
[1] 
 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church Wagga Wagga 

2nd Sunday in Lent 

28th February, 2021  
 

The Triune God meets with us  

The Lord said to Abraham: I will establish my covenant between me and you: 

an everlasting covenant, 

to be God to you and to your offspring after you.  (Gen 17:7a,c NRSV) 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen  

We meditate on the hymn ‘To God be the Glory’ (LHS 793/TIS 147) 

1. To God be the glory, great things he has done! 

So loved he the world that he gave us his Son, 

who yielded his life in atonement for sin 

and opened the life-gate that all may go in. 

 

Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord! 

Let the earth hear his voice! 

Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord! 

Let the people rejoice! 

O come to the Father, through Jesus the Son, 

and give him the glory! great things he has done! 

 

2. O perfect redemption, the purchase of blood, 

to every believer the promise of God! 

and every offender who truly believes, 

that moment from Jesus a pardon receives. 

 

Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord! 

Let the earth hear his voice! 

Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord! 

Let the people rejoice! 

O come to the Father, through Jesus the Son, 

and give him the glory! great things he has done! 
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3. Great things he has taught us, great things he has done, 

and great our rejoicing through Jesus the Son: 

but purer, and higher, and greater will be 

our wonder. our rapture, when Jesus we see. 

 

Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord! 

Let the earth hear his voice! 

Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord! 

Let the people rejoice! 

O come to the Father, through Jesus the Son, 

and give him the glory! great things he has done! 
Frances Jane van Alstyne 

1820-1915 alt. 

Used by permission. CCLI 109319 

We confess our sins to God the Father… 

We lay down our sins and burdens before God 

Let us confess our sins in the presence of God and of each other. 

We confess to you, almighty God, before the whole company of heaven, 

and to each other, that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, by our 

own fault. Have mercy on us, for Jesus’ sake, forgive us all our sins, and 

bring us to eternal life. Amen. 

…and God forgives us 

May the almighty and merciful Lord grant us pardon and forgiveness of all our 

sins. 

Amen. 

Jesus leads us as we pray 

The Lord be with you 

And also with you. 

Let us pray that we deny ourselves and trust in Christ. [silence] 

Merciful God, we thank you for sending your Son to suffer and give his life for all 

people. 

Teach us, who have been born again, to forget ourselves and rely only on 

Christ our Saviour. For he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
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1st Reading – God speaks through his prophets 

Genesis 17:1-7,15,16 God's promise to Abraham and Sarah  

1 When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to him and said, ‘I 

am God Almighty; walk before me faithfully and be blameless. 2 Then I will make 

my covenant between me and you and will greatly increase your numbers.’ 

3 Abram fell face down, and God said to him, 4 ‘As for me, this is my covenant 

with you: you will be the father of many nations. 5 No longer will you be called 

Abram; your name will be Abraham, for I have made you a father of many 

nations. 6 I will make you very fruitful; I will make nations of you, and kings will 

come from you. 7 I will establish my covenant as an everlasting covenant between 

me and you and your descendants after you for the generations to come, to be 

your God and the God of your descendants after you.  

15 God also said to Abraham, ‘As for Sarai your wife, you are no longer to call her 

Sarai; her name will be Sarah.  

16 I will bless her and will surely give you a son by her. I will bless her so that she 

will be the mother of nations; kings of peoples will come from her.’ 

This is the word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God 

We respond with Psalm 22:23-31  

23 You who fear the Lord, praise him! 

    All you descendants of Jacob, honour him! 

    Revere him, all you descendants of Israel! 

24 For he has not despised or scorned 

    the suffering of the afflicted one; 

he has not hidden his face from him 

    but has listened to his cry for help. 

25 From you comes the theme of my praise in the great assembly; 

    before those who fear you I will fulfil my vows. 

26 The poor will eat and be satisfied; 

    those who seek the Lord will praise him – 

    may your hearts live for ever! 

27 All the ends of the earth 
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    will remember and turn to the Lord, 

and all the families of the nations 

    will bow down before him, 

28 for dominion belongs to the Lord 

    and he rules over the nations. 

29 All the rich of the earth will feast and worship; 

    all who go down to the dust will kneel before him – 

    those who cannot keep themselves alive. 

30 Posterity will serve him; 

    future generations will be told about the Lord. 

31 They will proclaim his righteousness, 

    declaring to a people yet unborn: 

    He has done it! 

2nd Reading – God speaks through his apostles 

Romans 4:13-25 Abraham received God's promise through faith  

13 It was not through the law that Abraham and his offspring received the 

promise that he would be heir of the world, but through the righteousness that 

comes by faith. 14 For if those who depend on the law are heirs, faith means 

nothing and the promise is worthless, 15 because the law brings wrath. And where 

there is no law there is no transgression. 

16 Therefore, the promise comes by faith, so that it may be by grace and may be 

guaranteed to all Abraham’s offspring – not only to those who are of the law but 

also to those who have the faith of Abraham. He is the father of us all. 17 As it is 

written: ‘I have made you a father of many nations.’ He is our father in the sight 

of God, in whom he believed – the God who gives life to the dead and calls into 

being things that were not. 

18 Against all hope, Abraham in hope believed and so became the father of many 

nations, just as it had been said to him, ‘So shall your offspring be.’ 19 Without 

weakening in his faith, he faced the fact that his body was as good as dead – 

since he was about a hundred years old – and that Sarah’s womb was also dead. 
20 Yet he did not waver through unbelief regarding the promise of God, but was 

strengthened in his faith and gave glory to God, 21 being fully persuaded that 

God had power to do what he had promised. 22 This is why ‘it was credited to him 
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as righteousness.’ 23 The words ‘it was credited to him’ were written not for him 

alone, 24 but also for us, to whom God will credit righteousness – for us who 

believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead. 25 He was delivered over 

to death for our sins and was raised to life for our justification. 

This is the word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God 

Gospel reading – God speaks through Jesus 

Mark 8:31-38 The cost of discipleship  

31 He then began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and 

be rejected by the elders, the chief priests and the teachers of the law, and that 

he must be killed and after three days rise again. 32 He spoke plainly about this, 

and Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 

33 But when Jesus turned and looked at his disciples, he rebuked Peter. ‘Get 

behind me, Satan!’ he said. ‘You do not have in mind the concerns of God, but 

merely human concerns.’ 

34 Then he called the crowd to him along with his disciples and said: ‘Whoever 

wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow 

me. 35 For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life 

for me and for the gospel will save it. 36 What good is it for someone to gain the 

whole world, yet forfeit their soul? 37 Or what can anyone give in exchange for 

their soul? 38 If anyone is ashamed of me and my words in this adulterous and 

sinful generation, the Son of Man will be ashamed of them when he comes in his 

Father’s glory with the holy angels.’ 

This is the gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

Lord Jesus, thank you for suffering, dying, and rising again for our sake. 

Help us to carry our cross and follow you. 

Amen. 

God speaks to His children 

MAIN POINT 

Jesus willingly went to the cross for us 

SCRIPTURE FOCUS 
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He then began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and 

be rejected by the elders, the chief priests and the teachers of the law, and that 

he must be killed and after three days rise again. Mark 8:31 

AIDS 

A road map or phone with Google maps. 

ADDRESS 

Show map. 

Do you know what this is? We use a map like this to find out which way to go 

when we want 

to get somewhere. 

Maps can also tell us what the road is like. We can see whether it is a thin 

winding road or a wide, straight road. This map also tells me what I can see as I 

drive along. It helps me to know what the road is like. If the map tells me that the 

road is dangerous or hard to drive along, I’ll probably decide not to go that way. 

Jesus didn’t have a map like this when he decided to go to Jerusalem. But he 

knew that the way he had to go would be very hard and dangerous. He knew 

that people would be waiting to capture him and put him on a cross and kill him. 

But Jesus still decided to go on that road. He knew that God wanted him to go 

on that road to the cross, so that we could go safely on the road through life to 

God’s home in heaven. 

PRAYER 

Dear Jesus, thank you for taking the hard road to your death on the cross. Thank 

you for being alongside us on our difficult roads and leading us home to heaven 

one day. Amen. 

We meditate on the hymn ‘Blessed are the sons of God’ (LH 323) 

1.  Blessed are the sons of God; 

They are bought with Christ's own blood, 

They are ransomed from the grave,  

Life eternal they shall have: 

With them numbered may we be 

Here and in eternity. 

 

2. They are justified by grace, 
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They enjoy the Saviour's peace;  

All their sins are washed away, 

They shall stand in God's great day: 

With them numbered may we be 

Here and in eternity. 

 

3. They are lights upon the earth,  

Children of a heavenly birth;  

One with God, with Jesus one,  

Glory is in them begun: 

With them numbered may we be 

Here and in eternity. 
Cento from Joseph Humphreys (1720-?)  

Revised, Augustus Montague Toplady (1740-1778) 

Used by permission. CCLI 109319 

God speaks to us 

The LCA provides this sermon edited for lay-reading, with thanks to the original 

author. 

Sermon for Lent 2, Year B 

In Mark 1 – Jesus dodges the crowds who were waiting to be healed. Healing is 

important but preaching is more important. Then he heals a man with leprosy 

and says, ‘Keep it quiet’. 

In Mark 5 – Jesus raises a young girl from the dead. He makes everyone but her 

family leave first, then orders the family not to tell anyone. ‘Keep it to yourself’. 

In Mark 7 –A man who cannot hear or speak is brought to Jesus. Jesus takes him 

away from the crowds, heals him and tells the people, ‘Don’t tell anyone. Keep it 

to yourself’. But they don’t. Instead they go and tell everyone, “How well he does 

everything. He even causes the deaf hear and the mute to speak”  

In Mark 8 – Jesus asks his disciples who the people think he is. They’ve seen his 

miracles, they’ve heard his preaching. The demons know – they’ve been crying 

out ‘You are the Son of God’ but Jesus has been making them be quiet. Surely 

the people should know who he is by now. But the disciples say, “Some think you 

are John the Baptist, some say you are Elijah, and others say you are one of the 

prophets.” 

So Jesus puts it to his disciples and says, “What about you? Who do you say that 

I am?” And Peter gets it right, “You are the Messiah”. So how do you think Jesus 



[8] 
 

responds? Yes – you’ve got it. Go and tell everyone? Go and make disciples of all 

nations. No, he says ‘Keep it quiet’. 

The problem is that people are recognising that Jesus is the Christ but their 

picture of the Christ is not complete. The disciples believe Jesus is the Messiah, 

the people are getting close but none of them have the full picture yet. So Jesus 

tells everyone to keep it quiet because he has something very important to tell 

them about what it means to be the Messiah – something that people will miss if 

they just focus on the miracles that he does.  

So Jesus makes it plain to his disciples. Our reading today said that Jesus began 

to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be rejected 

by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days 

rise again. 

The cross is the missing piece that no one yet knows about. Jesus’ suffering, 

death and resurrection are the things that will make him the true Christ, the true 

Saviour. That is why he has come. Any path that Jesus wants to walk that avoids 

the cross will be a short cut – a short cut that will not be sufficient to bring peace 

between God and humanity. 

Not surprisingly Peter doesn’t like what he hears and he rebukes Jesus. “Suffering 

and death? Jesus, you must be out of your mind! You are the Christ, surely that 

won’t happen to you.” Peter doesn’t know it but he’s asking Jesus to take a short 

cut. It’s the same kind of short cut that Jesus was offered in the desert when he 

was tempted by Satan. ‘Turn these stones to bread – that will startle the people 

and make them believe’ ‘Jump off the temple and God will stop you from falling. 

He wouldn’t want you to get hurt, would he? ‘I’ll give you all the kingdoms of the 

world. Just bow down and worship me.’ 

The short cuts have been offered before. No wonder Jesus return serve with Peter 

and says to him, “Get behind me Satan!” Peter’s thoughts, Satan’s thoughts, 

human thoughts – they all want to take a short cut. They all want to avoid the 

cross. 

It struck me as I looked over the chapters that lead up to today’s story just how 

simple and consistent Jesus’ message had been. “Turn away from your sins and 

believe the good news” was his message after his baptism. When he sent his 

disciples out to tell the people anything they told the people to turn away from 

their sins. And Jesus says the same thing to us today. "If anyone wants to become 

my follower, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For 
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those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my 

sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it.” 

If you want to save your life there is no short cut. There is only the cross. 

Defending yourself, protecting yourself, justifying yourself will prove futile. Your 

life will not be saved. But denying yourself, admitting your fault and your need 

for forgiveness, handing yourself in will mean you will be saved. That is the cross 

we have been asked to take. 

Repentance and self-denial – that’s called the way of the cross. And along that 

way there are no short cuts. Painful as our cross may be, our cross is different to 

Jesus’ cross. It might hurt our pride to ask for forgiveness. It might take extreme 

courage to admit we are wrong. But that personal pain is hardly anything 

compared to the real pain of nails driven through your hands and feet, of your 

back being lashed with cords, of hanging on a cross in agony, of the piercing of 

your side with a spear.  

Jesus died in our place. His cross was physical, ours is not. Maybe our cross is a 

bit of a shortcut after all.  

Something to remember is that Jesus’ cross, his suffering and death, appeared to 

be a failure. It seemed that Jesus had lost and that the powers of darkness had 

won the day. But in truth it was completely the opposite. The cross was Jesus’ 

great victory, when he defeated sin and the power of the devil. No one realized 

that, of course, until Easter Sunday, when the victory was completed over not 

only sin and the power of the devil but over death as well. 

And your cross is a victory too. Remember what Jesus said to Peter? “Get behind 

me Satan. You are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.” 

The whole world is wired in the same way – wired for defeat, born sinful and 

ready to defend ourselves to the end. But every time you repent, every time the 

Holy Spirit moves you to deny yourself, take up your cross and seek God’s grace 

then God has won a massive victory in you. For God to get you to deny your 

human thoughts and inclination and repent then he must have filled you with the 

thoughts of Jesus himself. To everyone else it must look like a capitulation, a sign 

of weakness, complete surrender. But the cross is victory, a triumph disguised to 

look like failure.  

You are followers of Jesus and he has called you take up your cross. As you do, 

you receive the spoils of victory won by Jesus – forgiveness of sins, eternal life 

and peace with God. That’s the message of the cross. And that’s the message of 
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the Messiah. Now that we have the full picture – don’t keep it to yourselves. 
   

We confess our faith in the Triune God 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

was crucified, dead, and buried.  

He descended into hell. 

The third day he rose again from the dead.  

He ascended into heaven,  

and sits at the right hand of God, the Father almighty,  

from thence he will come to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the holy catholic* church, 

the communion of saints,  

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body,  

and the life everlasting.   

Amen. 
* ‘catholic’ here meaning 'universal' 

We meditate on the song ‘I am covered over’ (ATN 130) 

I am covered over with the robe of righteousness that Jesus gives to me. 

I am covered over with the precious blood of Jesus and He lives in me. 

What a joy it is to know my heav'nly Father loves me so and gives to me my 

Jesus, 

When He looks at me He  sees not what I used  to be, but He sees Jesus. 

 

I am covered over with the robe of righteousness that Jesus gives to me. 

I am covered over with the precious blood of Jesus and He lives in me. 

What a joy it is to know my heav'nly Father loves me so and gives to me my 

Jesus, 

When He looks at me He  sees not what I used  to be, but He sees Jesus. 
Anonymous 

From Isaiah 61:10 

Used by permission. CCLI 109319 
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We give of ourselves 

Lord God, help us always rely on your promises to us. 

Strengthen us for service as your followers. Lead us to forget ourselves for 

your sake, and give of ourselves for others. 

Amen. 

We pray for others 

God called Abraham to follow him and promised him a son through whom 

blessing would come to all nations. Let us pray for the people of every nation, 

that God would bless them through Jesus Christ his Son. 

Dear heavenly Father, thank you for sending your Son to speak to us in your holy 

word.  Bring good fruit to the reading and preaching of your word Sunday by 

Sunday around the globe.  Direct all pastors into the truth of Christ, and unite 

your people in a true hearing of Christ. 

Lord in your mercy... hear our prayer. 

You promised to make Abraham the father of many nations and through Sarah 

and Hagar your promises came to birth.  Bring peace to nations and peoples that 

are divided.  Prevent war in countries where there is unrest.  Bring an end to 

oppressive rule and the use of terror.  And direct our Prime Minister Scott 

Morrison and all world leaders into wise and just courses of action. 

Lord in your mercy... hear our prayer. 

You protected Abraham while he made his home in foreign lands.  Protect all 

who are far from their homes.  Watch over our armed forces overseas.  And give 

a new home to those whose home countries are unsafe. 

Lord in your mercy... hear our prayer. 

You blessed the marriage of Abraham and Sarah into old age.  Unite all married 

couples in loyalty and loving service, and give them the blessing of children.  And 

we pray for those who remain childless against their wishes - have mercy on 

them and hear their prayers. 

Lord in your mercy... hear our prayer. 

When the time was right, you took Abraham and Sarah to be with you in heaven.  

Comfort those who mourn the loss of loved ones. Keep the eyes of all who suffer 

loss fixed on Jesus. 

Lord in your mercy... hear our prayer. 
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Support all who are sick or suffering in any way.  We pray especially for (insert 

names).   Meet the needs of all we know to be in want, and whom we now name 

silently in our hearts (brief silence). 

Lord in your mercy... hear our prayer. 

Heavenly Father, you justified Abraham because he believed your promise. Grant 

that all may believe in your Son, Jesus Christ, so that they may not come into 

judgment, but receive life, forgiveness, and salvation, through him who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   

Amen.  

We pray the prayer of Jesus 

Our Father in heaven,  

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done,  

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. Matt 6:9-13 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. 

Amen. 

The Triune God sends us out with blessing 

May Christ our crucified Saviour draw you to himself, so that you may find in him 

the assurance of sins forgiven and the gift of eternal life; . . . 

Take up your cross and follow Christ. 

Thanks be to God.     

Amen. 

We meditate on the hymn ‘What a friend we have in Jesus’ (LH 426/TIS 590) 

1. What a friend we have in Jesus 

all our sins and griefs to bear, 

what a privilege to carry 

everything to God in prayer: 

O what peace we often forfeit, 
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O what needless pain we bear, 

all because we do not carry 

everything to God in prayer. 

 

2. Have we trials and temptations, 

is there trouble anywhere? 

We should never be discouraged: 

take it to the Lord in prayer. 

Can we find a friend so faithful 

who will all our sorrows share? 

Jesus knows our every weakness: 

take it to the Lord in prayer. 

 

3. Are we weak and heavy-laden, 

cumbered with a load of care? 

Jesus is our only refuge: 

take it to the Lord in prayer. 

Do your friends despise, forsake you? 

Take it to the Lord in prayer; 

in his arms he'll take and shield you, 

you will find a solace there. 
Joseph Medlicott Scriven 

1819-86 alt. 

Used by permission. CCLI 109319 

Announcements 


