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Bethlehem Lutheran Church Wagga Wagga 

4th Sunday of Advent 

20th December, 2020  
 

The Triune God meets with us  

The angel said to Mary, ‘Do not be afraid, for you have found favour with God. 

You will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. 

He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, 

and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David.’  
(Luke 1:30-32 NRSV alt) 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen  

We meditate/sing the song ‘The world is waiting’ 

1. The world is waiting eagerly 
to see God’s hidden ones. 
The world in chains will be set free 
with his daughters and his sons. 
It groans in earth and sea and sky 
like a woman’s birth-bed pain, 
and, through the Spirit blows a morning 
wind, we groan again: 

 
2. How long, our Father God, how long –  

like earth and sky and sea – 
how long will we, your children, groan 
in deep futility? 
For you will raise us from our lonely 
grave to live and stand 
as sons and daughters of your love, 
inheriting your land. 

 
3. Our suff’rings we can hardly bear 

nor see what they may mean, 
except that ours may share in his 
who felt an edge more keen. 
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A hope we have, but cannot see 
what still is out of sight: 
a glory waits to touch our pain 
with resurrection light. 

 
4. Then we shall see a newborn sky, 

a newborn earth below, 
a newborn city, lit by love, 
where nothing false will go. 
And God will live with humankind –  
they will be his people sure – 
and he will wipe their tears away, 
and death shall be no more. 

 
5. Upon the throne the King will sit 

who went down into hell 
and won a Lamb’s way to the tree 
of life where all is well. 
Beside a river bright and clear, 
with fruit on every arm, 
the tree will grow the goodly leaves 
to heal the nations’ harm. 

 
6. Amen, amen! Lord Jesus, come! 

Make everything anew! 
Bring water in our wilderness, 
change us from false to true! 
Oh, may your kingdom come, our God, 
our life our hope and sun! 
Oh, as in heav’n, so now by us, 
may your good will be done! 

Words: Chester Schultz 
Music: Traditional English/Irish (‘Dives and Lazarus’) 

Words © 1975, 1993 Chester Schultz, 18 Charlton Street, Exeter SA 5019 
Used by permission. CCLI 109319 

We confess our sins to God the Father… 

Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we confess to you that by nature we are 
sinful and unclean, and that we have sinned against you by thought, word and 
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deed. Therefore we flee for refuge to your infinite mercy and plead for your grace 
for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Most merciful God, you have given your only Son to die for us: Have mercy on 
us, and for his sake grant us forgiveness of all our sins. By your Holy Spirit 
increase our knowledge of you and your will, and make us obedient to your 
word, so that by your grace we may come to eternal life; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 

…and God forgives us 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy on us, and has given his only 
Son to die for us, and for his sake forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in 
his name he has given the right to become children of God, and has given them his 
Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 

We light the 4th Advent candle and pray 

Lord Jesus, light of the world, we bless you for Gabriel who brought the good 
news; we bless you for Mary, who became your mother. Bless your church as it 
prepares for Christmas; and bless us your children who long for your coming. 

Amen. 

Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26  

1 I will sing of the Lord’s great love forever; 
    with my mouth I will make your faithfulness known 
    through all generations. 
2 I will declare that your love stands firm forever, 
    that you have established your faithfulness in heaven itself. 
3 You said, “I have made a covenant with my chosen one, 
    I have sworn to David my servant, 
4 ‘I will establish your line forever 
    and make your throne firm through all generations.’” 

 

I will sing of your steadfast love, 
O Lord, forever. 

 

19 Once you spoke in a vision, 
    to your faithful people you said: 
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“I have bestowed strength on a warrior; 
    I have raised up a young man from among the people. 
20 I have found David my servant; 
    with my sacred oil I have anointed him. 
21 My hand will sustain him; 
    surely my arm will strengthen him. 
22 The enemy will not get the better of him; 
    the wicked will not oppress him. 
23 I will crush his foes before him 
    and strike down his adversaries. 
24 My faithful love will be with him, 
    and through my name his horn will be exalted. 
25 I will set his hand over the sea, 
    his right hand over the rivers. 
26 He will call out to me, ‘You are my Father, 
    my God, the Rock my Saviour.’ 

 

I will sing of your steadfast love, 
O Lord, forever. 

Jesus leads us as we pray 
The Lord be with you 
And also with you. 

Let us pray for God to be with us. [silence] 

Thank you, loving heavenly Father, for coming with power to the Virgin Mary and 
making her the mother of our Lord. 

Come to us with your Holy Spirit, so that we receive your saving word and 
rejoice in our Saviour. For he lives with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 
Amen. 

1st Reading – God speaks through his prophets 

2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 God’s promise to David 

1 After the king was settled in his palace and the Lord had given him rest from all 
his enemies around him, 2 he said to Nathan the prophet, “Here I am, living in a 
house of cedar, while the ark of God remains in a tent.” 

3 Nathan replied to the king, “Whatever you have in mind, go ahead and do it, for 
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the Lord is with you.” 

4 But that night the word of the Lord came to Nathan, saying: 

5 “Go and tell my servant David, ‘This is what the Lord says: Are you the one to 
build me a house to dwell in? 6 I have not dwelt in a house from the day I brought 
the Israelites up out of Egypt to this day. I have been moving from place to place 
with a tent as my dwelling. 7 Wherever I have moved with all the Israelites, did I 
ever say to any of their rulers whom I commanded to shepherd my people Israel, 
“Why have you not built me a house of cedar?”’ 

8 “Now then, tell my servant David, ‘This is what the Lord Almighty says: I took you 
from the pasture, from tending the flock, and appointed you ruler over my people 
Israel. 9 I have been with you wherever you have gone, and I have cut off all your 
enemies from before you. Now I will make your name great, like the names of the 
greatest men on earth. 10 And I will provide a place for my people Israel and will 
plant them so that they can have a home of their own and no longer be disturbed. 
Wicked people will not oppress them anymore, as they did at the beginning 11 and 
have done ever since the time I appointed leaders over my people Israel. I will also 
give you rest from all your enemies. 

“‘The Lord declares to you that the Lord himself will establish a house for you:  

16 Your house and your kingdom will endure forever before me; your throne will 
be established forever.’” 

The time has come for us to wake up from our sleep. 
Let the word of Christ dwell in us richly. 

2nd Reading – God speaks through his apostles 

Romans 16:25-27 God reveals his age-long purpose in Jesus 

25 Now to him who is able to establish you in accordance with my gospel, the 
message I proclaim about Jesus Christ, in keeping with the revelation of the 
mystery hidden for long ages past, 26 but now revealed and made known through 
the prophetic writings by the command of the eternal God, so that all the Gentiles 
might come to the obedience that comes from faith— 27 to the only wise God be 
glory forever through Jesus Christ! Amen. 

The time has come for us to wake up from our sleep. 

Let the word of Christ dwell in us richly. 

Gospel Reading – God speaks through Jesus 

Luke 1:26-38 God’s call to Mary 
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26 In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to 
Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 27 to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named 
Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 The angel went to 
her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favoured! The Lord is with you.” 

29 Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this 
might be. 30 But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found 
favour with God. 31 You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call 
him Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord 
God will give him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over Jacob’s 
descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.” 

34 “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?” 

35 The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the 
Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son 
of God. 36 Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and 
she who was said to be unable to conceive is in her sixth month. 37 For no word 
from God will ever fail.” 

38 “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.” 
Then the angel left her. 

The time has come for us to wake up from our sleep. 

Let the word of Christ dwell in us richly. 

Help us to believe in you and follow you. Lord Jesus, thank you for showing favour 
to Mary and to us. 

Help us to trust in you as the Son of God. 
Amen. 

We meditate/sing the hymn ‘O come, O come Immanuel’ 

1.  O come, O come, Immanuel 
and ransom captive Israel, 
that mourns in lonely exile here, 
until the Son of God appear: 
 
Rejoice, rejoice! Immanuel 
Shall come to you, O Israel. 

 
2. O come, O branch of Jesse, free, 

your own from Satan’s tyranny; 
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from depths of hell your people save 
and give them victory o’er the grave. 
 
Rejoice, rejoice! Immanuel 
Shall come to you, O Israel. 

 
3. O come, O dayspring, come and cheer, 

our spirits by your advent here; 
disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
and death’s dark shadows put to flight: 
 
Rejoice, rejoice! Immanuel 
Shall come to you, O Israel. 

 
4. O come, O Key of David, come 

and open wide our heavenly home; 
make safe the way that leads on high, 
and close the path to misery: 
 
Rejoice, rejoice! Immanuel 
Shall come to you, O Israel. 

From the great O Antiphons, 12-13th cent 
Tr. John Mason Neale, 1851/1859. Alt. 

Used by permission. CCLI 109319 

God speaks to us 

The LCA provides this sermon edited for lay-reading, with thanks to the original 
author. 

The Text: Luke 1:26-38 

A week to go until Christmas!  Have you done all your shopping? Have you made 
all the necessary preparations for a wonderful Christmas celebration? Have you 
got spare time on your hands?  Could you answer the question: “How are you 
going?” without using that four letter word: “busy”? 

I hope you can all answer yes to these questions but I suspect that with a week to 
go to Christmas many of you are feeling a little bit of stress. Christmas can be a 
stressful time and really just a very difficult time for a lot of people.  All that needs 
to be done can seem quite overwhelming!  But more than that: the brokenness, 
darkness, pain and problems of our life can be amplified at Christmas because of 
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all the talk of good cheer and all the expectation that’s put on us to have a good 
time and be happy. 

At this time there are people for whom the lead up to Christmas is difficult but not 
as overwhelming as some of the other things they’re dealing with! Relationship 
problems, health problems, feelings of worthlessness, of not being appreciated, of 
being hard done by- can all be overwhelming.  Worry and anxiety about different 
issues. The seeming absence of God and disconnection from Him can be 
overwhelming. 

Feelings of guilt and shame can be overwhelming! Wherever we’re at though – we 
should spare a thought for Mary and the lead up to Christmas that she had! After 
the angel Gabriel appeared to her she found herself in what should have been an 
overwhelming situation.  She found herself with a serious relationship problem 
with Joseph.  Could she have felt hard done by? What worries might she have 
had? How overwhelming might things have seemed? 

It’s amazing that by all accounts Mary didn’t fret!  The message of the angel – 
remember angel means “messenger” – was delivered and Mary accepted it! She 
humbly accepted the Word of God, and the Word became flesh in her womb! It 
seems Mary’s heart was still and she was at peace – the message did what it was 
meant to! 

You all know that I’m nothing like Gabriel but today I am your angel – and I have 
 a message for you! 

It’s partly the same message that Mary accepted and it’s my prayer that you 
accept it, that you take it to heart and that the Word will grow in you and help you 
as you face whatever may be an overwhelming situation for you!   

The angel says to you too: “The Lord is with you!  Do not be afraid!  Nothing is 
impossible with God!” 

This message stills our hearts and gives us peace! 

When we accept this message and grasp the reality that Almighty God is with us, 
there is nothing we need to fear, and nothing is impossible with Him – it’s 
overwhelming, but in a very good way!   Like Mary the Word of God, the Christ, 
lives in us! 

When he lives in us there’s nothing to fear and nothing is impossible! The 
forgiveness of sins, newness of life and freedom from guilt and shame is not 
impossible! The Resurrection and new creation is not impossible!  Faith and 
obedience by the power of God is not impossible!  A heart that is still and at peace 
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is not impossible. What’s also not impossible is God working out all those things 
that seem overwhelming.  He worked blessing out of the cross and He can work 
out blessing out of every lesser evil. 

Mary asked Gabriel a question when he had given her the news that the Saviour 
would grow and live in her: “How will this be?” We too might ask the same 
question. How will this be? When things are overwhelming - how will the Lord be 
with us?  How will He deal with our fear? How will He do the seemingly impossible 
and free us from guilt and shame, make us obedient and give us hearts that are 
still and at peace. How will this be?   

It will be when we, like Mary, accept what God needs to give us—when we take 
the time to listen to and accept His Word seeking comfort, wisdom and peace 
from the ultimate source of comfort, wisdom and peace!  When we put it into 
practice! Four passages that I want to share with you today that are worth 
meditating on and praying over when things seem overwhelming are: 

1) “Be still, and know that I am God.” Psalm 46:10  

2) Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own 
understanding; in all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make your 
paths straight.  Proverbs 3:5-6 

3) Commit your way to the LORD; trust in him and he will do this: He will 
make your righteousness shine like the dawn, the justice of your cause like 
the noonday sun. Be still before the LORD and wait patiently for him; do not 
fret... Refrain from anger and turn from wrath; do not fret--it leads only to 
evil.  Psalm 37:5-8 

4) Live in harmony with one another. Do not be proud... Do not be conceited. 
Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of 
everybody. If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with 
everyone.  Romans 12:16-21 

We can fret and we can worry and we can deal with what happens in the way that 
we think is best and do it in our strength.  God says that our best response is to be 
still! To pray! To accept the counsel of God’s word which changes our hearts and 
helps us to love and forgive! 

With the help of God who is with us, whose love for us is unconditional and 
overwhelming, we can also have hearts that are still and at peace. We can submit 
to God, trust in Him and deal with others in loving and merciful ways! We can 
even be confident in the lead up to Christmas that things will work out! For 
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nothing is impossible with God! Amen. 

We confess our faith in the Triune God 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, dead, and buried.  
He descended into hell. 
The third day he rose again from the dead.  
He ascended into heaven,  
and sits at the right hand of God, the Father almighty,  
from thence he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic* church, 
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting.   
Amen. 

* ‘catholic’ here meaning 'universal' 

We meditate/sing the hymn ‘Behold a rose is growing’ 

1. Behold, a rose is growing, 
of loveliest form and grace, 
as prophets sang, foreknowing; 
it springs from Jesse's race, 
and comes a perfect flower, 
in midst of coldest winter, 
at deepest midnight hour. 

 
2. Isaiah had foretold it 

in words of promise sure, 
and Mary's arms enfold it - 
a gentle maiden pure. 
Through God's eternal will 
this child to her is given 
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at midnight calm and still. 
 
3. This rose, whose fragrance tender 

with sweetness fills the air, 
dispels with glorious splendour 
the darkness everywhere. 
As human, yet true God, 
from sin and death he saves us 
and lightens every load. 

 
4. O Saviour, child of Mary, 

you felt our human woe; 
O Saviour, King of glory, 
you all our weakness know. 
Lead us at last, we pray, 
to the full joys of heaven 
and into endless day. 

15th cent./'Geistliche Kirchengesang', Cologne 1599 
Anon., German, 15th cent. 

tr. vv.1-3 Harriet Renolds Spaeth 1845 - 1925 
v.4 John Caspar Mattes (1914)alt. 
Used by permission. CCLI 109319 

We give of ourselves 

Lord, as Mary accepted your will, may we also accept your will and rejoice in Christ 
our Saviour. 

Let your good news change our lives, and make us trusting and obedient, always 
ready to serve you with all we are and all we have. 
Amen. 

We pray for others 

Our Lord remembers the promises he makes to his people, and does great things 
for those who call on his name. Let us pray to our Father in heaven, confident that 
he will hear our prayers and act in his loving mercy. 

Almighty and eternal God, we thank you for the many blessings you have given us, 
although we have not deserved them. Especially we thank you for your saving 
word and the holy sacraments. Keep the teaching of the gospel pure in your 
church throughout the world, and give us faithful pastors to preach your word 
with boldness and power. Help your church to invest its time and resources in 
building the true temple- your people. Send out labourers into your harvest and 
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bring to faith those who do not yet know you. Have mercy on the enemies of your 
church, so that they may repent and live. Protect your church in all trouble, and 
defend it against all danger. 

Lord in your mercy: Hear our prayer 

Show your mercy to all the nations of the world. Bless our land and the people 
who live in it. Help those in government and positions of responsibility to maintain 
honesty and truth, justice and peace. Direct all schools and places of learning, so 
that students everywhere may learn truth and wisdom. 

Lord in your mercy: Hear our prayer 

Watch over and protect all expecting mothers and fathers. Comfort those parents 
who have lost children and those couples who want a child but have not been able 
to have one. Bless the work of adoption agencies and orphanages who care for 
children without parents and help them find loving homes. 

Lord in your mercy: Hear our prayer 

Graciously protect us from war and disease, famine, political instability and natural 
disasters. Watch over those who travel, especially those visiting family and friends 
at this time. Support all people in their proper vocation, and help all those who are 
unemployed or underemployed. Bless our arts and culture, our science and 
technology. Help those who are sick and in need. And comfort those who are 
lonely and in trouble. 

Lord in your mercy: Hear our prayer 

Just as Mary heard your word, trusted you, and bore the fruit of your Spirit, lead 
us to hear your word and trust you, so that we may live fruitful lives, filled with the 
joy of your Holy Spirit. We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

We pray the prayer of Jesus 

Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
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Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. Matt 6:9-13 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

The Triune God sends us out with blessing 

May Christ, the Sun of Righteousness, shine on us and make us ready to meet him 
when he comes in glory.     

And the blessing of almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be with us always. 

Amen. 

We meditate/sing the hymn ‘Tell out my soul’ 

1. Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord! 
Unnumbered blessings, give my spirit voice; 
tender to me the promise of his word; 
in God my Saviour shall my heart rejoice. 

 
2. Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his name! 

Make known his might, the deeds his arm has done; 
his mercy sure, from age to age the same; 
his holy name - the Lord, the Mighty One. 

 
3. Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his might! 

Powers and dominions lay their glory by. 
Proud hearts and stubborn wills are put to flight, 
the hungry fed, the humble lifted high. 

 
4. Tell out, my soul, the glories of his word! 

Firm is his promise, and his mercy sure. 
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord 
to children's children and for evermore! 

Timothy Dudley-Smith 1926— 
Based on Luke !:46-55 in The New English Bible 

Words: Timothy Dudley-Smith 
Words © 1962 renewal 1990 by Hope Publishing Co., Carol Stream, IL 60188 

All rights reserved. Used by permission 
Music by permission Oxford University Press 

Copyright © HarperCollinsReligious, 2000. For overhead projection use only. 
Used by permission. CCLI 109319 

Announcements 


