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Thanks be to God 

We respond with Psalm  139:1-6, 13-18  

1 You have searched me, Lord, 

    and you know me. 

2 You know when I sit and when I rise; 

    you perceive my thoughts from afar. 

3 You discern my going out and my lying down; 

    you are familiar with all my ways. 

4 Before a word is on my tongue 

    you, Lord, know it completely. 

5 You hem me in behind and before, 

    and you lay your hand upon me. 

6 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me, 

    too lofty for me to attain. 

13 For you created my inmost being; 

    you knit me together in my mother’s womb. 

14 I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; 

    your works are wonderful, 

    I know that full well. 

15 My frame was not hidden from you 

    when I was made in the secret place, 

    when I was woven together in the depths of the earth. 

16 Your eyes saw my unformed body; 

    all the days ordained for me were written in your book 

    before one of them came to be. 

17 How precious to me are your thoughts, God! 

    How vast is the sum of them! 

18 Were I to count them, 

    they would outnumber the grains of sand— 

    when I awake, I am still with you. 
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2nd Reading – God speaks through his apostles 

1 Corinthians 6:12-20 Your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit  

12 “I have the right to do anything,” you say—but not everything is beneficial. “I 

have the right to do anything”—but I will not be mastered by anything. 13 You 

say, “Food for the stomach and the stomach for food, and God will destroy them 

both.” The body, however, is not meant for sexual immorality but for the Lord, 

and the Lord for the body. 14 By his power God raised the Lord from the dead, 

and he will raise us also. 15 Do you not know that your bodies are members of 

Christ himself? Shall I then take the members of Christ and unite them with a 

prostitute? Never! 16 Do you not know that he who unites himself with a 

prostitute is one with her in body? For it is said, “The two will become one flesh.” 
17 But whoever is united with the Lord is one with him in spirit. 

18 Flee from sexual immorality. All other sins a person commits are outside the 

body, but whoever sins sexually, sins against their own body. 19 Do you not know 

that your bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have 

received from God? You are not your own; 20 you were bought at a price. 

Therefore honour God with your bodies. 

This is the word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God 

Gospel reading – God speaks through Jesus 

John 1:43-51 We have found the Messiah  

43 The next day Jesus decided to leave for Galilee. Finding Philip, he said to him, 

“Follow me.” 

44 Philip, like Andrew and Peter, was from the town of Bethsaida. 45 Philip found 

Nathanael and told him, “We have found the one Moses wrote about in the Law, 

and about whom the prophets also wrote—Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” 

46 “Nazareth! Can anything good come from there?” Nathanael asked. 

“Come and see,” said Philip. 

47 When Jesus saw Nathanael approaching, he said of him, “Here truly is an 

Israelite in whom there is no deceit.” 

48 “How do you know me?” Nathanael asked. 

Jesus answered, “I saw you while you were still under the fig tree before Philip 

called you.” 
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49 Then Nathanael declared, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God; you are the king of 

Israel.” 

50 Jesus said, “You believe because I told you I saw you under the fig tree. You will 

see greater things than that.” 51 He then added, “Very truly I tell you, you will see 

‘heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and descending on’ the Son of 

Man.” 

This is the gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

Lord Jesus, thank you for calling us to be your followers. 

Help us to listen to you and to believe in you. 

Amen. 

God speaks to His children 

We sing the song ‘How deep the Father’s love for us’ 

1. How deep the Father’s love for us, 

How vast beyond all measure, 

That He should give His only Son 

To make a wretch His treasure. 

How great the pain of searing loss – 

The Father turns His face away, 

As wounds which mar the Chosen One 

Bring many sons to glory. 

 

2. Behold the man upon a cross, 

My sin upon His shoulders; 

Ashamed, I hear my mocking voice 

Call out among the scoffers. 

It was my sin that held Him there 

Until it was accomplished; 

His dying breath has brought me life – 

I know that it is finished. 

 

3. I will not boast in anything, 

No gifts, no power, no wisdom; 

But I will boast in Jesus Christ, 

His death and resurrection. 
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Why should I gain from His reward? 

I cannot give an answer; 

But this I know with all my heart – 

His wounds have paid my ransom. 
Stuart Townend Copyright © 1995 Thankyou Music (Adm. by CapitolCMGPublishing.com excl. UK & Europe, adm. by Integrity Music, 

part of the David C Cook family, songs@integritymusic.com) 

Used by permission. CCLI 109319 

God speaks to us 

The LCA provides this sermon edited for lay-reading, with thanks to the original 

author. 

The Text: John 1:43-51 

 

Throughout the readings today there is a clear message. God knows you. Those 

beautiful words of Psalm 139 that assure us we are no accident, that the Lord has 

known us intricately even as He knit us together in our mothers’ wombs. The 

Lord’s call to the young Samuel reminds us that even before we know Him, He 

knows us well enough to have a plan in place for us. And then the gospel where 

our Lord Jesus speaks of Nathanael in a way that reveals He shares this 

knowledge of us all with His Heavenly Father. God knows you inside out. But 

more than that, the gospel especially reveals that He wants you and others to 

know Him as well. 

But isn’t there something just a little bit scary about being known this well? All of 

us are masters of disguise when it comes to holding back those bits of ourselves 

we don’t think others would like. Very few people feel confident enough to show 

themselves completely to everybody they meet. Surely that’s because most of us 

fear rejection and lost affection if we show our true selves completely. The closer 

we get to someone the more we reveal, but even then there are limits. Most of us 

protect those dark little nooks and crannies that lie beneath the surface – those 

sinful thoughts and longings, the shame and regret of the dark moments in our 

past, the anxieties and uncertainties we struggle with. We cover these over in all 

sorts of ways. And so the thought that God sees through our self-styled barriers 

and knows us without limit is pretty confronting, isn’t it? 

After all this is not some sort of superficial knowledge we’re talking about here. 

God knows our sinful nature and yet forgives us. What’s more, He still sent His 

Son to die for your sins. All our fears that if God really knew what we were like, 

He wouldn’t want anything to do with us are unfounded. Jesus birth, His life and 

mailto:songs@integritymusic.com
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death prove that despite knowing us perfectly (good and bad) God still shows 

His love for us without limit. He sees through the facade of respectability we 

build around ourselves. Through the fig trees we take shelter under He still wants 

to grab hold of us for eternity. 

It may seem a little spooky to know that your Lord Jesus can see right through 

you-and along the way see everything you try to hide inside of you. But Jesus' 

divine perception is only frightening if you foolishly keep trying to hide 

something from Him. Jesus came for the purpose of cleansing you of all your 

sins, that task was as good as done as soon as your Lord was baptized. When He 

was baptized, He took upon Himself all those sins you feel like you need to hide, 

and after carrying them for three years or so, Jesus killed all of those sins by 

dying on the cross with them. 

Our natural human condition is one in which we try to justify ourselves before 

God and prove our worth. Jesus did NOT say Nathanael, "Behold an Israelite, in 

whom there is no sin." Jesus is much more interested in your honesty about your 

sins-which is the flip side of faith. Jesus said to Nathanael, "Behold, an Israelite 

indeed, in whom there is no deceit!" One who recognises his need for a Saviour.  

The point is, Jesus knows you, so why try and hide anything from Him? He knows 

you and still He comes as your Saviour to deal with the sin and guilt that lies 

within us all. As St. John explains in another place, “If we say we have no sin, we 

deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful 

and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness (1 John 

1:8-9). As we confess here publicly, as well as privately, we reveal what is hidden 

and Jesus deals with it – robbing sin of its power and remaking us through His 

forgiving love. Why? So He can restore the relationship with God perfectly, 

eternally.  

Jesus knows all people intimately. But the sad reality is, not all people know Him 

in the way He revealed Himself to Nathanael. Not all people know Him as the 

Saviour who longs to forgive our sins and claim us as His own. Philip came to 

know Jesus – he recognised Jesus as Saviour and Lord and so he invited others to 

come and see Jesus as well, so they might know Him too. I wonder how many 

times we hesitate to invite people to meet Jesus in this way? So often we don’t 

see the urgency of it – we’ll just wait for the right time, we think. 

How often don’t we hesitate to speak those words of invitation? To our kids? To 

our mates? To our colleagues? We hesitate for all sorts of reasons – not the least 
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of which is timing. But you know we also worry about having the right words to 

say. Philip doesn’t wait for either of these things. He simply bowls up to 

Nathanael who is sitting quietly under the fig tree and invites him to come and 

see Jesus. To meet this Friend and Saviour of sinners.  

Jesus made Philip a disciple in the wink of an eye, simply by speaking His word, 

"Follow Me." That was enough to re-create and strengthen the gift of faith that 

Philip had learned from his earliest lessons in Scriptures. By the power of Jesus' 

speaking, Philip believed and followed Him. 

The same miracle-producing power that was in Jesus' mouth now entered Philip's 

mouth. When Philip went to Nathanael and said, "We have found Him of whom 

[we learned about in Sunday School]," Philip was not speaking mere information 

to Nathanael. Philip was speaking the same divine Word of forgiveness and life 

to Nathanael that Jesus first spoke to him when He said to Philip, "Follow Me." In 

Philip's speaking, Jesus exerts His faith-producing power over Nathanael. In 

Philip's speaking, the miracle of faith and hope and eternal life burrows deeper 

into Nathanael's heart and mind. In Philip's speaking, God performed a miracle 

that produced faith in Nathanael and brought him the gift of eternal life. The 

Holy Spirit at work! 

So, it is with your speaking of the Word as well, dear saints. You may feel 

powerless to speak to others about Jesus. You may feel that you don't really 

know what to say. Say it anyway! Philip didn’t create a fancy theological treatise 

or a polished sermon manuscript or a lofty argument. Philip didn’t really do all 

that much at all. The best he could muster was, "We've heard about this guy 

before and I think you should meet Him." 

You have met this same Lord because someone said to you, ‘Come and see 

Jesus.’ Whether it was your parents bringing you to the font as a baby and 

lovingly dragging you along to worship, or a friend in later life who dared to say 

‘come along’. The result is the same. The Lord knows and loves you, and by His 

grace you know Him as your Friend and Saviour. God grant you His Spirit so that 

you may rejoice in this knowledge and share it with those around you. Amen. 

We confess our faith in the Triune God 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
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born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

was crucified, dead, and buried.  

He descended into hell. 

The third day he rose again from the dead.  

He ascended into heaven,  

and sits at the right hand of God, the Father almighty,  

from thence he will come to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the holy catholic* church, 

the communion of saints,  

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body,  

and the life everlasting.   

Amen. 
* ‘catholic’ here meaning 'universal' 

We sing the song ‘Search me, O God’ (ATOK 394) 

1.  Search me, O God, 

and know my anxious heart.  

Behind me and before me,  

you lay your hand upon me. 

 

2.  Where might I hide 

to flee your tender touch? 

No darkness or the ocean 

hides me from your devotion. 

 

You know my every need: 

you know my thoughts, my joy, my crying. 

God, your wisdom ways 

surround me at my birth, my dying. 

 

3. Woven by you 

deep in my mother's womb; 

that moment of conception 

you knew my life's direction. 
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4. Search me, O God, 

and purify my ways. 

O teach me love surpassing, 

guide me in all that's lasting. 

 

You know my every need: 

you know my thoughts, my joy, my crying. 

God, your wisdom ways 

surround me at my birth, my dying. 

 

5. Search me, O God, 

and know my anxious heart.  

Behind me and before me,  

you lay your hand upon me. 
Words and music: Leigh Newton 

© 1993 Leigh Newton, 31 Somerset Road, Aldgate SA 5154. 

Used by permission. CCLI 109319 

We give of ourselves 

Thank you, Lord, for calling us to be your followers. 

Lead us to serve you in all that we do by trusting you and doing your will. 

Use us and our possessions for your purposes. 

Amen. 

We pray for others 

Jesus has called us to follow him. So let us follow where he leads us, and pray to 

God our Father for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people 

according to their needs. 

Lord God, Creator of all things, by the leading of a star you revealed your Son to 

the nations of the world; lead us also to a clearer vision of your presence. We 

thank you for your apostles who carried your word to distant lands; bless also 

your church today, that she may shine with your Son’s light in this world. Bring 

forth suitable people to study for the public ministry and to serve in lay ministry. 

Lord in your mercy: Hear our prayer 

Be with all pastors and servants of the church in every congregation in this land. 

Help them to speak your word in truth and power and care for the flocks 

entrusted to them. Be with the leaders of our Synod - in particular our Bishop 

(insert name), and our District Bishop (insert name). Guide, protect and refresh 
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them, and help them as they work together in your name. 

Lord in your mercy: Hear our prayer 

Revive and refresh us by your Holy Spirit so that we can confess your name 

before others, pray fervently for our neighbour, and demonstrate your love 

through good works. We pray for all whom we know that are seeking guidance in 

their lives; for all who struggle with doubts about their faith; we commend to you 

all who do not yet believe, but are searching, that even while they still walk in 

darkness that you would make light shine upon their path.  

Lord in your mercy: Hear our prayer 

How blessed we are to enjoy the freedoms and prosperity of this country. Bless 

this land, all who live in it, all who visit it, and all who lead our nations affairs, in 

particular our Prime Minister, our Premiers, our elected politicians, and our 

leaders in business and society. Give them a love of truth and justice. Help all 

citizens to serve their neighbour through their vocation. Help those who are 

unemployed or whose work is difficult, dangerous or stressful. Grant to the 

wealthy the further blessing of generosity. Strengthen all families and the bond 

of marriage. Give all children and young people a renewed respect for their 

parents, and guide all parents in raising their children. 

Lord in your mercy: Hear our prayer 

How great is your power that you guide the nations of the world. In your mercy, 

curb the evil of man, and bring oppression, violence and greed to an end. Give 

success to all who work for peace and to all who strive to recognize each 

person’s common humanity.  

Lord in your mercy: Hear our prayer 

Lord God, since you have called us and received us as your disciples, keep us true 

to our calling. Build us up in trust in you, and in love towards each other, until we 

finally see you face to face. We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

Amen. 

We pray the prayer of Jesus 

Our Father in heaven,  

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done,  
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on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. Matt 6:9-13 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. 

Amen. 

The Triune God sends us out with blessing 

Go in peace. Live as new people, the baptised children of God. 

Thanks be to God.   

Amen. 

We sing the song ‘The summons’ (ATOK 413) 

1. Will you come and follow me  

if I but call your name? 

Will you go where you don't know  

and never be the same? 

Will you let my love be shown,  

will you let my name be known,  

will you let my life be grown 

in you and you in me? 

 

2.  Will you leave yourself behind  

if I but call your name? 

Will you care for cruel and kind 

and never be the same? 

Will you risk the hostile stare  

should your life attract or scare?  

Will you let me answer prayer 

in you and you in me? 

 

3.  Will you let the blinded see  

if I but call your name? 

Will you set the prisoners free 

and never be the same? 

Will you kiss the leper clean, 
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and do such as this unseen, 

and admit to what I mean 

in you and you in me? 

 

4.  Will you love the 'you' you hide  

if I but call your name? 

Will you quell the fear inside  

and never be the same? 

Will you use the faith you've found 

to reshape the world around 

through my sight and touch and sound  

in you and you in me? 

 

5.  Lord, your summons echoes true  

when you but call my name. 

Let me turn and follow you 

and never be the same.  

In your company I'll go 

where your love and footsteps show.  

Thus I'll move and live and grow 

in you and you in me. 
Words and music: The Iona Community 

(c) 1987 The Iona Community. Australian permissions: Willow 

Connection Pty Ltd, PO Box 288, Brookvale NSW 2100. 

Used by permission. CCLI 109319 

Announcements 


