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Bethlehem Lutheran Church Wagga Wagga 

Reformation Sunday 

25th October, 2020  
 

The Triune God meets with us  

Jesus said: 'If you continue in my word, you are truly my disciples;  

and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.' (John 8:31,32 NRSV) 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen  

We confess our sins to God the Father… 

Friends in Christ: Let us draw near to God our Father with a true heart to confess our 

sins, and ask him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us. 

Since we are justified by faith,  

we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,  

through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand;  

and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God.   

Almighty God, our maker and redeemer, we confess to you that by nature we are sinful 

and unclean, and that we have sinned against you by thought, word, and deed. 

Therefore we flee for refuge to your infinite mercy and plead for your grace for the 

sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Most merciful God, you have given your only Son to die for us. Have mercy on us, 

and for his sake grant us forgiveness of all our sins. By your Holy Spirit increase 

our knowledge of you and your will, and make us obedient to your word, so that 

by your grace we may come to eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

…and God forgives us 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy on us, and has given his only Son to 

die for us, and for his sake forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in his name he 

has given the right to become children of God, and has given them his Holy Spirit. 

Whoever believes and is baptised will be saved. Grant this, Lord, to us all. 

Amen. Thanks be to God! 

We meditate on the song ‘Amazing Grace (My chains are gone)’ 

1. Amazing grace how sweet the sound 

That saved a wretch like me 

I once was lost, but now I'm found 
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Was blind, but now I see 

 

2. 'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear 

And grace my fears relieved 

How precious did that grace appear 

The hour I first believed 

 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 

My God, my Saviour has ransomed me 

And like a flood His mercy reigns 

Unending love, amazing grace 

 

3. The Lord has promised good to me 

His word my hope secures 

He will my shield and portion be 

As long as life endures 

 

4. The earth shall soon dissolve like snow 

The sun forbear to shine 

But God who called me here below 

Will be forever mine. 

 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 

My God, my Saviour has ransomed me 

And like a flood His mercy reigns 

Unending love, amazing grace 

 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 

My God, my Saviour has ransomed me 

And like a flood His mercy reigns 

Unending love, amazing grace 

 

Unending love, amazing grace 

Unending love, amazing grace 
Songwriters: Traditional; Giglio, Louie; Tomlin, Chris;  

Used by permission. CCLI 109319 

We pray Psalm 46 

1 God is our refuge and strength, 

    an ever-present help in trouble. 
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2 Therefore we will not fear, though the earth give way 

    and the mountains fall into the heart of the sea, 
3 though its waters roar and foam 

    and the mountains quake with their surging. 

7 The Lord Almighty is with us; 

    the God of Jacob is our fortress. 

 

4 There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 

    the holy place where the Most High dwells. 
5 God is within her, she will not fall; 

    God will help her at break of day. 
6 Nations are in uproar, kingdoms fall; 

    he lifts his voice, the earth melts. 

7 The Lord Almighty is with us; 

    the God of Jacob is our fortress. 

 

8 Come and see what the Lord has done, 

    the desolations he has brought on the earth. 
9 He makes wars cease 

    to the ends of the earth. 

He breaks the bow and shatters the spear; 

    he burns the shields with fire. 
10 He says, “Be still, and know that I am God; 

    I will be exalted among the nations, 

    I will be exalted in the earth.” 

11 The Lord Almighty is with us; 

    the God of Jacob is our fortress. 

Jesus leads us as we pray 

The Lord be with you 

And also with you. 

Let us pray. 

Almighty and eternal God, in mercy you give the light of your gospel to your church.  

Keep us in sound teaching, so that we may firmly believe and faithfully follow 

your saving word, and finally, with its holy comfort, die in peace and joy; for you 

live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
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1st Reading – God speaks through his prophets 

Jeremiah 31:27-34 The Lord’s new covenant 

27 “The days are coming,” declares the Lord, “when I will plant the kingdoms of Israel 

and Judah with the offspring of people and of animals. 28 Just as I watched over them 

to uproot and tear down, and to overthrow, destroy and bring disaster, so I will watch 

over them to build and to plant,” declares the Lord. 29 “In those days people will no 

longer say, 

‘The parents have eaten sour grapes, 

    and the children’s teeth are set on edge.’ 

30 Instead, everyone will die for their own sin; whoever eats sour grapes—their own 

teeth will be set on edge. 

31 “The days are coming,” declares the Lord, 

    “when I will make a new covenant 

with the people of Israel 

    and with the people of Judah. 
32 It will not be like the covenant 

    I made with their ancestors 

when I took them by the hand 

    to lead them out of Egypt, 

because they broke my covenant, 

    though I was a husband to them,” 

declares the Lord. 
33 “This is the covenant I will make with the people of Israel 

    after that time,” declares the Lord. 

“I will put my law in their minds 

    and write it on their hearts. 

I will be their God, 

    and they will be my people. 
34 No longer will they teach their neighbour, 

    or say to one another, ‘Know the Lord,’ 

because they will all know me, 

    from the least of them to the greatest,” 

declares the Lord. 

“For I will forgive their wickedness 

    and will remember their sins no more.” 

This is the word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God 
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2nd Reading – God speaks through his apostles 

Romans 3:19-28 Justification by faith 

19 Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to those who are under the law, so 

that every mouth may be silenced and the whole world held accountable to God. 20 

Therefore no one will be declared righteous in God’s sight by the works of the law; 

rather, through the law we become conscious of our sin. 

21 But now apart from the law the righteousness of God has been made known, to 

which the Law and the Prophets testify. 22 This righteousness is given through faith in 

Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no difference between Jew and Gentile, 23 for all 

have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and all are justified freely by his grace 

through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. 25 God presented Christ as a 

sacrifice of atonement, through the shedding of his blood—to be received by faith. He 

did this to demonstrate his righteousness, because in his forbearance he had left the 

sins committed beforehand unpunished— 26 he did it to demonstrate his righteousness 

at the present time, so as to be just and the one who justifies those who have faith in 

Jesus. 

27 Where, then, is boasting? It is excluded. Because of what law? The law that requires 

works? No, because of the law that requires faith. 28 For we maintain that a person is 

justified by faith apart from the works of the law. 

This is the word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God 

Gospel Reading – God speaks through Jesus 

John 8:31-36 "In my word, you will know the truth" 

31 To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, “If you hold to my teaching, you are 

really my disciples. 32 Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” 

33 They answered him, “We are Abraham’s descendants and have never been slaves of 

anyone. How can you say that we shall be set free?” 

34 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, everyone who sins is a slave to sin. 35 Now a slave 

has no permanent place in the family, but a son belongs to it forever. 36 So if the Son 

sets you free, you will be free indeed. 

This is the gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

Thank you, Lord Jesus, for the gift of your word.  

Keep us faithful to your word, so that we may know the truth, and the freedom it 

brings. Amen. 
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Children’s Message 

Watch story of Martin Luther 

Around 500 years ago, Bibles were written out by hand and they were only written in 

one language, Latin. Latin is a very old language that no-one speaks anymore, so you 

only learn it through lots of study. 500 years ago, and even today, there weren’t many 

people who could understand what the Latin Bible said. Martin Luther thought that 

people should be able to read the Bible in a language they could understand, so he 

translated the Bible from Latin into German. At about the same time, the printing press 

was invented, which meant books could be printed much faster. Suddenly, lots of 

people had copies of the Bible that they could read and understand. Other people 

thought that was a good idea so they translated the Bible into other languages too. 

Even today, the Bible is still being translated into different languages so that 

EVERYONE can read about Jesus. You can even read about Jesus on the internet! 

 

PRAYER 

Dear God, Thank you for the Bible where we can read about you and all that you have 

done for us. Thank you for people like Martin Luther and others who translated the 

Bible into other languages so everyone can read about you. Bless the people who are 

still continuing this important work today. 

Amen. 

We meditate on the song ‘A mighty fortress is our God’ 

1. 

1. A mighty fortress is our God, 

a sword and shield victorious, 

He breaks the cruel oppressor's rod 

And wins salvation glorious. 

The old satanic foe 

has sworn to work us woe; 

with craft and dreadful might 

He arms himself to fight; 

on earth he has no equal. 

 

2. No strength of ours can match his might! 

we would be lost, rejected. 

But now a champion comes to fight, 

whom God himself elected. 
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You ask who this may be? 

The Lord of hosts is he. 

Jesus Christ, mighty Lord, 

God's only Son, adored. 

he holds the field victorious. 

 

3. Though hordes of devils fill the land, 

all threat'ning to devour us, 

we tremble not, unmoved, we stand; 

they cannot over pow'r us. 

Let this world's tyrant rage; 

in battle we'll engage! 

His might is doomed to fail; 

God's judgement must prevail! 

one little word subdues him. 

 

4. God's Word forever shall abide, 

No thanks to foes, who fear it; 

For God himself fights by our side 

with weapons of the Spirit. 

Were they to take our house, 

Goods, honour, child, or spouse, 

Though life be wrenched away, 

They cannot win the day. 

The kingdom's ours forever! 
Public Domain 

Used by permission. CCLI 109319 

God speaks to us 

The LCA provides this sermon edited for lay-reading, with thanks to the original author. 

The Text: John 8:31-36 

 

Some 500 years ago a stocky, German monk with a love of beer and an even greater 

love of God's word, took a ten-minute walk from his cloister to the castle church in 

Wittenberg. On to this insignificant church door he nailed 95 theses – a list of 

teachings and practices within the church that he wanted to discuss. He'd come to 

believe on the basis of the Scriptures that there were some problems with the way the 

church was doing things. And Martin Luther only wanted to speak the truth of God's 

Word. So he asked the church to engage in a conversation about the truth. 
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Luther couldn't have dreamed of the stink his theses were going to create. The whole 

of Europe ended up in uproar. Excommunication followed for Luther and others. There 

was even a bounty placed on his head and princes and knights hunted him down like a 

common criminal. All because he dared to speak the truth. 

The medieval church had strayed a long way from the teachings of Jesus and by 1517 

their power and wealth depended on their man-made version of the truth. They'd 

come to believe that people had the ability and means to earn their salvation. That 

eternal life could be secured by doing good deeds such as paying money to the 

church. Luther had lived with this teaching all his life – he did more good works than 

you or I can imagine – and yet he still knew in his heart that he didn't match up to 

God's commandments. As he studied Jesus' teachings, he came to realise that the 

church had distorted the truth and that salvation was supposed to be the gift of a 

gracious God – not a reward for our good deeds. But as he re-minded the church of 

the truth, he discovered that not everyone really wants to know the truth. 

Nothing much has changed has it? Do you remember that famous line by Jack 

Nicholson in the courtroom scene in the movie “A Few Good Men”? He was in the 

witness stand and the lawyer demanded he speak the truth and Nicholson screamed 

“You want the truth? You can't handle the truth!” That's become a powerful line in 

movie history because it speaks to our desire to only hear those things that we are 

comfortable with, those things that don't challenge us too much. It's like the proverbial 

question, “Does my backside look big in this?” It's not really a question that wants the 

truth. It's a question that seeks an answer to comfort and encourage. If the truth is 

something that confronts and rebukes us, more than likely we won't want to hear it. 

But Jesus makes it clear in today's reading that the truth is vitally important – but not 

just someone's own version of the truth. We will know the truth, he says, when we hold 

to His teaching. In other words, if we stop and listen to what Jesus teaches, He will 

reveal the truth to us, and it will set us free. The question is, do we want to hear the 

truth? 

In the Middle Ages the Roman church certainly didn't want the truth of Jesus' teaching 

because they were so committed to their own distorted version of religious truth – a 

version that filled their coffers and kept people under their control. And today most 

people don't want to know the truth of Jesus' teaching either, because it challenges 

our comfortable lives and reveals the reality of the struggles we suppress deep inside. 

If the truth first challenges us and forces us to rethink what's real and what's important 

before it sets us free, perhaps we'd be more comfortable just remaining enslaved to 

the lies we've bought into. 

Central to the Reformation and to Jesus' teaching is the fact that we are born sinful and 

unclean and cannot save ourselves – no exceptions! Regardless of how good a life we 
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seem to lead, all of us fall short of God's expectations – we sin. This is the truth. But 

when we see a beautiful, innocent little baby, we find ourselves challenged by this. How 

can he or she be a sinner? How can they need forgiveness? Such were the questions 

that the Roman church had allowed to shape their thinking and practice to such an 

extent that they believed  we could co-operate with God in saving ourselves – a little 

bit of money here, an act of charity and love there, would make up for our lapses into 

bad behaviour. But how much money was enough? How many good deeds would 

make things right? The end result was that nobody could be certain about their 

forgiveness – consciences were enslaved to a never-ending treadmill of good deeds 

and Jesus' teaching became obscured behind a wall of falsehood. 

Jesus' teaching reveals the truth. And one of the key things it reveals is that we are 

dead in sin – from the newborn babe to the convicted criminal to the gentle old 

grandma. In big and small ways, we rebel against the will and ways of God – not just in 

actions, but in our thoughts and words as well. We tend to think that we're not that 

bad – that our sins are not as serious as other's. But Jesus’ teaching proclaims that all 

sins have the same consequence, they separate us from God and leave us as good as 

dead. Now I ask you, can a dead man bring himself back to life? Of course not. And 

whether we are an infant or an adult, if we've inherited our sinful condition and are 

dead in sin, there's nothing we can do to bring our-selves back to life. Nothing we can 

do to free ourselves from this sin and death. Resurrection, new life, freedom from sin 

and everlasting death have to be a gift of God. 

Unfortunately, many people hear the beginning of Jesus' teaching – they hear the truth 

about our sin – but don't hang around long enough to hear the whole picture. Because 

just as the Word reveals our helpless, sinful condition, it also reveals our help in the 

person of Jesus. The truth of God does not leave us enslaved to sin and death. It shows 

us the only way out. Not by our own efforts or understanding. But by the good news of 

our Lord Jesus, who loved us enough to allow himself to be sacrificed in punishment 

for our sins. 

Luther's 95 theses nailed to that church door aimed to do one thing. To get the church 

to remember where our help lies. To open people's eyes once again to the source of 

our freedom. To deliver the comfort of the gospel to people in the pews so that they 

could rest easy knowing that Jesus had done everything to secure their salvation. 

We are presented with so many different interpretations of the truth in this day. 

Everyone puts their own spin on things to try to sell their version. And we're tempted 

to pick and choose what suits us – what makes us comfortable, what allows us to do 

what we want, and what provides us with the least challenge. But in those moments of 

quiet when the rush of the world stops, there is always that nagging sense of 

conscience that makes us uneasy when we've moulded our own version of the truth. 
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It's into this discomfort that Jesus speaks today. Offering you His teaching – offering 

you the truth that reveals the depth of your sin on the one hand, and the magnificence 

of God's forgiving love on the other. There's no fudging things here. No making 

excuses. He sees things as they are. He owns up to the truth that frightens the 

daylights out of you and me,  and He acts in water and Word, in bread and wine, in 

flesh and blood, to set us free from sin and death and hell, all because He offers us the 

free and undeserved gift of forgiveness in Jesus' name.  

Why do we celebrate the Reformation? Well it’s because you and I and the world we 

live in desperately need this good news just as much as the people of Luther’s day did. 

We need to be constantly reminded of God’s saving love in Christ. Of our sinfulness 

and the Lord’s mercy. Of our helplessness and the Lord’s promise to rescue us. We 

need to be reminded of the truth that when Jesus said ‘It is finished’ – he meant it – in 

that moment our salvation was secured. No more payment re-quired.  

So dear Lord, keep us and our hearts in your Word, that we may know the truth and 

the truth will set us free. Amen. 

We confess our faith (from the Augsburg Confession, articles 4, 5, 7) 

It is taught among us that we cannot obtain forgiveness of sin and righteousness 

before God by our own merits, works or satisfactions,  

but that we receive forgiveness of sin and become righteous before God by 

grace, for Christ’s sake, through faith,  

when we believe that Christ suffered for us and that for his sake our sin is forgiven and 

righteousness and eternal life are given to us.  

For God will regard and reckon this faith as righteousness. 

To obtain such faith God instituted the office of the ministry: that is, provided the 

gospel and the sacraments.  

Through these, as through means, he gives the Holy Spirit who works faith, when 

and where he pleases, in those who hear the gospel.  

It is also taught among us that one holy Christian church will be and remain forever.  

This is the assembly of all believers among whom the gospel is preached in its 

purity and the holy sacraments are administered according to the gospel.  

We meditate on the song ‘Nothing but the blood of Jesus’ 

1.    What can wash away my sin? 

Nothing but the blood of Jesus. 

What can make me whole again? 

Nothing but the blood of Jesus. 
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Oh! precious is the flow 

that makes me white as snow; 

no other fount I know - 

nothing but the blood of Jesus.  

 

2.    For my pardon this I see: 

Nothing but the blood of Jesus. 

for my cleansing, this my plea: 

Nothing but the blood of Jesus. 

 

Oh! precious is the flow 

that makes me white as snow; 

no other fount I know - 

nothing but the blood of Jesus.  

 

3. Nothing can for sin atone, 

nothing but the blood of Jesus. 

Nothing good that I have done, 

nothing but the blood of Jesus. 

 

Oh! precious is the flow 

that makes me white as snow; 

no other fount I know - 

nothing but the blood of Jesus.  

 

4. This is all my hope and peace: 

Nothing but the blood of Jesus. 

this is all my righteousness: 

Nothing but the blood of Jesus. 

 

Oh! precious is the flow 

that makes me white as snow; 

no other fount I know - 

nothing but the blood of Jesus.  

 

Oh! precious is the flow 

that makes me white as snow; 

no other fount I know - 
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nothing but the blood of Jesus.  
Traditional 

Used by permission. CCLI 109319 

We give of ourselves 

Heavenly Father, there is nothing that we could offer to you as a sacrifice for our sin.  

Yet in your great love, you have offered up your own Son, so that through him 

we may be put right with you. Accept the gifts we offer here today, as mere 

tokens of our gratitude for the great gift of salvation which you have given to us. 

Amen. 

We pray for others 

We have been put right with God through faith in Christ Jesus, so let us come to the 

Father in the name of Jesus to pray for the church, the world, and those in need.  

As the church is in the constant process of checking and reforming itself against your 

holy word, Father, guide us as we search for your will and direction in the new age 

ahead of us. Give us wisdom in this task, a thirst for your truth and a love of your 

gospel. Send your Holy Spirit to guide all people who are searching for the truth and 

lead them to the source of all truth, Jesus Christ.    

Lord, send out your light and your truth; lead us, and bring us to your kingdom. 

We thank you that Christians of differing traditions and opinions are learning to sit 

down together and talk. We pray for the work of dialogues between churches, and we 

thank you for any agreement already reached. In places around the world where 

Christians are still taking up arms against each other we ask you to bring peace, 

patience, love and compassion.  

Lord, send out your light and your truth; lead us, and bring us to your kingdom. 

Father, your church is in a constant process of Reformation, but we also thank you for 

the renewal and reformation you have brought to all your people through our baptism 

into Christ Jesus. Let each of us be reformed as we drown the old Adam everyday, and 

renewed as we rise to new life in Christ.  

Lord, send out your light and your truth; lead us, and bring us to your kingdom. 

We pray for all pastors and teachers of the word. Help them remain faithful to the truth 

at all times. Let them preach the gospel boldly to people everywhere who are weighed 

down by guilt and sin so that they might be set free.  

Lord, send out your light and your truth; lead us, and bring us to your kingdom. 

We also ask for your blessing upon reformers in society and for all those who work to 

bring justice and peace in this troubled world. Guide governments and leaders 
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everywhere and inspire them in your truth, so that at all times and in all places your will 

may be done.  

Lord, send out your light and your truth; lead us, and bring us to your kingdom. 

Lord God, we trust that by your Spirit you will always lead your church forward in truth. 

Guide us and lead us, so that your renewing word may give light and truth to the 

world. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ your Son, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

Amen. 

We pray the prayer of Jesus 

Our Father in heaven,  

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done,  

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. Matt 6:9-13 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

The Triune God sends us out with blessing 

The Lord bless us and keep us. 

The Lord make his face shine upon us and be gracious to us. 

The Lord look upon us with favour, and give us peace.      

Amen 

We meditate on the song ‘This kingdom’ 

Jesus, God’s righteousness revealed, 

the Son of man, the Son of God,  

his kingdom comes. 

Jesus, redemption’s sacrifice 

now glorified, now justified, 

his kingdom comes. 

 

And this kingdom will know no end 

and its glory shall know no bounds, 

for the majesty and power  
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of this kingdom’s king has come. 

And this kingdom’s reign  

and this kingdom’s rule 

and this kingdom’s power and authority –  

Jesus, God’s righteousness revealed. 

 

Jesus, the expression of God’s love, 

the grace of God, the word of God  

revealed to us; 

Jesus, God’s holiness displayed, 

now glorified, now justified, 

his kingdom comes. 

 

And this kingdom will know no end 

and its glory shall know no bounds, 

for the majesty and power  

of this kingdom’s king has come. 

And this kingdom’s reign  

and this kingdom’s rule 

and this kingdom’s power and authority –  

Jesus, God’s righteousness revealed. 

 

And this kingdom will know no end 

and its glory shall know no bounds, 

for the majesty and power  

of this kingdom’s king has come. 

And this kingdom’s reign  

and this kingdom’s rule 

and this kingdom’s power and authority –  

Jesus, God’s righteousness revealed. 

 

Jesus, God’s righteousness revealed. 

Jesus, God’s righteousness revealed. 
Words and music: Geoff Bullock © 1995 Word Inc, USA.  

Used by permission. CCLI 109319 

Announcements 

 


