
[1] 
 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church Wagga Wagga 

3rd Sunday of Advent 

13th December, 2020  
 

The Triune God meets with us  

The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, 

because the Lord has anointed me; 

he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, 

to bind up the brokenhearted and to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.   
(Isa 61:1a,b, 2a NRSV) 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen  

We meditate/sing the song ‘Christ be our light’ 

1.  Longing for light, we wait in darkness. 
Longing for truth, we turn to you.  
Make us your own, your holy people,  
light for the world to see. 
 
Christ, be our light! Shine in our hearts.  
Shine through the darkness. 
Christ, be our light! 
Shine in your church gathered today 

 
2.  Longing for peace, our world is troubled. 

Longing for hope, many despair. 
Your word alone has power to save us. 
Make us your living voice. 
 
Christ, be our light! Shine in our hearts.  
Shine through the darkness. 
Christ, be our light! 
Shine in your church gathered today 

 
3.  Longing for food, many are hungry. 

Longing for water, many still thirst. 
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Make us your bread, broken for others,  
shared until all are fed. 
 
Christ, be our light! Shine in our hearts.  
Shine through the darkness. 
Christ, be our light! 
Shine in your church gathered today 

 
4.  Longing for shelter, many are homeless. 

Longing for warmth, many are cold. 
Make us your building, sheltering others  
walls made of living stone. 
 
Christ, be our light! Shine in our hearts.  
Shine through the darkness. 
Christ, be our light! 
Shine in your church gathered today 

 
5.  Many the gifts, many the people,  

many the hearts that yearn to belong.  
Let us be servants to one another,  
making your kingdom come. 
 
Christ, be our light! Shine in our hearts.  
Shine through the darkness. 
Christ, be our light! 
Shine in your church gathered today 
 
Christ, be our light! Shine in our hearts.  
Shine through the darkness. 
Christ, be our light! 
Shine in your church gathered today 

Words and music: Bernadette Farrell 
© 1993 Bernadette Farrell. Administered in Australia by Word of Life 

Distributors, Unit 3, 8 Leda Drive, Andrews Qld 4220. 
Used by permission. CCLI 109319 

We confess our sins to God the Father… 

Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we confess to you that by nature we are 
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sinful and unclean, and that we have sinned against you by thought, word and 
deed. Therefore we flee for refuge to your infinite mercy and plead for your grace 
for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Most merciful God, you have given your only Son to die for us: Have mercy on 
us, and for his sake grant us forgiveness of all our sins. By your Holy Spirit 
increase our knowledge of you and your will, and make us obedient to your 
word, so that by your grace we may come to eternal life; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 

…and God forgives us 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy on us, and has given his only 
Son to die for us, and for his sake forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in 
his name he has given the right to become children of God, and has given them his 
Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 

We light the Advent candle and pray 

Lord Jesus, you are the light of the world. John the Baptist preached that people 
should repent and get ready for you to come. Come into our hearts, and help us to 
welcome you. 

Amen. 

Psalm 126  

1 When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, 

    we were like those who dreamed 

2 Our mouths were filled with laughter, 

    our tongues with songs of joy. 

Then it was said among the nations, 

    “The Lord has done great things for them.” 

3 The Lord has done great things for us, 

    and we are filled with joy. 

4 Restore our fortunes, Lord, 

    like streams in the Negev. 

5 Those who sow with tears 

    will reap with songs of joy. 

6 Those who go out weeping, 
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    carrying seed to sow, 

will return with songs of joy, 

    carrying sheaves with them. 

Jesus leads us as we pray 
The Lord be with you 
And also with you. 

Let us pray that we receive Christ with joy. [silence] 

Jesus, our promised Messiah, John the Baptist went ahead of you and proclaimed 
the good news of your coming. 

Encourage us to receive you with joy as our redeemer, and faithfully follow you. 
For you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 
Amen. 

1st Reading – God speaks through his prophets 

Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 The good news of God’s deliverance 

1 The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on me, 
    because the Lord has anointed me 
    to proclaim good news to the poor. 
He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, 
    to proclaim freedom for the captives 
    and release from darkness for the prisoners, 
2 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour 
    and the day of vengeance of our God, 
to comfort all who mourn, 
3     and provide for those who grieve in Zion— 
to bestow on them a crown of beauty 
    instead of ashes, 
the oil of joy 
    instead of mourning, 
and a garment of praise 
    instead of a spirit of despair. 
They will be called oaks of righteousness, 
    a planting of the Lord 
    for the display of his splendour. 
4 They will rebuild the ancient ruins 
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    and restore the places long devastated; 
they will renew the ruined cities 
    that have been devastated for generations. 
8 “For I, the Lord, love justice; 
    I hate robbery and wrongdoing. 
In my faithfulness I will reward my people 
    and make an everlasting covenant with them. 
9 Their descendants will be known among the nations 
    and their offspring among the peoples. 
All who see them will acknowledge 
    that they are a people the Lord has blessed.” 
10 I delight greatly in the Lord; 
    my soul rejoices in my God. 
For he has clothed me with garments of salvation 
    and arrayed me in a robe of his righteousness, 
as a bridegroom adorns his head like a priest, 
    and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 
11 For as the soil makes the sprout come up 
    and a garden causes seeds to grow, 
so the Sovereign Lord will make righteousness 
    and praise spring up before all nations. 

The time has come for us to wake up from our sleep. 
Let the word of Christ dwell in us richly. 

2nd Reading – God speaks through his apostles 

1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 Ready for the coming of the Lord  

16 Rejoice always, 17 pray continually, 18 give thanks in all circumstances; for this is 
God’s will for you in Christ Jesus. 

19 Do not quench the Spirit. 20 Do not treat prophecies with contempt 21 but test 
them all; hold on to what is good, 22 reject every kind of evil. 

23 May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through. May your 
whole spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 24 The one who calls you is faithful, and he will do it. 

The time has come for us to wake up from our sleep. 

Let the word of Christ dwell in us richly. 

Gospel Reading – God speaks through Jesus 
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John 1:6-8, 19-28 He who comes after me stands among you  

6 There was a man sent from God whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness 
to testify concerning that light, so that through him all might believe. 8 He himself 
was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light. 

19 Now this was John’s testimony when the Jewish leaders in Jerusalem sent 
priests and Levites to ask him who he was. 20 He did not fail to confess, but 
confessed freely, “I am not the Messiah.” 

21 They asked him, “Then who are you? Are you Elijah?” 

He said, “I am not.” 

“Are you the Prophet?” 

He answered, “No.” 

22 Finally they said, “Who are you? Give us an answer to take back to those who 
sent us. What do you say about yourself?” 

23 John replied in the words of Isaiah the prophet, “I am the voice of one calling in 
the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way for the Lord.’” 

24 Now the Pharisees who had been sent 25 questioned him, “Why then do you 
baptize if you are not the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” 

26 “I baptize with water,” John replied, “but among you stands one you do not 
know. 27 He is the one who comes after me, the straps of whose sandals I am not 
worthy to untie.” 

28 This all happened at Bethany on the other side of the Jordan, where John was 
baptizing. 

The time has come for us to wake up from our sleep. 

Let the word of Christ dwell in us richly. 

Thank you, Lord Jesus, the Light, for coming into the world and shining on us. 

Help us to believe in you and follow you. Amen. 

Children’s Message 

We meditate/sing the hymn ‘On Jordan’s bank, the Baptist’s cry’ 

1. On Jordan's bank the Baptist's cry 
announces that the Lord is nigh; 
awake and hearken, for he brings 
glad tidings of the King of kings! 
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2. Then cleansed be ev'ry life from sin; 
make straight the way for God within, 
and let us all our hearts prepare 
for Christ to come and enter there. 

 
3. We hail Thee as our Saviour, Lord, 

our refuge and our great reward; 
without Thy grace we waste away 
like flow'rs that wither and decay. 

 
4. Lay on the sick Thy healing hand 

and make the fallen strong to stand; 
show us the glory of Thy face 
Till beauty springs in every place. 

 
5. All praise, eternal Son, to Thee 

whose advent sets Thy people free, 
whom with the Father we adore 
and Holy Spirit evermore. 

Public Domain 
Used by permission. CCLI 109319 

God speaks to us 

The LCA provides this sermon edited for lay-reading, with thanks to the original 
author.  

The Text: John 1:6-8, 19-28 

 

John the Baptist’s ministry had caused such a stir that a delegation from the 
Jewish ruling authorities had come to question him. Who is this man who eats 
locusts and wild honey, standing at the desert looking like Elijah of old, dressed in 
camel-haired garments with a leather belt around his waist? Because Elijah had 
been taken to heaven before he had died, the Jews expected him to come again as 
the forerunner to the Messiah. Could this be him, standing there on the banks of 
the Jordan? So they ask: “Who are you then? Elijah?” John answers: “I am not.” 
Well if he’s not Elijah, perhaps he is another prophet like Moses, promised long 
ago in Deuteronomy 18, so they ask: “Are you the Prophet?” “No.” “Who are you”, 
they said, “that we may give an answer to those who sent us? What do you say 
about yourself?” 
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John the Baptist is one of the most significant people in the New Testament. He is 
a key figure in God’s work of salvation, promised back in the Old Testament, who 
was sent by God as a witness to the Light who was coming into the world. The 
whole purpose of John the Baptist’s ministry is to bear witness to Jesus. 
Throughout our text today the point is repeatedly made that John is not the Light; 
not the Messiah promised from God, but his role is simply to testify to him: “This 
man came as a witness to testify concerning the Light, that everyone may believe 
through him. He was not that light but came to testify concerning the Light” (v7-8).  

 

John is very clear about who he is not. He is not the Christ. He is not Elijah, or a 
special prophet. He knows that he is just John. He doesn’t answer them by saying: 
“I’m John the Baptist” or “I have this special ministry.” Here we have an insight 
into one of the most profound models of humility. He didn’t highlight anything 
about himself, but in fact he did the opposite. John says: “I baptise with water but 
another stands among you who you do not know, the One coming after me who I 
am not worthy to unbind the strap of his sandal.  

 

When you untie someone else’s shoes, you bend down to do it. There at ground 
level―sandal level―it is physically and practically impossible for anyone to bow 
any lower. John says he’s not even worthy to be in this position before Jesus; to 
bow before him; to stoop to the lowest place a human being possibly can and 
render this most basic of service―helping untie a sandal. So John the Baptist’s 
confession of faith is not only a confession of faith about who Jesus is; it is a 
confession of faith about who he is too. He is not worthy; he is a sinner just like 
those who he preached repentance to. After today’s text, in 3:30 John would say 
of Jesus, and of himself: “He must become greater; I must become less.” 

 

John’s baptism of repentance is God’s work. He is the one who goes to work in our 
hearts through his word. Turning to Jesus with our sins for him to take them away 
can only come after he has first washed and recreated our hearts. Today John 
shows us what that turning looks like. It looks like bowing, stooping. That kind of 
posture is hard. It hurts our pride much more than it hurts our knees. But it is one 
of the greatest witnesses we can give. Because we can only do that when Christ is 
at work, bringing change at the deepest level within us. We can only kneel 
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repentantly before God and others when Christ has made our heart his manger 
and he increases in us, shining his light, making us less, freeing us from the sin of 
human self-preoccupation and self-absorption. When Christ goes to work in us, we 
are able to acknowledge that he, the Saviour of the world is the Saviour we need 
too. We are able to join with John the Baptist’s confession of Christ and ourselves, 
that we are not worthy in even the lowest position before the Christ, and that “He 
must become greater, I must become less.”  

 

These religious leaders who come to John the Baptist don’t know God. If they did, 
they wouldn’t be asking John about his identity and why he is baptising. “What do 
you have to say about yourself?” they ask John, and John reveals his identity to 
them by pointing to the Scriptures: “I am the voice crying out in the wilderness 
‘Make straight the way of the Lord’”. He is the one promised by God from of old to 
prepare the way for their Saviour. Yet even now the One who John announces is 
coming after him, stands among them: “I baptise with water,” John said “but 
another stands among you who you do not know, the One coming after me who I 
am not worthy to unbind the strap of his sandal” (v27). 

 

The readings for Advent began with Isaiah 64: “Oh that you would rend the 
heavens and come down!” We could read that as―”God why won’t you do 
something!” Today, on the Sunday of Advent with the theme of joy, our text leads 
us to rejoice that he has! God did rend the heavens and come down in the person 
of Christ, coming to the world as its Saviour. The Christian faith cherishes God’s 
own promise in the Scriptures that he will come again soon, coming on the clouds 
of heaven to take his faithful people to share in his glory forever. What joy that 
will be, to finally be with our Lord in glory, free from our sinful body and free from 
all pain and anguish, all anxiety and trouble, and only unending paradise. 

 

God came to earth at that first Christmas to be born in a manger for us. Then he 
came for us with all his grace and favour and his own promise in connection with 
baptism: “Lo I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” Not just the end of 
your life in the world―but the very end of time as the last day turns into the new, 
unending day and the Lord of Light will shine before you forever.  

 

And so he is with us each day. He is with us today―here, now. In the words of 
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John the Baptist, another stands among you. The difference between us and the 
religious leaders who confronted John is that we do know the one whose sandals 
we are not worthy to untie. He is the Pastor of his church, the great shepherd of 
our souls. He stood among us when he baptised us with the Holy Spirit and joined 
us with his death and resurrection and washed away all our sin. He stands among 
us with his divine grace and favour for us as we kneel by his sandals for him to 
forgive us all our sin, freeing us to stand with joy in his presence. He stands among 
us as we stand to listen to him speak his gospel. He stands among us as pastor and 
people pray. He stands among us to preach to us that he is the Good News from 
God. He stands among us to serve us his precious body and blood he shed on the 
Cross, where he, the worthy One, made himself unworthy, to give to us personally 
in his holy meal the forgiveness, life and salvation he won for all people. He stands 
among us and lifts up his hands to bless us to bear witness to him and shine his 
light in a dark world.  

  

As you do, God is still present and doing something in the world today. He visits 
those we come across. He serves through our hands. He encourages through our 
encouragement. He loves in the love we show. He intercedes for those we pray 
for. He shines his light through us to overcome the darkness of despair in the 
world around, as we share the reason for the hope we have―that Light of Light, 
true God of true God, has come into the world to save sinners and call them in the 
service of his kingdom. What greater joy could there be? Amen. 
 

We confess our faith in the Triune God 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, dead, and buried.  
He descended into hell. 
The third day he rose again from the dead.  
He ascended into heaven,  
and sits at the right hand of God, the Father almighty,  
from thence he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
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the holy catholic* church, 
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting.   
Amen. 

* ‘catholic’ here meaning 'universal' 

We meditate/sing the song ‘By Faith (Awaken the Dawn)’ 

1. By faith we see the hand of God 
In the light of creation's grand design 
In the lives of those who prove His faithfulness 
Who walk by faith and not by sight 

 
2. By faith our fathers roamed the earth 

With the power of His promise in their hearts 
Of a holy city built by God's own hand 
A place where peace and justice reign 

 
We will stand as children of the promise 
We will fix our eyes on Him our soul's reward 
Till the race is finished and the work is done 
We'll walk by faith and not by sight 

 
3. By faith the prophets saw a day 

When the longed-for Messiah would appear 
With the power to break the chains of sin and death 
And rise triumphant from the grave 

 
4. By faith the church was called to go 

In the power of the Spirit to the lost 
To deliver captives and to preach good news 
In every corner of the earth 

 
We will stand as children of the promise 
We will fix our eyes on Him our soul's reward 
Till the race is finished and the work is done 
We'll walk by faith and not by sight 
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5. By faith this mountain shall be moved 

And the power of the gospel shall prevail 
For we know in Christ all things are possible 
For all who call upon His name 
 
We will stand as children of the promise 
We will fix our eyes on Him our soul's reward 
Till the race is finished and the work is done 
We'll walk by faith and not by sight 
 
We will stand as children of the promise 
We will fix our eyes on Him our soul's reward 
Till the race is finished and the work is done 
We'll walk by faith and not by sight 
We'll walk by faith and not by sight 

Keith Getty, Kristyn Getty, Stuart Townend  
Used by permission. CCLI 109319 

We give of ourselves 

Lord, help us always to remember that Christ has promised to return. 

Keep us faithful to him, doing the work you have given us to do, until he comes 
to take us to himself. Amen. 

We pray for others 

John the Baptist did not testify to himself, but pointed to Jesus Christ, the light for 
the world. Let us take our needs and the needs of the world to our Father, through 
Christ. 

Heavenly Father, as John the Baptist did not fail to confess, but testified to your 
Son, so help us to bear witness to the light. Give us wisdom, so that we may say 
“No” to those things which point away from Christ and “Yes” to that which 
glorifies him. 

Lord in your mercy: Hear our prayer 

We give thanks for the beauty and abundance of the earth. Give us and all people 
grace to live in harmony with your creation, wisdom and generosity in our use of 
its bounty. 

Lord in your mercy: Hear our prayer 
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We give thanks for leaders who serve the common good. Give wisdom to those 
who have responsibility and authority in every land, that we may share with 
justice the resources of the world, and work together in trust. Prosper the work of 
Australian Lutheran World Service through generous contributions this Christmas, 
and good relations with the communities and governments whom they seek to 
assist.  

Lord in your mercy: Hear our prayer 

We give thanks for this land and the diversity of its peoples. Grant that we may 
honour one another and that all people may be enriched by our common heritage 
and freed from despair, poverty and exclusion. 

Lord in your mercy: Hear our prayer 

We give thanks for the good news of salvation for all people. Strengthen us for our 
work in the world, empower your Church to proclaim the gospel in service, word 
and sacrament. Unite in the truth all who confess your name, that we may live 
together in love to your glory. We give you thanks for the new pastors in the LCA, 
and ask that you would help them and their families settle in well and start their 
work with great joy.  

Lord in your mercy: Hear our prayer 

We give thanks for the fellowship of the communities in which we live and work. 
We commend to your safe keeping our families, those with whom we work and 
learn, our neighbours and our friends. Enable us by your Spirit to live in love for 
you and for one another. 

Lord in your mercy: Hear our prayer 

We give thanks that you are the God who brings mercy and wholeness. Comfort 
and heal, we pray, all who are in sorrow, need, sickness, or any other trouble. Give 
to those who care for them wisdom, patience and gentleness and, to us all, your 
peace.  

Lord in your mercy: Hear our prayer 

We give you thanks for your servants in every age. Grant that we, with John the 
Baptist and all your saints, may be brought to a joyful resurrection and the 
fulfilment of your kingdom.  

Lord in your mercy: Hear our prayer 

Lord, you alone know our true needs and desires. Shed your light on our lives and 
hearts, keep us walking in your path, and hear the prayers that we have offered in 
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the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

We pray the prayer of Jesus 

Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. Matt 6:9-13 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

The Triune God sends us out with blessing 

May Christ, the Sun of Righteousness, shine on us and make us ready to meet him 
when he comes in glory.     

And the blessing of almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be with us always. 

Amen. 

We meditate/sing the hymn ‘In Thee is gladness’ 

1.  In thee is gladness, amid all sadness, 
Jesus, sunshine of my heart. 
By thee are given the gifts of heaven, 
thou the true Redeemer art. 
Our souls thou makest, our bonds thou breakest; 
who trusts thee surely has built securely, 
and stands forever. Alleluia! 
Our hearts are pining to see thy shining; 
dying or living, to thee are cleaving; 
naught can us sever. Alleluia! 

 
2.  Since He is ours, we fear no powers, 

not of earth nor sin nor death. 
He sees and blesses in worst distresses, 
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He can change them with a breath. 
Therefore the story tell of His glory 
with hearts and voices; all heaven rejoices, 
in Him forever; Alleluia! 
We shout for gladness, triumph o'er sadness, 
loving and praising, hearts still shall raise Him 
glad hymns forever: Alleluia! 

In dir isl Freude /Johann Lindemann? (l549-1631) 
Used by permission. CCLI 109319 

Announcements 


