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Bethlehem Lutheran Church Wagga Wagga 

5th Sunday in Lent 

21st March, 2021  
 

The Triune God meets with us  

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, 

when I will make a new covenant 

with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. (Jer 31:31 NRSV) 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen  

We listen & meditate on the song ‘Glorify your name’ ATE 250 

1. Father, we love you, we praise you, we adore you. 

Glorify your name in all the earth.  

Glorify your name, glorify your name.  

Glorify your name in all the earth. 

 

2. Jesus, we love you, we praise you, we adore you.  

Glorify your name in all the earth. 

Glorify your name, glorify your name.  

Glorify your name in all the earth. 

 

3.  Spirit, we love you, we praise you, we adore you. 

Glorify your name in all the earth.  

Glorify your name, glorify your name.  

Glorify your name in all the earth. 
Words and music: Donna Adkins 

©1976, 1981 Maranatha! Music. All rights reserved. Admin. in Australasia by 

Scripture in Song, PO Box 17-161, Greenlane, Auckland 5, NZ. 

Used by permission. CCLI 109319 

We confess our sins to God the Father… 

We lay down our sins and burdens before God 

Let us confess our sins in the presence of God and of each other. 

We confess to you, almighty God, before the whole company of heaven, and to each other, 

that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, by our own fault. Have mercy on us, for Jesus’ 

sake, forgive us all our sins, and bring us to eternal life. Amen. 

…and God forgives us 

May the almighty and merciful Lord grant us pardon and forgiveness of all our sins. 

Amen. 

Jesus leads us as we pray 

The Lord be with you 

And also with you. 

Let us pray that we remain united with Christ. [silence] 
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Jesus our Saviour, thank you for coming to give us life through your suffering and death. 

Keep us following you wherever you lead us, because we know that you have promised to take 

us home to God. For you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

Amen. 

1st Reading – God speaks through his prophets 

Jeremiah 31:31-34 God promises a new covenant 

31 ‘The days are coming,’ declares the Lord, 

    ‘when I will make a new covenant 

with the people of Israel 

    and with the people of Judah. 
32 It will not be like the covenant 

    I made with their ancestors 

when I took them by the hand 

    to lead them out of Egypt, 

because they broke my covenant, 

    though I was a husband to them,’ 

declares the Lord. 
33 ‘This is the covenant that I will make with the people of Israel 

    after that time,’ declares the Lord. 

‘I will put my law in their minds 

    and write it on their hearts. 

I will be their God, 

    and they will be my people. 
34 No longer will they teach their neighbour, 

    or say to one another, “Know the Lord,” 

because they will all know me, 

    from the least of them to the greatest,’ 

declares the Lord. 

‘For I will forgive their wickedness 

    and will remember their sins no more.’ 

This is the word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God 

We respond with Psalm 51:1-12 

1 Have mercy on me, O God, 

    according to your unfailing love; 

according to your great compassion 

    blot out my transgressions. 

2 Wash away all my iniquity 

    and cleanse me from my sin. 

3 For I know my transgressions, 

    and my sin is always before me. 
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4 Against you, you only, have I sinned 

    and done what is evil in your sight; 

so you are right in your verdict 

    and justified when you judge. 

5 Surely I was sinful at birth, 

    sinful from the time my mother conceived me. 

6 Yet you desired faithfulness even in the womb; 

    you taught me wisdom in that secret place. 

7 Cleanse me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; 

    wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 

8 Let me hear joy and gladness; 

    let the bones you have crushed rejoice. 

9 Hide your face from my sins 

    and blot out all my iniquity. 

10 Create in me a pure heart, O God, 

    and renew a steadfast spirit within me. 

11 Do not cast me from your presence 

    or take your Holy Spirit from me. 

12 Restore to me the joy of your salvation 

    and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me. 

2nd Reading – God speaks through his apostles 

Hebrews 5:5-10 Jesus the great high priest, made perfect through suffering 

5 In the same way, Christ did not take on himself the glory of becoming a high priest. But God said to 

him, 

‘You are my Son; 

    today I have become your Father.’ 
6 And he says in another place, 

‘You are a priest for ever, 

    in the order of Melchizedek.’ 

7 During the days of Jesus’ life on earth, he offered up prayers and petitions with fervent cries and 

tears to the one who could save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverent 

submission. 8 Son though he was, he learned obedience from what he suffered 9 and, once made 

perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him 10 and was designated by God 

to be high priest in the order of Melchizedek. 

This is the word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God 

Gospel reading – God speaks through Jesus 

John 12:20-33 Jesus announces that his hour has come 
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20 Now there were some Greeks among those who went up to worship at the festival. 21 They came to 

Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, with a request. ‘Sir,’ they said, ‘we would like to see Jesus.’ 
22 Philip went to tell Andrew; Andrew and Philip in turn told Jesus. 

23 Jesus replied, ‘The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 24 Very truly I tell you, unless a 

grain of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a single seed. But if it dies, it produces 

many seeds. 25 Anyone who loves their life will lose it, while anyone who hates their life in this world 

will keep it for eternal life. 26 Whoever serves me must follow me; and where I am, my servant also will 

be. My Father will honour the one who serves me. 

27 ‘Now my soul is troubled, and what shall I say? “Father, save me from this hour”? No, it was for this 

very reason I came to this hour. 28 Father, glorify your name!’ 

Then a voice came from heaven, ‘I have glorified it, and will glorify it again.’ 29 The crowd that was 

there and heard it said it had thundered; others said an angel had spoken to him. 

30 Jesus said, ‘This voice was for your benefit, not mine. 31 Now is the time for judgment on this world; 

now the prince of this world will be driven out. 32 And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw 

all people to myself.’ 33 He said this to show the kind of death he was going to die. 

This is the gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

Lord Jesus, thank you for giving up your life for our sake. 

Make us ready to give up ourselves and follow you. 

Amen. 

God speaks to His children 

SUNDAY OF THE CHURCH YEAR: Lent 5B 

MAIN POINT 

Jesus had to suffer and die so we can be saved 

SCRIPTURE FOCUS 

Very truly I tell you, unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a single 

seed. But if it dies, it produces many seeds. John 12:24 

AIDS 

Pictures of grains of wheat and a wheat plant with lots of heads of grain. (Or the real thing if 

possible.) 

ADDRESS 

Can you see what I have here? Show the children the wheat seed. 

It’s a grain of wheat. We can make bread from wheat by grinding it into flour. Could I make a loaf of 

bread from this one seed? No, to make a loaf of bread I need lots of grains of wheat. The only way I 

could get lots of wheat from this one seed, is by planting it in the ground – by burying it! Then a new 

wheat plant would rise up out of the ground and it would have lots of ‘heads’ of grain. Show the 

picture of the mature wheat plant. 

In our gospel reading today, Jesus was talking to two of his special friends (Philip and Andrew) about 

wheat. But really, he was talking about himself, not wheat. He was telling Philip and Andrew that he 
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would have to die and be buried in the ground (like a grain of wheat) so that lots of people could be 

saved! And that’s exactly what Jesus did at Easter – he died on the cross, he was buried in a tomb and 

then 3 days later he came alive again. 

Jesus loves us so much, that he was willing to die a horrible death so we can be forgiven and saved. 

When a wheat plant gets old it dies, but Jesus will never die again. He is alive forever and he will 

come back one day to take us to be with him in heaven. 

Next time you see a farmer out in the paddock planting wheat, or you see a crop growing, or when 

you eat a slice of bread at home, you can remember what Jesus said and thank him for what he has 

done for us. 

PRAYER 

Dear Jesus, thank you for loving us and for willingly dying for us to take away our sins. Help us to 

remember that your death and resurrection is what Easter is all about. Amen. 

We listen & meditate on the hymn ‘O Jesus I have promised’ TIS 595 

1. O Jesus, I have promised 

to serve you to the end; 

Lord, be for ever near me, 

my master and my friend: 

I shall not fear the battle 

if you are by my side, 

nor wander from the pathway 

if you will be my guide. 

 

2.  Still let me feel you near me: 

the world is ever near; 

I see the sights that dazzle 

and tempting sounds I hear; 

my foes are ever near me, 

around me and within; 

but, Jesus, draw me nearer, 

and shield my soul from sin. 

 

3. O let me hear you speaking 

in accents clear and still, 

above the storms of passion, 

the murmurs of self-will; 

Lord, speak to reassure me, 

to chasten or control; 

O speak, and make me listen, 

true guardian of my soul. 

 

4. Lord, let me see your footmarks 

and in them plant my own; 

that I may follow boldly 

and in your strength alone; 
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O guide me, call me, draw me, 

uphold me to the end; 

and then in heaven receive me, 

my Saviour and my friend. 
John Ernest Bode 

1816-74 alt. 

Used by permission. CCLI 109319 

God speaks to us 

The LCA provides this sermon edited for lay-reading, with thanks to the original author. 

The text: John 12:20-33 

Glory – on God’s Terms 

What would you see as the most glorious thing that could happen to you? Receiving an Australia Day 

award? Being praised in the presence of others? Gaining recognition in the newspaper for something 

you’ve done? One of our daily newspapers has a 15 Minutes of Fame column. A person was randomly 

chosen by a reporter who wrote up a brief sketch of that person’s life for the newspapers. But human 

fame and glory is quickly forgotten. 

God’s idea of glory is totally different. Prior to their wedding day, a pastor was discussing marriage 

vows with a young couple. The man objected to the words in the vow “’til death do us part”. “Can’t 

you change the words?” he asked. “I don’t want death mentioned on my wedding day.” For God, 

death and glory aren’t incompatible. Nothing brings God greater glory than the death of His Son 

Jesus Christ for us. Jesus wanted God to be glorified by His perfect obedience to the will of God, no 

matter what the cost. 

God doesn’t seek glory by means of a spectacular, sensational public relations stunt. Instead, God 

hides His glory in the life, suffering and death of Jesus our Saviour. Our world glorifies power, success, 

strength and affluence. God reveals Himself most fully in the humiliation, vulnerability and weakness 

of the Cross. The cross of Christ is the hiding place of God’s saving power and glory. We see our 

Saviour’s glory in His suffering because it shows how much He loves each and every one of us; we see 

His love in His excruciating agony on the Cross, as it reveals how He sacrificed everything for us. We 

cannot really understand Jesus apart from His Cross. It is central to why He came to our earth to be 

one of us, with us. 

The Cross of Christ is the climax of His identification with us as mortal men and women. There, Christ 

carried out His mightiest work of salvation for us. The Cross both reveals and condemns our sin and 

guilt, and takes it away. We are eternally indebted to Jesus for what He did for us there. In the words 

of the famous hymn, Rock of ages:  

 “Nothing in my hand I bring 

  Simply to Your cross I cling.” (LHS 330) 

In this morning’s text, some Greek visitors come to Jesus’ disciple Philip, perhaps because of his Greek 

name, and ask him: “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” What a praiseworthy request! Philip is so excited that 

folk from the most intellectual and artistic nation of the time come to make contact with Jesus, that 

he quickly shares the news with his friend Andrew. At last Jesus is going to be recognised as a 

celebrity! They can’t wait to tell our Lord. Jesus responds that the great hour of His life has arrived.  

These Greeks represent us, the Gentiles of the world. Their arrival anticipates Christ’s post-Pentecost 

mission. Jesus isn’t the latest philosopher or newest religious guru with a trendy recipe for self-



[7] 
 

advancement or self-enlightenment. Like a wheat crop, before there can be a harvest, grain must be 

buried in the ground. Jesus compares His mission to a grain of wheat. Before there can be the fruit of 

mission, of many people being won for Christ, He must sacrifice His life for us. 

The sacrifice of His life on the Cross for each of us, and for all people of every race, has and will 

continue to draw more men and women to Jesus than all His miracles or unsurpassed moral teaching. 

Jesus wants us to be drawn to Him because of His suffering with and for us, and the sacrifice of His 

life instead of us, rather than because of His amazing miracles. We’re so reluctant to think or talk 

about our own or anyone else’s death. Jesus, however, views His death, as the greatest thing He’s 

done for us. We read in John 15:13, “No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s 

friends. You are my friends.”   

At the same time, giving His life for us wasn’t at all easy for Jesus. For us, often the anticipation of 

something painful, like going to the dentist, is worse than the event itself. Jesus doesn’t hide the 

anguish His imminent sacrifice of Himself for us was causing Him. The thought of it filled Him with 

deep agony: “Now my heart is troubled, and what shall I say? Father, save me from this hour?” was 

His painful plea as He anticipates his awful agony in the garden of Gethsemane. Who wants to die at 

the age of 33? Jesus’ obedience to God’s will came at great personal cost. But as today’s second Bible 

reading says, “He learnt obedience from what He suffered.” His private agony is transformed into a 

public confession of His obedience to God: “Father, save me from this hour? No, it was for this very 

reason I came to this hour.” (v27) 

By His obedience to God the Father, Jesus came to undo and repair the damage caused by Adam and 

Eve’s disobedience to God. Nothing less than the future of all of us, of all humankind, was at stake. At 

any moment, Jesus could have said “no” to the Cross. But for our sakes, He was “obedient unto death, 

even death on a cross.” This gift of sacrificial love gives us a hope nothing can destroy. Martin Luther 

King Jr has said, “There are some who still find the Cross a stumbling block, others consider it 

foolishness. I am more convinced than ever that it is the power of God to social and individual 

salvation.” 

We focus on the Cross of Christ during Lent because it speaks to us primarily of a fellow-sufferer who 

understands what it’s like for us to suffer and to be afraid of dying. Jesus hears your pain from His 

cross and not from the cosy comfort of an armchair. Jesus shares your suffering, physical or 

emotional, however great or small, in ways you can only begin to imagine. Your Saviour’s Cross 

means you can trust Jesus with your suffering, and discover that trusting Him is life-transforming. 

Jesus didn’t come to our world to answer your questions about why you’re suffering, but to fill it with 

His life-changing presence. No other sacrifice has changed as many lives as has Christ’s sacrifice for 

us. His sacrifice of Himself on the Cross attracts our gratitude because it was so undeserved. Jesus 

said, “When I am lifted up from the earth, I’ll draw all kinds of people to me (v32).” His death is the 

magnetism of an utterly selfless sacrifice. There’s something deeply moving about self-giving love, 

isn’t there?   

Life without sacrifice is a mean existence. We can either hoard what we have or sacrifice it in love for 

someone else. Jesus invites us to follow Him on the path of sacrificial service. “Whoever serves me 

must follow me, and where I am, my servant also will be. My Father will honour the one who serves 

me (v27).” What a marvellous incentive to join Jesus on the path of sacrificial service. God will 

exceedingly honour such service. What’s more, Jesus calls those His friends, who serve Him in a way 

that sacrifices their preferences, their priorities and their inclinations. He says in John 15:15, “I do not 

call you servants any longer, because the servant does not know what the master is doing, but I have 



[8] 
 

called you friends, because I have made known to you everything that I have heard from My Father.” 

To be called Jesus’ friend makes all we do for Him and for each other so very worthwhile, and fills life 

with meaning and purpose. 

Jesus’ cross has transformed how we view life. Life isn’t about what we can get out of it for ourselves, 

but what we can give for the sake of others. Think of how much poorer our world would be without 

all those selfless folk whose first concern is always the welfare of others. They invite you to share their 

discovery, that “life’s happiest hours are those of self-forgetfulness.” We can lose ourselves in serving 

Jesus because He will never forget us.  

Amen!  

We confess our faith in the Triune God 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

was crucified, dead, and buried.  

He descended into hell. 

The third day he rose again from the dead.  

He ascended into heaven,  

and sits at the right hand of God, the Father almighty,  

from thence he will come to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the holy catholic* church, 

the communion of saints,  

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body,  

and the life everlasting.   

Amen. 
* ‘catholic’ here meaning 'universal' 

We listen & meditate on the song ‘Follow me’ ATOK 401 

Anyone who wants to come with me, 

deny yourself, take up your cross 

and follow me, follow me, 

follow me, follow me. 

 

1.   Follow me to the ugly edges, 

leave the comfortable zone; 

follow me to the broken borders - 

where I am is your home. 

You'll never walk alone. 

 

Anyone who wants to come with me, 

deny yourself, take up your cross 
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and follow me, follow me, 

follow me, follow me. 

 

2.   Jesus, lead me to where you want me, 

help me hear what you say; 

take my fear of the unfamiliar, 

build my trust every day. 

I want to go your way. 

 

Anyone who wants to come with me, 

deny yourself, take up your cross 

and follow me, follow me, 

follow me, follow me. 

 

Lose your life and save it, 

give it up and get it back. 

Lose your life and save it, 

give it up and get it back. 

 

Lose your life and save it, 

give it up and get it back. 

Lose your life and save it, 

give it up and get it back. 
Words and music: Robin Mann 

@1994 Robin Mann, 54 Currawong Crescent, Modbury Heights 

SA 5092. 

Used by permission. CCLI 109319 

We give of ourselves 

Thank you, Lord, for making us yours through the sacrifice of your Son. 

Let your Spirit live in us to make us more and more like Christ. Lead us to serve others with all 

that you have given us. 

Amen. 

We pray for others 

Our Lord Jesus Christ is our high priest, and he stands at the right hand of the Father to intercede for 

us. Let us pray to the Father, knowing that he listens to us for Jesus' sake. 

Dear Lord God Heavenly Father: we thank you that Jesus was raised upon the cross for us. We pray 

that you would draw all people to your throne- the cross- and that all people would see and believe 

that you are indeed the Christ and Saviour of the world. 

Lord in your mercy: Hear our prayer. 

We pray for all the baptised. Lead us in daily repentance that we may daily die to sin and rise to new 

life with Christ in the power of the Spirit. As we walk through life, we pray that we may face death in 

the certain hope of resurrection, and that we may be raised up together with all who have died in the 

faith of Christ.  

Lord in your mercy: Hear our prayer. 



[10] 
 

We pray for all those who mourn the death of loved ones, those who are dying and those who work 

with the dying. Bless all those who work with alcoholics and drug addicts and we pray that you will 

bring all those who suffer from addictions to new life.  

Lord in your mercy: Hear our prayer. 

Guide the rulers of the world and especially our Federal and State Governments. We pray that all 

those who have been elected to serve will serve their constituents faithfully. Work through our leaders 

so that at all times and in all matters your perfect will may be done.  

Lord in your mercy: Hear our prayer. 

Bless the church around the globe.  Support those who are persecuted for your name’s sake.  Uphold 

all the pastors of the Lutheran Church of Australia and be with all parishes who do not have a pastor 

at this time and those going through the call process. Encourage those studying for public ministry 

and those considering the call to become pastors. 

Lord in your mercy: Hear our prayer. 

Strengthen us all as we try to give up self-centredness and self-interest and take up the life of Christ 

instead.  Help us to be a blessing to those we live and work with.  Take care of the sick and suffering.  

Be with those we know with special needs and whom we now name in our hearts (brief silence). 

Lord in your mercy: Hear our prayer. 

Heavenly Father, your Son descended into the grave like a grain of wheat, but you glorified him by 

raising him up to life. Restore us to life, so that we may serve you in the world; through Jesus Christ 

your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

Amen. 

We pray the prayer of Jesus 

Our Father in heaven,  

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done,  

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. Matt 6:9-13 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

The Triune God sends us out with blessing 

May Christ our crucified Saviour draw you to himself, so that you may find in him the assurance of 

sins forgiven and the gift of eternal life; . . . 

Go in peace to follow and serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. Amen. 

We listen & meditate on the song ‘10000 Reasons’ 

Bless the Lord oh my soul 
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Oh my soul 

Worship His Holy name 

Sing like never before 

Oh my soul 

I'll worship Your Holy name 

 

The sun comes up 

It's a new day dawning 

It's time to sing Your song again 

Whatever may pass 

And whatever lies before me 

Let me be singing 

When the evening comes 

 

Bless the Lord oh my soul 

Oh my soul 

Worship His Holy name 

Sing like never before 

Oh my soul 

I'll worship Your Holy name 

 

You're rich in love 

And You're slow to anger 

Your name is great 

And Your heart is kind 

For all Your goodness 

I will keep on singing 

Ten thousand reasons 

For my heart to find 

 

Bless the Lord oh my soul 

Oh my soul 

Worship His Holy name 

Sing like never before 

Oh my soul 

I'll worship Your Holy name 

Bless You Lord 

 

And on that day 

When my strength is failing 

The end draws near 

And my time has come 

Still my soul will 

Sing Your praise unending 

Ten thousand years 

And then forevermore 
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Forevermore 

 

Bless the Lord oh my soul 

Oh my soul 

Worship His Holy name 

Sing like never before 

Oh my soul 

I'll worship Your Holy name 

 

Bless the Lord oh my soul 

Oh my soul 

Worship His Holy name 

Sing like never before 

Oh my soul 

I'll worship Your Holy name 

Yes I'll worship Your Holy name 

I'll worship Your Holy name 
Words and Music by Jonas Myric and Matt Redman 

© 2011 Thankyou Music (Admin. By EMI Christian Music Publishing) 

Used by permission. CCLI 109319 

Announcements 


