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Bethlehem Lutheran Church Wagga Wagga 

2nd Sunday of Easter 

11th April, 2021  
 

The Triune God meets with us  

On the first day of the week, Jesus came and stood among them, Alleluia. 

The disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord, Alleluia. (John 20:19,20 NRSV) 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen  

We sing the hymn ‘Crown Him with many Crowns (LH 113/TIS 228) 

1. Crown him with many crowns, 

the Lamb upon the throne; 

hark! how the heavenly anthem drowns 

all music but its own: 

awake, my soul, and sing 

of him who died for me, 

and hail him as your chosen king 

through all eternity. 

 

3. Crown him the Lord of love; 

behold his hands and side, 

those wounds yet visible above 

in beauty glorified: 

no angel there on high 

can fully bear that sight, 

but downwards bends a burning eye 

at mysteries so bright. 

 

4. Crown him the Lord of life, 

who triumphed o'er the grave, 

and rose victorious in the strife 

for those he came to save: 

his glories now we sing 

who died, and rose on high; 

who died eternal life to bring, 
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and lives that death may die. 

 

5. Crown him the Lord of peace, 

whose power a sceptre sways 

from pole to pole, that wars may cease, 

absorbed in prayer and praise: 

his reign shall know no end, 

and round his pierced feet 

fair flowers of paradise extend 

their fragrance ever sweet. 

 

6. Crown him the Lord of years, 

the Potentate of time, 

Creator of the rolling spheres, 

majestic and sublime: 

all hail, Redeemer, hail! 

for you have died for me; 

your praise shall never, never fail 

throughout eternity. 
Matthew Bridges 1800-94 and 

Godfrey Thring 1823-1903 alt. 

Used by permission. CCLI 109319 

We confess our sins to God the Father… 

Let us confess our sins in the presence of God and of each other. 

We confess to you, almighty God, before the whole company of heaven, 

and to each other, that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, by our 

own fault. Have mercy on us, for Jesus’ sake, forgive us all our sins, and 

bring us to eternal life. Amen. 

-Silent confession- 

…and God forgives us 

May the almighty and merciful Lord grant us pardon and forgiveness of all our 

sins. 

Amen. 

Restore us again, O God our Saviour. 

Do not be angry with us any longer. 

Jesus leads us as we pray 
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The Lord be with you 

And also with you. 

Let us pray for faith in our risen Lord. [silence] 

Merciful God, your Son Jesus Christ is the resurrection and the life, who gives 

hope and joy to those who doubt. 

Give to us who do not see you faith and life and blessing, through Jesus 

Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

Amen. 

1st Reading – God speaks through his prophets 

Acts 4:32-35 The believers share their possessions  

32 All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of their 

possessions was their own, but they shared everything they had. 33 With great 

power the apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. And 

God’s grace was so powerfully at work in them all 34 that there were no needy 

persons among them. For from time to time those who owned land or houses 

sold them, brought the money from the sales 35 and put it at the apostles’ feet, 

and it was distributed to anyone who had need. 

This is the word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God 

We respond with Psalm 133  

1 How good and pleasant it is 

    when God’s people live together in unity! 

2 It is like precious oil poured on the head, 

    running down on the beard, 

running down on Aaron’s beard, 

    down on the collar of his robe. 

3 It is as if the dew of Hermon 

    were falling on Mount Zion. 

For there the Lord bestows his blessing, 

    even life forevermore. 

2nd Reading – God speaks through his apostles 
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1 John 1:1- 2:2 We have life and light through Jesus  

1 That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen 

with our eyes, which we have looked at and our hands have touched—this we 

proclaim concerning the Word of life. 2 The life appeared; we have seen it and 

testify to it, and we proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father 

and has appeared to us. 3 We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so 

that you also may have fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with the Father 

and with his Son, Jesus Christ. 4 We write this to make our joy complete. 

5 This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is light; in 

him there is no darkness at all. 6 If we claim to have fellowship with him and yet 

walk in the darkness, we lie and do not live out the truth. 7 But if we walk in the 

light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of 

Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin. 

8 If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 9 If 

we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify 

us from all unrighteousness. 10 If we claim we have not sinned, we make him out 

to be a liar and his word is not in us. 

1 My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does 

sin, we have an advocate with the Father—Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. 2 He 

is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of 

the whole world. 

This is the word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God 

Gospel reading – God speaks through Jesus 

John 20:19-31 Thomas sees the risen Christ and believes  

19 On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, 

with the doors locked for fear of the Jewish leaders, Jesus came and stood 

among them and said, “Peace be with you!” 20 After he said this, he showed them 

his hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord. 

21 Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending 

you.” 22 And with that he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If 

you forgive anyone’s sins, their sins are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they 

are not forgiven.” 

24 Now Thomas (also known as Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the 
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disciples when Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the 

Lord!” 

But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger 

where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe.” 

26 A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. 

Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 

“Peace be with you!” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here; see my 

hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe.” 

28 Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!” 

29 Then Jesus told him, “Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed 

are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” 

30 Jesus performed many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are 

not recorded in this book. 31 But these are written that you may believe that Jesus 

is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his 

name. 
 

This is the gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ, raised to live forever. 

Lord Jesus, thank you for letting Thomas doubt, and for showing yourself after 

your resurrection. 

Strengthen our faith in you as the living Son of God. 

Amen. 

God speaks to His children 

We sing the song ‘The light of Christ’ (ATA 126) 

The light of Christ has come into the world, 

The light of Christ has come into the world. 

 

1. All men must be born again to see the kingdom of God; 

The water and the Spirit bring new life in God’s love: 

 

The light of Christ has come into the world, 

The light of Christ has come into the world. 

 

2. God gave up His only Son out of love for the world, 
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So that all men who believe in Him will live forever: 

 

The light of Christ has come into the world, 

The light of Christ has come into the world. 

 

3. The light of God has come to us so that we might have salvation; 

From the darkness of our sins we walk into glory with Christ Jesus: 

 

The light of Christ has come into the world, 

The light of Christ has come into the world. 
Words and music: Donald Fishel © Donald Fishel. 

Used by permission. CCLI 109319 

God speaks to us 

The LCA provides this sermon edited for lay-reading, with thanks to the original 

author. 

The Text: John 20:19-31 

 

The sun has set on that first Easter day. In the midst of their grief and confusion, 

the apostles are given a glimmer of relief through sightings of the risen Lord 

Jesus, through angelic messengers who bring hope for the future, and a dim, 

dark memory of some things Jesus said about suffering and dying and rising 

again. But as the sun sets, fear and anxiety takes hold once more. Life often 

seems more difficult when darkness descends. 

The apostles find a safe location and lock themselves in securely. Who knows 

what they talked about? What we do know is that despite all the evidence that 

Jesus had overcome death, they were still scared out of their wits, fearful that the 

Jewish leaders would murder them just as they had murdered Jesus. 

Jesus had the right to show up and tell the disciples off.  “You thick-headed 

people,” he could have said, “I told you over and over and over again that I was 

going to rise on the third day.  How come you never got it?”  Jesus had the right 

to do that, but He didn’t. Instead Jesus came and stood among them and said to 

them, “Peace be with you.” Instead of scolding them, He gave them peace.  They 

deserved wrath, but Jesus gave them peace. 

Standing in the middle of the disciples and proclaims that, despite their failures; 

despite the way they abandoned Jesus and even denied Him, they have peace 
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with God. And as He says this, Jesus shows them how much this peace cost – 

pointing to the wounds of His crucifixion. 

So Jesus speaks His word of peace and the disciples receive the gift of 

reconciliation with God. It’s little wonder that they were still so excited when 

Thomas finally arrives later that night. “We have seen the Lord!” they declare to 

him, expecting Thomas to be excited. Over the centuries Thomas’ response has 

come to be known as one of doubt…but that’s not accurate. Thomas doesn’t 

doubt, he flat out refuses to believe. That’s what he says. It’s not that Thomas has 

a few questions about what happened to Jesus – he simply refuses to believe the 

word of God spoken to him by Jesus’ apostles. He rejects the eyewitness 

testimony of those who had seen Jesus and been given authority to tell the world 

about Him. 

Well, a week later, it’s the same story. The disciples are gathered in the same 

room but this time Thomas is there. And Jesus shows up again. And again He has 

every right to tell Thomas off for his unbelief. But the first word Jesus speaks is 

one of peace. He declares that our sin’s rage against God is finished and He gives 

hope for eternity. He doesn’t chastise Thomas but offers the proof Thomas asked 

for and then demands that Thomas stop doubting and believe. He tells Thomas 

to stop being a pagan. Stop being an unbeliever doomed for judgement. And He 

calls him to simply believe. And what’s amazing is that Jesus’ words are enough. 

Thomas doesn’t stick his fingers in the nail wounds and he doesn’t prod Jesus’ 

side. Instead he hears Jesus’ words and his heart is changed. He cries out, “My 

Lord and my God!” 

People often say how much easier it would be to believe if only…if only they 

could see Jesus….if only they could have some miraculous experience….if only 

Christian teaching was more in line with their way of thinking…if only their lives 

showed more evidence of blessing…and the list goes on. But what today’s 

reading does is show this kind of thinking for what it is: unbelief. This unbelief 

has the worst consequences, for refusal to believe God’s promises leads to hell.  

Jesus doesn’t mess around with Thomas. Jesus speaks plainly that Thomas needs 

to stop being an unbeliever if he wants to enjoy the benefits of Jesus’ death and 

resurrection. Simply hanging around with the other apostles while maintaining 

this stubborn unbelief is not enough. 

Yet Jesus is determined that Thomas not continue in unbelief. Jesus is kind and 

gracious and speaks words of forgiveness and mercy to him, and this word of 
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grace changes the hardest of hearts.  

That’s good news for us, too. For as we can no longer see Jesus with our eyes, it 

can be easy to doubt—or even disbelieve—God’s promises in Christ to us. How 

do we deal with unbelief such as this that lurks in all our hearts? How do we 

simply trust in the Lord whose wounds declare us forgiven and at peace with 

God? 

At the end of our reading John says “Jesus performed many other signs in the 

presence of his disciples, which are not recorded in this book. But these are 

written that you may believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that 

by believing you may have life in his name.”  

What a wonderful statement of grace to you and me! Through His servant John, 

the Lord is telling us that we have all we need to believe and be saved. It’s not 

the kind of proof that will satisfy those looking for spectacular experiences or 

worldly approval…but it is the sure and certain proof that we all need to be freed 

from our sins and to live in the knowledge that we are at peace with God 

because Jesus died in our place and is now risen. 

The Word of God is all we need. In fact Paul says in the letter to the Romans that 

faith can only come through hearing the word of Christ. That’s what John is 

saying. Yes, those first apostles were blessed to see the Lord, resurrected from 

the dead, alive and full of blessing. But ultimately their faith was based on the 

words He spoke…the same word we have with us still today. 

Week after week many of us come here and basically our message is the same. 

Jesus died to pay the penalty for our sins. He rose again in victory over sin and 

death and the Devil. And now He proclaims we are forgiven and set free for 

eternity. And you know that’s basically what the apostles said to Thomas as well 

when he refused to believe. Let us be careful, that we too are not stubborn and 

unbelieving and buy into Satan’s lie that we need more than this; the lie that 

there is something more exciting, something more spiritual than hearing that our 

sins are forgiven? God forbid that we would be found to be unbelieving 

Thomases in this way. 

For just as Jesus was present with the disciples proclaiming peace and 

forgiveness in the midst of their fears, He surely stands with us today speaking 

that same word. He proclaims we are forgiven by His blood. He declares heaven 

is ours because He overcame death and the grave and was raised on the third 

day.  He continues to come to us proclaiming peace, proclaiming life, 
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proclaiming salvation that at the last day we would be found believing. 

So hear the word of Christ spoken first to the apostles, then to Thomas and now 

to us here. The word that sets us free and creates faith in Jesus’ saving work. The 

word that Jesus has commanded His church to proclaim until He returns – the 

word that declares our sins are forgiven because Jesus has died our death and is 

now risen from the dead to fill us with the peace of God which passes all 

understanding. A peace that will keep our hearts and minds in Christ Jesus our 

Lord. Amen.   

We confess our faith in the Triune God 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

was crucified, dead, and buried.  

He descended into hell. 

The third day he rose again from the dead.  

He ascended into heaven,  

and sits at the right hand of God, the Father almighty,  

from thence he will come to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the holy catholic* church, 

the communion of saints,  

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body,  

and the life everlasting.   

Amen. 
* ‘catholic’ here meaning 'universal' 

We sing the hymn ‘I know that my Redeemer lives’ (ATA 128) 

1. I know that my Redeemer lives; 

what comfort this sweet sentence gives! 

He lives, he lives, who once was dead; 

he lives, my ever-living head. 

 

2. He lives to bless me with his love, 
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he lives to plead for me above, 

he lives my hungry soul to feed, 

he lives to help in time of need. 

 

3. He lives, my kind, wise, heavenly friend, 

he lives and loves me to the end; 

he lives, and while he lives, I'll sing; 

he lives, my prophet, priest, and king. 

 

4. He lives, and gives me daily breath; 

he lives, and I will conquer death; 

he lives my new home to prepare, 

he lives to bring me safely there. 

 

5. He lives, all glory to his name! 

He lives, my Jesus, still the same; 

O the sweet joy this sentence gives: 

I know that my Redeemer lives! 
Samuel Medley 1738-99, alt. 

Used by permission. CCLI 109319 

We give of ourselves 

Living God, let the resurrection of your Son transform our lives. Make us bold in 

serving you and bringing your good news to other people. 

Help us to share of ourselves and our possessions with one another and 

especially with people in need. 

Amen. 

We pray for others 

The Lord calls us to draw close and examine the wounded hands and feet of the 

Risen One and to know the depth of his love for us.  Let us therefore approach 

the throne of God in confidence as we pray for the whole people of God in Christ 

Jesus, and for all people according to their needs. 

Lord our Father, as Jesus entered the locked room to show his disciples the 

beginning of a new world, so enter our hearts and move us to faith in Jesus as 

the Risen One.  Convince us of the reality and significance of the resurrection, 

and free us from all manner of fears and phobias.  Give us courage in the face of 

death, knowing that this is the gateway to new resurrected life for those who 
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trust in Christ. 

Lord, in your mercy… hear our prayer. 

Be with your church throughout the world so that its preaching and works of love 

may continue to testify to our Lord’s resurrection.  Wherever your church is 

faithless and lacking in courage to do the work that Jesus has given, visit it and 

build it up with your Spirit.  Be with all our pastors so that they may listen well 

and then speak with Christ’s authority. 

Lord, in your mercy… hear our prayer. 

Bring peace to all parts of the earth.  Wherever nations are at war and people are 

divided, visit and bring true reconciliation.  Especially protect all Christian people 

in these nations, and help them to influence their country for the good of all. 

Lord, in your mercy… hear our prayer. 

Wherever homes are disrupted by anger and bitterness, and wherever 

relationships are distorted and dulled, visit and bring peace and harmony.  

Wherever young people are gathered in your name, visit and guide them with 

your holy word and wisdom. 

Lord, in your mercy… hear our prayer. 

Visit and comfort the sick and suffering too, dear Lord.  Heal and strengthen 

weak bodies, calm and correct confused minds.  We pray for those we know with 

particular needs including (insert names).  Support them all with your great love 

and mercy, and be with those others known to us and whom we now name in 

our hearts… 

Lord, in your mercy… hear our prayer. 

Heavenly Father, we present these prayers through Jesus Christ our Lord, who is 

risen from the dead, and who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and for ever.   

Amen.  

We pray the prayer of Jesus 

Our Father in heaven,  

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done,  

on earth as in heaven. 
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Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. Matt 6:9-13 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. 

Amen. 

The Triune God sends us out with blessing 

May the God of peace, who raised from the dead our Lord Jesus, provide you 

with every good thing you need in order to do his will; . . . 

Go in peace. The Lord is risen indeed. 

Thanks be to God.  

We sing the hymn ‘Sent out by God’s blessing’ (LHS 844) 

1. Sent out by God’s blessing, our true faith confessing, 

the people of God from his dwelling take leave. 

The supper is ended; O now be extended 

the fruits of this service in all who believe, 

The seed of his teaching, receptive souls reaching, 

shall blossom in action for God and for all. 

His grace did invite us, his love shall unite us 

to work for God’s kingdom and answer his call. 

 

2. With praise and thanksgiving to God ever-living, 

the tasks of our everyday life we will face. 

Our faith ever sharing, in love ever caring, 

embracing his children of each tribe and race. 

With your feast you feed us, with your light now lead us; 

unite us as one in this life that we share. 

Then may all the living with praise and thanksgiving 

give honour to Christ and his name that we bear. 
Omer Westerndorf 1916- alt. 

Used by permission. CCLI 109319 

Announcements 


