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Bethlehem Lutheran Church Wagga Wagga 

16th Sunday after Pentecost 

20th September, 2020  

We prepare ourselves for worship ’Come As You Are’ 

Come out of sadness 
From wherever you've been 
Come broken hearted 
Let rescue begin 
Come find your mercy 
Oh sinner come kneel 
Earth has no sorrow 
That heaven can't heal 
 
So lay down your burdens 
Lay down your shame 
All who are broken 
Lift up your face 
Oh wanderer come home 
You're not too far 
So lay down your hurt 
Lay down your heart 
Come as you are 
 
There's hope for the hopeless 
And all those who've strayed 
Come sit at the table 
Come taste the grace 
There's rest for the weary 
Rest that endures 
Earth has no sorrow 
That heaven can't cure 
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So lay down your burdens 
Lay down your shame 
All who are broken 
Lift up your face 
Oh wanderer come home 
You're not too far 
So lay down your hurt 
Lay down your heart 
 
Come as you are 
Come as you are 
Fall in his arms 
Come as you are 
There's joy for the morning 
Oh sinner be still 
Earth has no sorrow 
That heaven can't heal 
Earth has no sorrow 
That heaven can't heal 
 
So lay down your burdens 
Lay down your shame 
All who are broken 
Lift up your face 
Oh wanderer come home 
You're not too far 
So lay down your hurt 
Lay down your heart 
Come as you are 
 
So lay down your burdens 
Lay down your shame 
Come as you are 

David Crowder 
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The Triune God meets with us  

If I live, it will be for Christ; 

and if I die, I will gain even more.  (Phil 1:21 CEV) 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen  

We confess our sins to God the Father… 
Friends in Christ:  

Let us confess our sins in the presence of God and of each other. 

We confess to you, almighty God, before the whole company of 
heaven, and to each other, that we have sinned in thought, word and 
deed, by our own fault. 
Have mercy on us, for Jesus’ sake, forgive us all our sins, and bring us to 
eternal life. Amen. 

…and God forgives us 

May the almighty and merciful Lord grant us pardon and forgiveness of 
all our sins. 

Amen. 

Jesus leads us as we pray 
The Lord be with you 
And also with you. 

Let us pray for the gift of generosity. [silence] 

Loving and righteous God, you are far more generous to us, and to all 
who work in your kingdom, than we desire or deserve. 

Make us generous to others as you have been to us. We ask this 
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

1st Reading – God speaks through his prophets 
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Jonah 3:10- 4:11 Jonah is angered by God’s mercy 
10 When God saw what they did and how they turned from their evil 
ways, he relented and did not bring on them the destruction he had 
threatened. 
1 But to Jonah this seemed very wrong, and he became angry. 2 He 
prayed to the Lord, “Isn’t this what I said, Lord, when I was still at home? 
That is what I tried to forestall by fleeing to Tarshish. I knew that you are 
a gracious and compassionate God, slow to anger and abounding in love, 
a God who relents from sending calamity. 3 Now, Lord, take away my life, 
for it is better for me to die than to live.” 
4 But the Lord replied, “Is it right for you to be angry?” 
5 Jonah had gone out and sat down at a place east of the city. There he 
made himself a shelter, sat in its shade and waited to see what would 
happen to the city. 6 Then the Lord God provided a leafy plant and made 
it grow up over Jonah to give shade for his head to ease his discomfort, 
and Jonah was very happy about the plant. 7 But at dawn the next day 
God provided a worm, which chewed the plant so that it withered. 8 
When the sun rose, God provided a scorching east wind, and the sun 
blazed on Jonah’s head so that he grew faint. He wanted to die, and said, 
“It would be better for me to die than to live.” 
9 But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the plant?” 

“It is,” he said. “And I’m so angry I wish I were dead.” 
10 But the Lord said, “You have been concerned about this plant, though 
you did not tend it or make it grow. It sprang up overnight and died 
overnight. 11 And should I not have concern for the great city of Nineveh, 
in which there are more than a hundred and twenty thousand people 
who cannot tell their right hand from their left—and also many animals?” 

This is the word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 

We respond with Psalm 145:1-8 
1 I will exalt you, my God the King; 
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    I will praise your name for ever and ever. 
2 Every day I will praise you 
    and extol your name for ever and ever. 
3 Great is the Lord and most worthy of praise; 
    his greatness no one can fathom. 
4 One generation commends your works to another; 
    they tell of your mighty acts. 
5 They speak of the glorious splendor of your majesty— 
    and I will meditate on your wonderful works. 
6 They tell of the power of your awesome works— 
    and I will proclaim your great deeds. 
7 They celebrate your abundant goodness 
    and joyfully sing of your righteousness. 
8 The Lord is gracious and compassionate, 
    slow to anger and rich in love. 

2nd Reading – God speaks through his apostles 

Philippians 1:21-30 Living for Christ 
21 For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain. 22 If I am to go on living in 
the body, this will mean fruitful labour for me. Yet what shall I choose? I 
do not know! 23 I am torn between the two: I desire to depart and be 
with Christ, which is better by far; 24 but it is more necessary for you that 
I remain in the body. 25 Convinced of this, I know that I will remain, and I 
will continue with all of you for your progress and joy in the faith, 26 so 
that through my being with you again your boasting in Christ Jesus will 
abound on account of me. 
27 Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the 
gospel of Christ. Then, whether I come and see you or only hear about 
you in my absence, I will know that you stand firm in the one Spirit, 
striving together as one for the faith of the gospel 28 without being 
frightened in any way by those who oppose you. This is a sign to them 
that they will be destroyed, but that you will be saved—and that by God. 
29 For it has been granted to you on behalf of Christ not only to believe in 
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him, but also to suffer for him, 30 since you are going through the same 
struggle you saw I had, and now hear that I still have. 

This is the word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 

Gospel Reading – God speaks through Jesus 

Matthew 20:1-16 The workers in the vineyard 
1 “For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in 
the morning to hire workers for his vineyard. 2 He agreed to pay them a 
denarius for the day and sent them into his vineyard. 
3 “About nine in the morning he went out and saw others standing in the 
marketplace doing nothing. 4 He told them, ‘You also go and work in my 
vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’ 5 So they went. 

“He went out again about noon and about three in the afternoon and did 
the same thing. 6 About five in the afternoon he went out and found still 
others standing around. He asked them, ‘Why have you been standing 
here all day long doing nothing?’ 
7 “‘Because no one has hired us,’ they answered. 

“He said to them, ‘You also go and work in my vineyard.’ 
8 “When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, 
‘Call the workers and pay them their wages, beginning with the last ones 
hired and going on to the first.’ 
9 “The workers who were hired about five in the afternoon came and 
each received a denarius. 10 So when those came who were hired first, 
they expected to receive more. But each one of them also received a 
denarius. 11 When they received it, they began to grumble against the 
landowner. 12 ‘These who were hired last worked only one hour,’ they 
said, ‘and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden 
of the work and the heat of the day.’ 
13 “But he answered one of them, ‘I am not being unfair to you, friend. 
Didn’t you agree to work for a denarius? 14 Take your pay and go. I want 
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to give the one who was hired last the same as I gave you. 15 Don’t I have 
the right to do what I want with my own money? Or are you envious 
because I am generous?’ 
16 “So the last will be first, and the first will be last.” 

This is the gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
Lord Jesus, thank you for your generosity, 

far beyond what we deserve. Teach us to be thankful, and not envious 
of others. 
Amen. 

Children’s Message 

That's Not Fair! - The Parable of the Workers in the Vineyard 

Scripture 

"But he answered one of them, 'Friend, I am not being unfair to you. 
Didn't you agree to work for a denarius? Take your pay and go. I want to 
give the man who was hired last the same as I gave you. Don't I have the 
right to do what I want with my own money? Or are you envious because 
I am generous?' Matthew 20:13-15 (NIV) 

I’ll give a Freddo Frog to the first one with their hand up. (Give 2 to the 
second one or 3rd one) 

Did you notice that I gave some children one Freddo Frog others received 
two, and some even got three Freddo Frogs? I imagine that some of you 
were thinking to yourself, "That isn't fair! I got my hand up before that 
other person!" Well, maybe it wasn't fair, but they were my Freddo Frogs 
-- don't I have the right to give them to whomever I please? 

Jesus told a story about a landowner who was hiring men to work in his 
vineyard. He hired some of them early in the morning, some in the 
middle of the day, and some he hired just before quitting time. 

When it was time to pay the workers, he paid them all the same. The 
workers who were hired early in the morning began to complain, "Hey! 
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That's not fair! You paid the workers who worked only one hour the 
same as those of us who worked all day." 

The owner of the vineyard said, "I am not being unfair to you. I paid you 
what I agreed to pay you. Don't I have the right to do what I want with 
my own money? Are you jealous because I am generous?" 

What is the point of the story that Jesus told? The point is that there are 
some people who trust in Jesus and serve him all the days of their life. 
What is their reward? Their reward is eternal life in heaven. 

There are other people who just before their life comes to an end, they 
put their trust in Jesus and accept him as their Saviour. What is their 
reward? Their reward is the same as one who has served the Lord all 
their life -- eternal life in heaven. 

Is that fair? We might not think it's fair, but if we got what was fair, none 
of us would go to heaven. The Bible says, "All have sinned and fall short 
of the glory of God." I don't know about you, but I'm glad that God 
doesn't give me what is fair, but gives me his love and grace, in spite of 
what I deserve! 

Father, we thank you for your love and grace that gives us everlasting life 
-- in spite of what we deserve. Amen. 

We meditate on the song ‘Lord of all Hopefulness’ 

1 Lord of all hopefulness, lord of all joy, 
whose trust, ever childlike, no cares could destroy: 
be there at our waking and give us, we pray, 
your bliss in our hearts, lord, at the break of the day. 

 
2 Lord of all eagerness, Lord of all faith, 

whose strong hands were skilled at the plane and the lathe: 
be there at our labours and give us, we pray, 
your strength in our hearts, lord, at the noon of the day. 

 
3 Lord of all kindliness, Lord of all grace, 

your hands swift to welcome, your arms to embrace: 
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be there at our homing and give us, we pray, 
your love in our hearts, Lord, at the eve of the day. 

 
4 Lord of all gentleness, Lord of all calm, 

whose voice is contentment, whose presence is balm: 
be there at our sleeping and give us, we pray, 
your peace in our hearts, Lord, at the end of the day. 

Words: Jan Struther 
Music: Traditional melody 

Used by permission. CCLI 109319 

God speaks to us 

The LCA provides this sermon edited for lay-reading, with thanks to the 
original author. 

Text: Matthew 20:1-16   

 

It’s just not fair! 

It’s not fair some seem to have everything, including money, lots of shiny 
cars and gadgets, popularity, beauty, talents, friends, and a full head of 
hair, while some people don’t. It’s not fair some people live full and 
healthy lives despite their best attempts to ruin themselves, while others 
look after themselves and their health, yet still end up with cancer, 
Alzheimer’s, Parkinson’s, and other insidious diseases. 

It’s not fair when the young die tragically, while older people who long to 
go to their eternal home hang around to watch their family and friends 
go before them.  It’s not fair when natural disasters like storms, floods 
and earthquakes strike at the innocent. It’s not fair when evil people 
seem to profit from their crimes, while the innocent suffer at their hands 
or are criticised for doing the right thing.  

It’s not fair when society wants to redefine marriage in such a way it 
restricts a child’s right to having mums and dads as parents. It’s not fair 
innocent babies are aborted from life before they have a chance to bless 
their parent’s lives. It’s not fair when some are born with disabilities or 
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genetic disorders. 

Even in church it’s not fair. Why don’t people recognise or thank you for 
your hard work? Why do they seem to take your hard work for granted? 
Why do people seem to avoid you and don’t want to listen to your pain? 
Why don’t some of your loved ones have faith in Jesus like you do? And 
it’s also not fair when Jesus says the last will be first and the first will be 
last! 

It’s just not fair! 

Talking about what’s not fair, Jesus uses an unfair picture to illustrate 
what the kingdom of heaven is like. 

Video 

Remarkably and very generously, he gave all of them all a full day’s wage, 
no matter how long they worked. 

Now for all those who didn’t work a full day this wasn’t fair, but the 
unfairness worked in their favour. They weren’t going to complain 
because the owner has given them more than their fair share. They 
didn’t deserve this payment, but the owner decided to be generous 
toward them. They could thank the landowner for his unfairness. 

But seeing the owner’s generosity, the first workers (who started at 6am) 
expected to receive more than the others, even though they had earlier 
agreed with the owner to work for exactly the same amount everyone 
else had just received. Therefore, when they received the same amount 
as the others, they grumbled about it, saying they worked much harder 
and longer in the burning sun than anyone else, so why should they 
receive the same? It’s just not fair! 

Then the owner reminded them he hasn’t done them wrong. He gave 
them what they had agreed to. No injustice had been done. He just 
wanted to give everyone else the same amount, and isn’t it his right to 
do what he wants with his own things? He then asked them if they’re 
jealous because of his generosity. Or, literally, he asks them if their eyes 
are evil because his eyes are good?  
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And here Jesus puts his finger on our problem. We all have those 
monstrous green eyes of jealousy! Our eyes are what makes it unfair! We 
don’t think it’s fair because we’re jealous—either for ourselves, or we 
could be jealous for someone else. But when we say things are unfair, the 
focus is shifted away from the generous giver to the jealous eyes of the 
individual.  

You see, when we say it’s unfair, it’s no longer about God and his 
generosity, but it’s all about you or me and the way we see things! We’re 
jealous of God’s generosity to others, so we end up judging God as 
unfair. But when we want to tell God what to do or tell God what’s fair or 
not fair, we’ve just rejected God’s generosity and set ourselves up as our 
own god who think we have the authority to judge the Creator of heaven 
and earth. 

Not only this, but because every god must have their own religion, we 
end up making our own self-made religion based upon good works and 
rewards deserved.  

It normally works this way: if you do good, then as a god, I think you 
should be rewarded, but if you do evil, then I, as a god, declare you 
should be punished.  

Reward and punishment: isn’t this the way we treat each other? Isn’t this 
the way we expect to be treated, even by God? Isn’t this why we’re so 
jealous and discontent with what happens to us or those around us? 
After all, isn't this the basis of every other religion on earth? Well, apart 
from Christianity, that is! 

As Christians, we’re often challenged by the rules of God’s kingdom 
because God doesn’t work on deserving or what’s fair. He doesn’t work 
on your own self-imposed rules or religion of reward and punishment. 
God works by grace and not by demands. 

The grace of God can be quite challenging because God doesn’t work on 
a deserving basis. God works on a grace system, and grace ignores all the 
normal rules of reward and punishment. In Jesus’ parable, the workers 
who didn’t work the whole day didn’t deserve the full day’s wage, but 
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that’s the point! Grace is unfair, and always will be, because it’s 
undeserving! 

The ones who get upset with God’s grace are often those who think God 
works (or should work) on a reward system. They’re the ones who are 
usually proud of their own goodness (or at least their own perception of 
goodness). So it’s the proud, who have striven so hard to be one of the 
firsts in God’s sight, who get upset because they find God doesn’t work 
on a reward system, but on a grace system. The grace system makes the 
first ones last and the last ones first. It’s unfair! It’s undeserving! But 
that’s what grace is! 

If God wants to bless someone else, what’s it to you or me? God can 
bless whom he wants to bless! He can be gracious and generous with his 
own things. He can forgive even the worst of sinners because he’s 
gracious and merciful. It’s not up to you or me to say what he does with 
his own gifts. He doesn’t have to answer to any of us. After all, he hasn’t 
broken any promises to us!  

He still loves you and me and has provided us with everything we need, 
like food and clothing, home and family, work and income, strengths, 
abilities, and senses. He’s already forgiven us and given us the heavenly 
inheritance of his eternal kingdom. Even if we’re struggling with a life of 
unfairness and sickness and difficulties here on earth, God still loves us! 
He still wants us to live with him forever. Our struggles in this life doesn’t 
change any of God’s promises to you or me. 

Let’s face it – God is unfair! It’s just not fair he sent his own dearly loved 
Son into this cruel and heartless world to suffer at the hands of sinful, 
selfish, and jealous humans. It’s not fair that in response to his wise 
teachings and miraculous healings they would criticise him, beat him, spit 
on him, and cruelly kill him on a cross set aside for the worst of criminals. 

It’s not fair Jesus rescued us when we were lost and sentenced to death. 
It’s not fair he would shed his innocent blood to pay for sins. It’s not fair 
he would receive the punishment we deserve. It’s not fair he would 
forgive us for all our sins. It’s not fair he would do any of this for jealous 
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and arrogant people who often want to set themselves up as their own 
god. 

It’s not fair Jesus would accept us as God’s own precious children even 
before we could ever deserve it. It’s unfair we would receive all the 
benefits of Jesus’ death and resurrection, without earning this right. It’s 
unfair we would receive eternal life as a free and undeserving gift. It's not 
fair that, no matter what time of the day we began life in his kingdom, 
the gift is still the same!  

Even today, it’s not fair Jesus would give us his holy body and blood for 
the forgiveness of our sins. After all, we’ve sinned time and again, but he 
keeps accepting us at his banquet table. It’s not fair, but God’s grace is 
always unfair!  

And then God asks us to be unfair to others by asking us to also forgive 
those who sin against us. They don’t deserve it either. They’ll probably 
hurt us again. It’s unfair, but forgiveness is always unfair! Forgiveness is 
always a costly gift which can never be earned or deserved. 

The unfairness of God lets criminals go free while the innocent One dies. 
No one here deserves Jesus’ death, and no one here deserves Jesus’ life, 
but ‘deservings’ have nothing to do with it! All of us equally receive the 
generous and undeserving gift of eternal life with Jesus in heaven! It’s 
not fair, but thank God it’s not fair! 

Whenever you’re tempted to grumble or complain about life not being 
fair, look to Jesus on the cross and see the greatest unfairness in the 
world. But on that same cross you’ll also see the greatest and most 
generous justice and grace of God.  

The grace of God is purposely unfair. On the cross the first One became 
one of the last ones in order that the last ones would become like the 
first One. 

No, life and faith isn’t about deserving. It’s just not fair, but remember 
grace has never been fair – to the glory and praise of God! 

We confess our faith in the Triune God 
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I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, dead, and buried.  
He descended into hell. 
The third day he rose again from the dead.  
He ascended into heaven,  
and sits at the right hand of God, the Father almighty,  
from thence he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic* church, 
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting.   
Amen. 

* ‘catholic’ here meaning 'universal' 

We meditate on the song ‘By Grace I’m Saved’ 

1 By grace I’m saved, grace free and boundless: 
My soul, believe, and doubt it not. 
Why stagger at this word of promise? 
Has Scripture ever falsehood taught? 
No! Then this word must true remain: 
By grace you too will life obtain. 

 
2 By grace! None dare lay claim to merit 

Our works and conduct have no worth. 
God in His love sent our Redeemer, 
Christ Jesus, to this sinful earth; 
His death did for our sins atone, 
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And we are saved by grace alone. 
 
3 By grace God's Son, our only Saviour, 

Came to earth to bear our sins. 
Was it because of your merit 
That Jesus died your soul to win? 
No, it was grace, and grace alone, 
That brought Him from His heav'nly throne. 

 
4 By grace! this ground iof faith is certain; 

As long as God is true, it stands. 
What saints have penned by inspiration, 
What in His word our God commands, 
Our faith in what our God has done, 
Depends on grace - grace through His Son. 

 
5 By grace our timid hearts that tremble, 

In tribulation's furnace tried, 
By grace, in spite of fear and trouble, 
The Father's heart is open wide. 
Where could I help and strength secure 
If grace were not my anchor sure? 

 
6 By grace! On this I'll rest when dying: 

In Jesus' promise I rejoice; 
For though I know my heart's condition, 
I also know my Saviour's voice. 
My heart is glad, all grief has flown, 
Since I am saved by grace alone. 

Aus Gnaden soll ich selig werden 
Christian Ludwig Scheidt (1709-1761) 

Tr. Matthias Loy, 1880 
Revised, Hymnal Compilers 

Used by permission. CCLI 109319 

We give of ourselves 
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Lord, thank you for being so generous and merciful to us. 

Help us to remember what Christ has done for us, and to give ourselves 
in love and service as a response to his love. 
Amen. 

We pray for others 

The Lord is near; he is with us to give us his grace and favour.  Let us put 
our worries aside, and with prayer and thanksgiving, let us make our 
requests known to God. 

Heavenly Father, thank you for your overflowing grace, won for this 
world by Jesus and now delivered by his Spirit through your Word.  Make 
us all give up judging ourselves and others by human values and 
performance, but rather let us live in the joy and freedom of your grace. 

Lord, in your mercy:  hear our prayer. 

Guide all people in their daily life and proper work.  Help your people live 
according to the necessities of natural justice and the rule of law in this 
world and where their work demands it, but also move us to shine 
through with your grace too.  May your kingdom come, dear Father. 

Lord, in your mercy:  hear our prayer. 

Bless our church: its pastors, leaders, teachers and volunteers. Inspire us 
to unity of confession and effective witness where you have placed us. 

Lord, in your mercy:  hear our prayer. 

Lord, thank you for the peace we enjoy here in Australia.  Please bring 
peace to nations at war and where there is civil unrest.  Watch over and 
protect our soldiers who have been sent overseas to help bring peace.  
Calm the fears of the families they leave behind and bring them safely 
home when their mission is complete. 

Lord, in your mercy:  hear our prayer. 

We pray for those who work in aid and welfare agencies throughout the 
world, feeding the hungry.  Give them courage and patience, and bless 
their work. 
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Lord, in your mercy:  hear our prayer. 

Keep safe all who are travelling at this time for business or for pleasure, 
and watch over all who are on school trips during the holidays. 

Lord, in your mercy:  hear our prayer. 

Many people are burdened with worries and cares, dear Lord.  Relieve 
them and turn people's hearts to you.  Continue to bring healing to those 
who need it, including … and bless others known to us to be in need and 
whom we now name in our hearts... (brief silence). 

Lord, in your mercy:  hear our prayer. 

Father, you have chosen us to receive the peace that only you can give. 
Guard our hearts and minds in Christ Jesus, and hear the prayers we offer 
in his name. 

Amen. 

We pray the prayer of Jesus 

Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. Matt 6:9-13 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. 
Amen. 

The Triune God sends us out with blessing 

May Christ, the Sun of Righteousness, shine on us and make us ready to 
meet him when he comes in glory.     

And the blessing of almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be with us 
always. 
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Amen. 

We meditate on the hymn ‘Take My Life and Let It Be’ 

1 Take my life and let it be 
consecrated Lord to Thee. 
Take my moments and my days, 
let them flow in ceaseless praise. 

 
2 Take my hands, and let them move 

at the impulse of Thy love. 
Take my feet and let them be, 
swift and beautiful for Thee. 

 
3 Take my voice, and let me sing 

always, only, for my king. 
Take my lips and let them be 
filled with messages from Thee. 

 
4 Take my silver and my gold; 

not a mite would I withhold. 
Take my intellect, and use 
every power as Thou shalt choose. 

 
5 Take my will and make it Thine; 

it shall be no longer mine. 
Take my heart; it is Thine own, 
it shall be Thy royal throne. 

 
6 Take my love; my Lord, I pour 

at Thy feet its treasure-store. 
Take myself, and I will be 
ever only all for Thee. 

Used by permission. CCLI 109319 

Announcements 
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