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Bethlehem Lutheran Church Wagga Wagga 

4th Sunday in Lent 

14th March, 2021  
 

The Triune God meets with us  

Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, 

so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 

that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.(John 3:14 NRSV) 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen  

We listen & meditate on the hymn ‘Saviour of the world’ 

God so loved that He gave His son 

To lay down His life for the sake of us 

He bore the weight of our sin and shame 

with a cry He said 'It is finished' 

 

Christ the Lord overcame the darkness 

He's alive, death has been defeated 

 

For He made us a way by which we have been saved 

He's the Saviour of the world 

So we lift up a shout for His fame and renown 

Praise the Lord 

Praise the Lord 

Jesus Saviour of the world 

 

We must spread the word of His soon return 

To reclaim the world for His glory 

Let the church now sing of this coming King 

Crowned with majesty, our Redeemer 

 

And He reigns, ruler of the heavens 

And His name is Jesus the Messiah 

 

For He made us a way by which we have been saved 
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He's the Saviour of the world 

So we lift up a shout for His fame and renown 

Praise the Lord 

Praise the Lord 

Jesus Saviour of the world 

 

Christ the Lord overcame the darkness 

He's alive, death has been defeated 

And He reigns, ruler of the heavens 

And His name is Jesus the Messiah 

 

For He made us a way by which we have been saved 

He's the Saviour of the world 

So we lift up a shout for His fame and renown 

Praise the Lord 

Praise the Lord 

Jesus Saviour of the world 
Cantelon 

Used by permission. CCLI 109319 

We confess our sins to God the Father… 

We lay down our sins and burdens before God 

Let us confess our sins in the presence of God and of each other. 

We confess to you, almighty God, before the whole company of heaven, 

and to each other, that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, by our 

own fault. Have mercy on us, for Jesus’ sake, forgive us all our sins, and 

bring us to eternal life. Amen. 

…and God forgives us 

May the almighty and merciful Lord grant us pardon and forgiveness of all our 

sins. 

Amen. 

Jesus leads us as we pray 

The Lord be with you 

And also with you. 

Let us pray for faith in Jesus our Saviour. [silence] 

Loving Father, when we were captive in the darkness of sin and death, your Son 
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rescued us and brought us back to you.  

Teach us to trust in him and to live as your people. We ask this through 

Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

1st Reading – God speaks through his prophets 

Numbers 21:4-9 The snake of bronze in the desert  

4 They travelled from Mount Hor along the route to the Red Sea, to go around 

Edom. But the people grew impatient on the way; 5 they spoke against God and 

against Moses, and said, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the 

wilderness? There is no bread! There is no water! And we detest this miserable 

food!” 

6 Then the Lord sent venomous snakes among them; they bit the people and 

many Israelites died. 7 The people came to Moses and said, “We sinned when we 

spoke against the Lord and against you. Pray that the Lord will take the snakes 

away from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. 

8 The Lord said to Moses, “Make a snake and put it up on a pole; anyone who is 

bitten can look at it and live.” 9 So Moses made a bronze snake and put it up on a 

pole. Then when anyone was bitten by a snake and looked at the bronze snake, 

they lived. 

This is the word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God 

We respond with Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22  

1 Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

    his love endures forever. 

They cried to the Lord in their trouble,  

and he saved them from their distress. 

 
2 Let the redeemed of the Lord tell their story— 

    those he redeemed from the hand of the foe, 
3 those he gathered from the lands, 

    from east and west, from north and south. 

They cried to the Lord in their trouble,  

and he saved them from their distress. 
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17 Some became fools through their rebellious ways 

    and suffered affliction because of their iniquities. 
18 They loathed all food 

    and drew near the gates of death. 
19 Then they cried to the Lord in their trouble, 

    and he saved them from their distress. 

They cried to the Lord in their trouble,  

and he saved them from their distress. 

 
22 He sent out his word and healed them; 

    he rescued them from the grave. 
21 Let them give thanks to the Lord for his unfailing love 

    and his wonderful deeds for mankind. 
22 Let them sacrifice thank offerings 

    and tell of his works with songs of joy. 

They cried to the Lord in their trouble,  

and he saved them from their distress. 

2nd Reading – God speaks through his apostles 

Ephesians 2:1-10 Saved by grace through faith  

1 As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, 2 in which you used 

to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom 

of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient. 3 All of us 

also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our flesh and 

following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature deserving of 

wrath. 4 But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5 made us 

alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you 

have been saved. 6 And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in 

the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, 7 in order that in the coming ages he might 

show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in 

Christ Jesus. 8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is 

not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9 not by works, so that no one can 

boast. 10 For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, 

which God prepared in advance for us to do. 

This is the word of the Lord 
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Thanks be to God 

Gospel reading – God speaks through Jesus 

John 3:14-21 Jesus brings life and light to the world  

14 Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be 

lifted up, 15 that everyone who believes may have eternal life in him.” 

16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever 

believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his 

Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. 18 

Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands 

condemned already because they have not believed in the name of God’s one 

and only Son. 19 This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but people 

loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil. 20 Everyone who 

does evil hates the light, and will not come into the light for fear that their deeds 

will be exposed. 21 But whoever lives by the truth comes into the light, so that it 

may be seen plainly that what they have done has been done in the sight of God. 

This is the gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

Thank you, Lord Jesus, for dying on the cross so that we might live. 

Help us to believe in you and live in your light. 

Amen. 

God speaks to His children 

SCRIPTURE FOCUS 

Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be 

lifted up, that everyone who believes may have eternal life in him. John 3:14-21 

*Go through story of Moses and the bronze serpent 

1. The people of Israel were leaving the of Egypt. God had set them free 

from a life a slavery and was leading them to the Promised Land 

2. Moses had been chosen by God to lead the people. God also promised 

the Israelites that He would take care of them if they trusted in Him. 

3. Just before they were to enter the promised, the Israelites sent some 

people ahead to check out the land. But they came back and convinced 

the Israelites that it was going to be too hard. They didn’t trust God that 

he would look after them. 
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4. Because of their unbelief the Israelites had to wander around in the 

desert. During this time they grumbled and complained-they couldn’t 

find water-they were thirsty. 

5. God had compassion on them and He came to the rescue. God told 

Moses to strike the rock with his staff and water streamed out. No one 

was thirsty. 

6. They also had troubles with armies along the way and they had to make 

detours. 

7. One time the Canaanite army came swarming towards them 

8. The Israelites were hepless against such an army and so they turned to 

God in their need. God was there to help and defeat their enemies. 

9. But they still complained, about being tired and travelling, fed up with 

trying to water as they moved around, they even complained about the 

food God sent to them each day. 

10. So they had to face the consequences of their sin and distrust in God. 

Serpents swarmed in among the Israelites camp, terrifying and biting 

people. 

11. They tried to runaway but there was no escape.  

12. A lot of Israelites were dying from the deadly snake bites. 

13. So they came to Moses, saying that they had disobeyed God and sinned 

against Him. They wanted Moses to ask God to take the serpents away. 

14. So Moses prayed to God and God told him what to do. 

15. Moses had to make a brass serpent and put it upon a pole, and anyone 

who was bitten would live if they looked at the brass serpent on the 

pole. And it happened just as God said it would. 

16. God provided a way for the Israelites to be free of the penalty of their 

sins, they had to look to the pole with the bronze serpent on it and put 

their trust in god. 

17. When Jesus died on the cross, the meaning of the bronze serpent 

became clear. Jesus said’ “As Moses lifted up the serpent in the 

wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, that whoever believes 

in Him will not perish but have eternal life’ 

PRAYER 
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Dear God, thank you for sending Jesus. Thank you that Jesus paid for our sin. 

Thank you that we can talk to you in prayer. Amen. 

We listen & meditate on the hymn ‘How great Thou art’ 

O Lord my God when I in awesome wonder 

Consider all the works Thy hand hath made 

I see the stars, I hear the mighty thunder 

Thy power throughout the universe displayed 

 

Then sings my soul, my Saviour God to Thee 

How great Thou art 

How great Thou art 

Then sings my soul, my Saviour God to Thee 

How great Thou art 

How great Thou art 

 

When through the woods and forest glades I wander 

And hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees 

When I look down from lofty mountain grandeur 

And hear the brook and feel the gentle breeze 

 

Then sings my soul, my Saviour God to Thee 

How great Thou art 

How great Thou art 

Then sings my soul, my Saviour God to Thee 

How great Thou art 

How great Thou art 

 

And when I think that God His Son not sparing 

Sent Him to die, I scarce can take it in 

That on the cross my burden gladly bearing 

He bled and died to take away my sin 

 

Then sings my soul, my Saviour God to Thee 

How great Thou art 

How great Thou art 

Then sings my soul, my Saviour God to Thee 



[8] 
 

How great Thou art 

How great Thou art 

 

When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation 

And take me home, what joy shall fill my heart 

Then I shall bow in humble adoration 

And there proclaim my God how great Thou art 

 

Then sings my soul, my Saviour God to Thee 

How great Thou art 

How great Thou art 

Then sings my soul, my Saviour God to Thee 

How great Thou art 

How great Thou art 
Hine/Keene/Wesley 

Used by permission. CCLI 109319 

God speaks to us 

The LCA provides this sermon edited for lay-reading, with thanks to the original 

author. 

The text: Numbers 21:4-9 

Success or failure!! What do you want for your life? 

No one sits there as a 10 year old and hopes they experience more failure than 

success in the decades to come! We want to be successful in our studies! 

Successful in our extra-curricular activities! If we play sport or learn an instrument 

we want success – not failure! When it comes to our careers, or our business, or 

our farms – we don’t want failure, we want success! 

We want to be successful when it comes to relationships! No one wants a “failed” 

marriage! We want to be successful at making good friends! We certainly don’t 

want to fail as parents! 

The world puts a high value on success. It’s usually measured in terms of money 

– reputation – influence – and power! If you earn plenty of money – you’re a 

success! If you have a great reputation – you’re a success! If you influence others 

and inspire – you’re a success! If you have the power to get things done and 

achieve your goals – you’re a success! 
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The world values success. But in our lives we sometimes experience failure. And 

failure comes at a cost. We fail – a job is lost, or a financial investment flops! We 

fail – a reputation is tarnished! We fail – a relationship is finished! We fail – 

dreams and hopes for the future are left in tatters! 

I think there are many of us who harbour deep feelings, maybe even hidden 

wounds, of failure! And maybe deep down we see ourselves as failures! 

Spiritually we’re born failures – we’re born in bondage to sin! But we all know 

what it’s like to fail morally, to fail relationally/socially, to fail physically and 

mentally, to even fail academically, vocationally or financially! 

Failure is experienced by every human being and it can be a real and costly 

problem for us! The cost of failure can be feelings of deep guilt and shame! The 

cost of failure can be overpowering emotional or physical pain! Ultimately the 

cost of our being born spiritual failures – in bondage to sin –is death! 

Failure comes in various forms, and it can be a real problem with real costs to our 

lives. 

We see a picture of failure in the reading from Numbers today. The chosen 

people of Israel – rescued miraculously, fed with manna and quail. They failed 

when it came to being patient and trusting. They failed when it came to being 

thankful to God and resting in His care. They failed big time when they spoke 

against God. 

And this failure became a problem – there was a cost. The problem ended up 

being a heap of venomous snakes sent to bite them and give them a dose of 

deadly poison. Many of them died - it was a costly failure! 

The solution to the problem is really a bit of a weird one. God told Moses to 

“make a snake and put it up on a pole; anyone who is bitten can look at it and 

live”. 

It might have taken a while for Moses to make a bronze snake – but eventually it 

was in place and “when anyone was bitten by a snake and looked at the bronze 

snake,” they lived. 
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If snakes weren’t your problem you might’ve looked at the bronze snake on a 

pole and thought nothing of it! You might’ve even been repulsed by the bronze 

snake on a pole! 

But for some reason God, who could’ve healed them all without a bronze snake, 

attached His promise of healing and life to this material thing. 

God didn’t say make a dove or a lamb. He chose to have them look at a snake. 

Even though snakes were the problem. Snakes were the result of their failure! It’s 

a weird solution to the problem. But as we read on in Scripture we see that God 

is consistent in not working the way that human beings might think He should! 

You probably know where this is going! 

The people that knew the poison was a problem for them were happy to look at 

the bronze snake – even though snakes were the problem and it was a symbol of 

their failure and death. 

What do we look to when we realise the root cause of all of our failure? When we 

know that our real problem is the poison of sin that’s in us? 

We look to a man lifted up – dying or dead on a cross! A picture that sums up 

our problems: shame, guilt, pain, death, separation from God! We actually look at 

something that’s a symbol of our failure! 

It’s fair enough that people don’t understand how looking to the cross of Christ 

is the solution to the ultimate human problem. It’s just as weird as a snake on a 

pole isn’t it? 

Different people react differently to the Cross! Some people think nothing of it – 

it means nothing to them! 

Some people find it repulsive!  

What do you feel when you look at the cross? 

What do you see when you look at the cross – especially one with Christ crucified 

still on it? 

On Good Friday – would you have rated Jesus a success or a failure? Surely He’s 

the ultimate picture of failure! A poor man with reputation in tatters! Influence 

and inspiration of others – zero! Power – seemingly non-existent!     
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Some people today still look at the cross and think nothing of it or are repulsed –

because to them it represents nothing but failure! The failure of a religion that 

can’t meet their needs. The failure of a religion that’s irrelevant and out of touch 

with our society. The failure of a religion that’s just about judgment and 

condemnation.  

To many the Cross represents a religion that is just failing on so many levels as 

churches empty, as clergy cause disgrace. But when we look at the Cross, 

especially the man on the cross, we can give thanks and praise the living God! 

This apparent failure was actually the greatest blessing. 

For those of us who realise our biggest problem is the poison of sin – that we’re 

born spiritual failures and that sin is behind every other failure we experience in 

life – we look at Jesus, a picture of failure, and we see the source of our success! 

We see love, forgiveness, peace, hope and life! 

We see also that our God can do great work through what looks and feels like 

failure. Don’t ever look at yourself and see yourself as a failure. Look at Jesus on 

the cross and see all your failure there. Dealt with there by God! 

All your failure and what it’s cost you – all your stupidity, selfishness, and 

weakness. All the rejection, disappointment, shame, and guilt; all the pain and 

even your death. Jesus took it all on Himself and it’s dealt with! It’s God’s! 

Thankfully God’s still providing weird but effective solutions to our problems! 

God’s attached His promise of healing and life to material things like water, 

bread and wine – and He now sees Jesus! He sees the perfect righteousness of 

His Risen Son! He sees success - when He sees you! 

God’s love for you will never fail! God’s love for you has you placed in Jesus the 

risen Lord. The old has gone the new has come. Daily you’re a new Creation! 

You’re a child of God with a new beginning every day – the resurrection life of 

Jesus is yours and at work in your life - turning failure into success! 

All your failures – all your sins, all your guilt, shame, pain and death. Consider it 

all dealt with by God through the cross of Jesus! And know that having been 

baptised into the risen Lord Jesus, having been fed with pure grace – His body 

and blood – you are one of God’s success stories! 
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Praise be to Jesus! Amen!   

We confess our faith in the Triune God 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

was crucified, dead, and buried.  

He descended into hell. 

The third day he rose again from the dead.  

He ascended into heaven,  

and sits at the right hand of God, the Father almighty,  

from thence he will come to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the holy catholic* church, 

the communion of saints,  

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body,  

and the life everlasting.   

Amen. 
* ‘catholic’ here meaning 'universal' 

We listen & meditate on the hymn ‘There is a redeemer’ 

There is a Redeemer 

Jesus God's own Son 

Precious Lamb of God Messiah 

Holy One 

 

Thank you O my Father 

For giving us Your Son 

And leaving Your Spirit 

'Til the work on earth is done 

 

Jesus my redeemer 

Name above all names 

Precious Lamb of God Messiah 
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Oh for sinners slain 

 

Thank you O my Father 

For giving us Your Son 

And leaving Your Spirit 

'Til the work on earth is done 

 

When I stand in Glory 

I will see His face 

And there I'll serve my King forever 

In that holy place 

 

Thank you O my Father 

For giving us Your Son 

And leaving Your Spirit 

'Til the work on earth is done 

 

Thank you O my Father 

For giving us Your Son 

And leaving Your Spirit 

'Til the work on earth is done 
Green 

Used by permission. CCLI 109319 

We give of ourselves 

Thank you, heavenly Father, for giving your Son so that we can have eternal life. 

Strengthen our faith in him. Guide us to live in the light of Christ, and to 

give ourselves in love to other people. 

Amen. 

We pray for others 

Jesus Christ was lifted up to be the light of the world. Let us pray that his light 

may shine into the darkness of our world today. 

Dear Heavenly Father, we thank you that you are the light of the world. Stand by 

your Church and shine your light through it, so that all may see your wonderful 

works, faithfulness to all your people, and that in you alone are forgiveness of 

sins, life and salvation.  

Lord in your mercy:  Hear our prayer. 
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We pray for all those who are blind and for all who work with them. Heavenly 

Father, provide them with tools to live their daily lives. We pray for our 

governments and people in authority. Guide them to do what is right in your 

eyes, so that your will may be done at all times.  

Lord in your mercy:  Hear our prayer. 

We pray for everyone who is still living in darkness. We pray that you would lead 

them into the light of your Gospel and into eternal salvation through your Son. 

We pray for all those blinded by doubt or despair. Comfort them with your 

Gospel and bring them to renewed faith and life in you. 

Lord in your mercy:  Hear our prayer. 

Father, just as you brought healing to the Israelites through the bronze snake, 

and eternal healing to the world through your Son, we pray that you will bring 

new life and healing to all those who are sick in our parish. We pray especially for 

(insert names). Comfort all who mourn with the certain and pure hope that all 

believers will rise again with Jesus on the last day, victorious over sickness and 

death forever. 

Lord in your mercy:  Hear our prayer. 

Give wisdom and right action to our Prime Minister Scott Morrison and all 

national leaders.  Thank you for the peace and good order we enjoy in this 

country, and bless the work of those who maintain it.  Turn our nation to look to 

Christ in every need. And direct us all in the way of your forgiving grace. 

Lord in your mercy:  Hear our prayer. 

We lift our eyes to you, Lord. Restore us and the world in which we live through 

the death and resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

We pray the prayer of Jesus 

Our Father in heaven,  

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done,  

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 
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as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. Matt 6:9-13 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. 

Amen. 

The Triune God sends us out with blessing 

May Christ our crucified Saviour draw you to himself, so that you may find in him 

the assurance of sins forgiven and the gift of eternal life; . . . 

Go in peace, and live in the light of Christ. 

Thanks be to God. Amen. 

We listen & meditate on the hymn ‘To God be the glory’ 

To God be the glory great things He hath done 

So loved He the world that He gave us His son 

Who yielded His life an atonement for sin 

And opened the life gate that all may go in 

 

Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord! 

Let the earth hear His voice 

Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord! 

Let the people rejoice 

O come to the Father 

Through Jesus the Son 

And give Him the glory 

Great things He hath done 

 

O perfect redemption the purchase of blood 

To every believer the promise of God 

The vilest offender who truly believes 

That moment from Jesus a pardon receives 

 

Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord! 

Let the earth hear His voice 

Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord! 

Let the people rejoice 

O come to the Father 
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Through Jesus the Son 

And give Him the glory 

Great things He hath done 

 

Great things He hath taught us, great things He hath done 

And great our rejoicing through Jesus the Son 

But purer and higher and great will be 

Our wonder, our rapture when Jesus we see 

 

Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord! 

Let the earth hear His voice 

Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord! 

Let the people rejoice 

O come to the Father 

Through Jesus the Son 

And give Him the glory 

Great things He hath done 
Traditional 
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Announcements 


