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Bethlehem Lutheran Church Wagga Wagga 

3rd Sunday after Epiphany 

24th January, 2021  
 

The Triune God meets with us  

Brothers and sisters, the appointed time has grown short. 

For the present form of this world is passing away. (1 Cor 7:29a, 31b NRSV) 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen  

We sing the song ‘Father welcomes all his children’ (LHS 826) 

Father welcomes all his children  

to his family through his Son. 

Father giving his salvation, 

life for ever has been won. 

 

1. Little children, come to me,  

for my kingdom is of these.  

Life and love I have to give,  

mercy for your sin: 

 

Father welcomes all his children  

to his family through his Son. 

Father giving his salvation, 

life for ever has been won. 

 

2. ln the water, in the Word,  

in his promise, be assured: 

Those who are baptized and believe  

shall be born again: 

 

Father welcomes all his children  

to his family through his Son. 

Father giving his salvation, 

life for ever has been won. 
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3. Let us daily die to sin; 

let us daily rise with him - 

walk in the love of Christ our Lord,  

live in the peace of God. 

 

Father welcomes all his children  

to his family through his Son. 

Father giving his salvation, 

life for ever has been won. 
Robin Mann 1949- (1973) 

Used by permission. CCLI 109319 

We confess our sins to God the Father… 

We lay down our sins and burdens before God 

Let us confess our sins in the presence of God and of each other. 

We confess to you, almighty God, before the whole company of heaven, 

and to each other, that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, by our 

own fault. Have mercy on us, for Jesus’ sake, forgive us all our sins, and 

bring us to eternal life. Amen. 

…and God forgives us 

May the almighty and merciful Lord grant us pardon and forgiveness of all our 

sins. 

Amen. 

Jesus leads us as we pray 

The Lord be with you 

And also with you. 

Let us pray that we heed Jesus’ call to discipleship. [silence] 

Merciful God, we thank you for sending your Son to announce the coming of 

your kingdom. 

Make us ready to hear his call, to turn away from our sins, and to believe his 

good news. We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

1st Reading – God speaks through his prophets 

Jonah 3:1-5, 10 The city of Nineveh repents  
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1 Then the word of the Lord came to Jonah a second time: 2 “Go to the great city 

of Nineveh and proclaim to it the message I give you.” 

3 Jonah obeyed the word of the Lord and went to Nineveh. Now Nineveh was a 

very large city; it took three days to go through it. 4 Jonah began by going a day’s 

journey into the city, proclaiming, “Forty more days and Nineveh will be 

overthrown.” 5 The Ninevites believed God. A fast was proclaimed, and all of 

them, from the greatest to the least, put on sackcloth. 

10 When God saw what they did and how they turned from their evil ways, he 

relented and did not bring on them the destruction he had threatened. 

This is the word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God 

We respond with Psalm 62:5-12  

5 Yes, my soul, find rest in God; 

    my hope comes from him. 

6 Truly he is my rock and my salvation; 

    he is my fortress, I will not be shaken. 

7 My salvation and my honor depend on God; 

    he is my mighty rock, my refuge. 

8 Trust in him at all times, you people; 

    pour out your hearts to him, 

    for God is our refuge. 

9 Surely the lowborn are but a breath, 

    the highborn are but a lie. 

If weighed on a balance, they are nothing; 

    together they are only a breath. 

10 Do not trust in extortion 

    or put vain hope in stolen goods; 

though your riches increase, 

    do not set your heart on them. 

11 One thing God has spoken, 
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    two things I have heard: 

“Power belongs to you, God, 
12     and with you, Lord, is unfailing love”; 

and, “You reward everyone 

    according to what they have done.” 

2nd Reading – God speaks through his apostles 

1 Corinthians 7:29-31 Living in the last times 

29 What I mean, brothers and sisters, is that the time is short. From now on those 

who have wives should live as if they do not; 30 those who mourn, as if they did 

not; those who are happy, as if they were not; those who buy something, as if it 

were not theirs to keep; 31 those who use the things of the world, as if not 

engrossed in them. For this world in its present form is passing away. 

This is the word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God 

Gospel reading – God speaks through Jesus 

Mark 1:14-20 Repent and believe the good news 

14 After John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good 

news of God. 15 “The time has come,” he said. “The kingdom of God has come 

near. Repent and believe the good news!” 

16 As Jesus walked beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother 

Andrew casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen. 17 “Come, follow me,” 

Jesus said, “and I will send you out to fish for people.” 18 At once they left their 

nets and followed him. 

19 When he had gone a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his 

brother John in a boat, preparing their nets. 20 Without delay he called them, and 

they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men and followed him. 

This is the gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

Thank you, Lord Jesus, for calling us to repent and believe the good news about 

you. 

Help us to catch other people for you. 

Amen. 
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God speaks to His children 

We sing the hymn ‘Spread, O spread, thou mighty word’ (LH 221) 

1. Spread, O spread, almighty word, 

spread the kingdom of the Lord, 

where the breath of God has given 

life to people meant for heaven. 

 

2. Tell them how the Father's will 

made the world, and keeps it still; 

how his only Son he gave, 

all from sin and death to save. 

 

3. Tell of our Redeemer's love, 

who, for ever to remove 

all the guilt that in us lies, 

gave himself as sacrifice. 

 

4. Tell them of the Spirit given 

now to guide us on to heaven, 

strong and holy, just and true, 

working both to will and do. 

 

5. Up! the ripening fields you see, 

mighty will the harvest be; 

but the reapers still are few, 

great the work they have to do. 

 

6. Lord of harvest, kind and true, 

give us strength to work for you, 

till the nations everywhere 

see your light, and know your care. 
Walte, walte nah und fern 

Jonathan Friedrich Bahnmaier 1774-1841 

tr Catherine Winkworth 1827-78 (1858) alt 

Used by permission. CCLI 109319 

God speaks to us 

The LCA provides this sermon edited for lay-reading, with thanks to the original 
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author. 

Mark 1:15 

 

You may have noticed how journalists carefully followed Catherine, the Duchess 

of Cambridge, and Prince William, when Catherine was pregnant. The journalists 

analysed every sentence spoken, the slight movement of Catherine’s hand across 

the ‘baby bump’, and even what the Duchess wore in order to glean a bit more 

information about the yet-to-be-born royal baby. A magazine journal thought it 

had a scoop when it published an article saying that twins were about to be 

added to the royal family. A TV presenter announced that the royal baby would 

be a princess because the Duchess wore a pink coat. Really! Are we supposed to 

believe such trashy news? 

Today we hear from the gospel writer, Mark. He records the first words from 

Jesus after his baptism.  Mark says this is “Good News from God”.  We wait with 

expectation.  What will Jesus say?  Will he say something eloquent, wise, deep 

and meaningful?  Will everyone gasp and swoon as he speaks this glad 

announcement from God?  To paraphrase, he says, “The time has come, and the 

kingdom of God is within reach, so turn your life around and get on board”. Is 

that all?  I checked Matthew and Luke and they don’t even have this much. Not 

really a grand entrance.  The heavens didn’t open to reveal the Messiah as 

prophesied. No “Tada, here I am after centuries of waiting; the messiah you’ve 

been waiting for”. No three cheers from the crowd.   

In fact, Jesus talks about the Kingdom of God, but he never stops to define what 

he means.  

So let’s talk about kingdoms in general for a minute. If I asked around the room 

what images come to mind when one thinks of the word ‘kingdom’, I believe we 

would get quite a few different responses.  Some might think of the kingdoms of 

fairy tales, others, the ‘Game of Thrones’ or ‘Lord of the Rings’ type of kingdoms, 

and others, like myself, who enjoy medieval history might have a much darker 

image of kingdoms with heartless kings, greedy nobles, poverty and disease. The 

word is surrounded with a lot of baggage.  

If I had the time I would take you on a study through the Old Testament to 

understand the rule of God, his kingdom and how the concept of the kingship 

took on messianic and futuristic qualities.  The kingship of God doesn’t carry with 

it any of the negative authoritarian, oppressive, implications of Israel’s past kings.  
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This Old Testament understanding of Kingdom of God included hope, joy, peace, 

a new beginning, a new king, a new Israel and the great feeling of coming home.   

I’m going to use the word ‘culture’ to explain God’s kingdom.  Now that might 

seem a strange word to use, but let me explain using the following example.   

There was a couple who had three lovely granddaughters, whose mother was 

French.  Her parents live in a small, pretty French village in the Loire Valley.  

When they visited them, they had to forget about their own culture and the way 

they did things and totally immerse themselves in everything that is French: 

speaking only the French language, preparing food the French way, how it is 

eaten the French way, including how you break, not cut, your baguettes, the way 

an aperitif is served before dinner, the way you eat your evening meal over 

several hours with several courses and wine to suit each one, and eating only one 

type of food at a time – not mixing everything together as is the custom in 

Australia. 

You see, culture is us. Culture is who we are and how we do things, and what we 

value and stand for.  Culture shapes the way we behave, what we say. It shapes 

our whole life.   

I think you might understand why I chose the word ‘culture’ to explain the impact 

of Jesus’ announcement that the Kingdom of God is here.  Jesus is announcing 

that with the coming of God’s kingdom there is a culture shift. Now is the time to 

abandon (repent, turn away from) the values of the culture of this world and get 

on board.  It’s time to immerse yourself in God’s new culture, God’s new way of 

living, a new way of looking at the past, present and future, God’s new values of 

hope, love, forgiveness, compassion, boldness, and so on. To be immersed in the 

culture of God is major change in a person’s life.   

The disciples Jesus called that day along the shore of Lake Galilee heard Jesus say 

simply, “Come with me”. “Come with me and turn away from the culture, the 

lifestyle that is focussed on yourselves, your sinfulness.  Come with me and turn 

away from the culture of this world with all its distractions and self-centredness 

that drives a wedge between you and God, and get on board God’s culture; 

God’s new way of living that changes the way you think about the world and 

others, the way you see nature, the people around you and yourself, the way you 

interact with the pain and hurt and suffering in the community around you.  

Come and get on board with this radical new turnaround”.   

As we heard in the anecdote about getting to know the French culture, it takes a 
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while to be fully immersed in a culture that is a radical shift from what we are 

accustomed.  That day along the shore of Lake Galilee, the disciples made the 

first big step getting on board with the new culture of the Kingdom of God.  It 

took a while for them to fully realise what this meant – it took them the next 3 

years and the rest of their lives.  Mark records the beginning of their new journey 

– “At once they left their nets and went with him” (v18).   

So what has all this to say to us today?  I dare say many of you have you been 

participants in the church for many years, maybe a lifetime, others a shorter time 

but no less dedicated.  That doesn’t matter.  It’s easy to take for granted the 

Kingdom of God and the radical shift this brings into our lives.  It’s easy to miss 

this culture change, because that part of our inner nature that constantly urges 

us to become self-focussed, inward looking, putting me-first, stating I-want-my-

way, gradually and unnoticeably takes over.  In actual fact, without us even 

realising it, a coup takes place – a culture other than the Kingdom of God takes 

over; we adopt ways and values that we realise are all wrong.  We might have 

been on board once, but somewhere along the way we’ve got off. 

Throughout Paul’s letters he urges his readers to follow the way of Jesus not the 

ways of the world.  You see, as Christians we live in a situation of constant 

tension between what is God’s way and what is the way of our own desires and 

the world.  As people who follow Christ, who live in the culture of the Kingdom of 

God, as those who have been baptised in Christ and put on the nature and 

characteristics of Jesus – his love and compassion, his gentleness and 

forgiveness, his patience and self-giving, his focus on the needs of others before 

his own needs – as we live in this kind of atmosphere and culture this will often 

bring us into a conflict with ourselves and also with the values and acceptable 

standards of the people around us, many of whom we know and love dearly.  

Being “in Christ” is a tough call.  Getting on board with the culture of the 

Kingdom of God is a real challenge. 

Let’s hear from the apostle Paul.  He says, “Don’t copy the behaviour and 

customs of this world, but let God transform you into a new person by changing 

the way you think.” (Rom 12:2) or as he says in Ephesians, “Since you are God's 

dear children, you must try to be like him. Your life must be controlled by love, 

just as Christ loved us and gave his life for us” (Eph. 5:1,2).   

In Philippians he says, “All I want to know is Christ”.  Paul is talking about a 

Christianity that’s not just in our heads but influences and affects and infects 

everything in our lives.  Not one corner of our being is to be left untouched by 
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the “new thing” that Jesus brings into our lives.  We are to be totally immersed, 

soaked, saturated in the culture of the Kingdom of God. Paul often talks about 

becoming more and more “like Christ”. 

Coming up on our calendars is Australia Day – a day when we celebrate the good 

things about our country, and without a doubt, we have so much to be happy 

about and to thank God.  There are many good things to celebrate in our Aussie 

culture.  But let’s not be so patriotic that we don’t see that Australian culture will 

put us in conflict with the culture of the Kingdom of God.  Being “in Christ”, 

“bearing the image of Christ”, being “like Christ” is a challenge in our modern 

world.  It’s easier to blend into our Aussie culture and accept even what we know 

goes against our calling to be “like Christ”. 

We know that the apostle Paul struggled within himself about how well he 

followed Christ's way.  He said that he knew what was the right thing to do, but 

for some reason he kept on doing the wrong thing.  That sounds very familiar 

doesn’t it?  And like Paul, we know that in the Kingdom of God we find the 

forgiveness and newness that Christ has won for us. 

The world, our nation, needs you and me to be “like Christ”. Which culture do we 

allow to shape our hearts, minds, attitudes, lifestyles, relationships with people 

nearby and faraway—and not the least with God himself?  What is it that forms 

our identity – is it the culture of the world or is it the mind of Christ?  The 

Kingdom of God, the culture of God, has come to you.  Christ is in you; you are in 

Christ! Amen.     

We confess our faith in the Triune God 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

was crucified, dead, and buried.  

He descended into hell. 

The third day he rose again from the dead.  

He ascended into heaven,  

and sits at the right hand of God, the Father almighty,  

from thence he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
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I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the holy catholic* church, 

the communion of saints,  

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body,  

and the life everlasting.   

Amen. 
* ‘catholic’ here meaning 'universal' 

We sing the song ‘I am the light of the world’ (ATA 128) 

'I am the Light of the world! 

You people, come and follow Me!' 

If you follow and love, 

You'll learn the mystery 

Of what you were meant to do and be. 

 

1. When the song of the angels is stilled,  

When the star in the sky is gone, 

When the kings and the shepherds have found their way home, 

The work of Christmas is begun: 

 

'I am the Light of the world! 

You people, come and follow Me!' 

If you follow and love, 

You'll learn the mystery 

Of what you were meant to do and be. 

 

2. To find the lost and lonely man, 

To heal his broken soul with love, 

To feed the hungry children with warmth and good food, 

To feel the earth below, the sky above: 

 

'I am the Light of the world! 

You people, come and follow Me!' 

If you follow and love, 

You'll learn the mystery 

Of what you were meant to do and be. 
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3. To free the prisoner from his chains,  

To make the powerful care, 

To rebuild the nations with strength of goodwill,  

To call a man your brother everywhere; 

 

'I am the Light of the world! 

You people, come and follow Me!' 

If you follow and love, 

You'll learn the mystery 

Of what you were meant to do and be. 

 

4. To bring hope to every task you do,  

To dance at a baby's new birth, 

To make music in an old man's heart, 

And sing to the colours of the earth: 

 

'I am the Light of the world! 

You people, come and follow Me!' 

If you follow and love, 

You'll learn the mystery 

Of what you were meant to do and be. 
Jim Strathdee 

Used by permission. CCLI 109319 

We give of ourselves 

Lord, we thank you for making us your followers. 

Help us to give of ourselves wholeheartedly and serve you by witnessing to 

others of your love, through our lives and our words. Use our gifts for your 

good purposes. 

Amen. 

We pray for others 

Our Lord Jesus proclaimed the good news of God saying, 'Repent, and believe in 

the good news.' Our risen Lord is present with us, so let us come to our Father in 

repentance and trust, and ask him to hear the prayers we offer in Jesus' name. 

Dear heavenly Father, thank you for making us followers of Jesus.  Turn us away 

from all sin, and build our faith in him.  Help us give ourselves wholeheartedly to 

our callings, in the world and in the church. 
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Lord, in your mercy…hear our prayer. 

We pray for those who spread the gospel - pastors, teachers, evangelists - that 

they would have courage for their work, and teach only the truth in love. Provide 

pastors for all your flock: bless those studying for the public ministry and 

encourage those who are struggling with the call to serve you in this way. 

Lord, in your mercy…hear our prayer. 

We pray for those who hear the gospel, that they would repent and believe in the 

time that you provide.  Grow the seeds of your word that have been planted 

among the children attending our schools, Sunday Schools and children’s 

ministry activities, and help them to be a witness in their homes. 

Lord, in your mercy…hear our prayer. 

Have mercy Lord on those who are afraid of you and scared to open up the dark 

corners of their lives to your judgement and mercy.  Help us all examine 

ourselves, receive your forgiveness, and be renewed by your Spirit. 

Lord, in your mercy…hear our prayer. 

Thank you for the many blessings we receive in this land of Australia.  Meet the 

needs of those who are do not have enough for daily life, and uphold this 

country in peace and prosperity.  

Lord, in your mercy…hear our prayer. 

We pray for the sick and those near death whose appointed time has grown 

short.  Bring all to call on you in the day of trouble, and comfort them with your 

love.  Be with those among us who are sick. Today we commit to you Michelle. 

Watch over her, give her confidence in your good and gracious will for her and 

guide the surgeons, doctors, nurses and other health professionals who care for 

her. Lord we pray for healing for Michelle and those we quietly name in our 

hearts… (brief silence) 

Lord, in your mercy…hear our prayer. 

Lord, you have called us to follow your Son in repentance and trust. By your Holy 

Spirit strengthen us when we are weary, fill us with hope when we despair, and 

give us your light when we walk in darkness, for you alone are our rock and 

salvation. We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

Amen. 
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We pray the prayer of Jesus 

Our Father in heaven,  

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done,  

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. Matt 6:9-13 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. 

Amen. 

The Triune God sends us out with blessing 

Go in peace. Repent and believe the good news of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.   

Amen. 

We sing the hymn ‘Jesus, lead Thou on’ (LHS 341) 

1. Jesus, lead us on, 

till our rest is won; 

even when the way is cheerless, 

let us follow, calm and fearless; 

guide us by your hand 

to our Father's land. 

 

2. When dark clouds appear, 

when no help seems near, 

let our fears not overtake us, 

let not faith and hope forsake us; 

Jesus, lead us through, 

to our home with you. 

 

3. When we seek relief 

from a long-felt grief, 

when temptations come alluring, 
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make us patient and enduring; 

show us that bright shore 

where we weep no more. 

 

4. Jesus, still lead on, 

till our rest is won; 

heavenly leader, still direct us, 

give us comfort, and protect us, 

till we safely stand 

in our Father's land. 
Jesu, geh voran 

Cento from Nikolaus Ludwig von Zinzendorf (1700-1760) 

Tr. Jane Borthwick (1846) 

rev. David Schubert (1989) 

Used by permission. CCLI 109319 

Announcements 


