
[1] 
 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church Wagga Wagga 

4th Sunday after Epiphany 

31st January, 2021  
 

The Triune God meets with us  

The Lord God will raise up a prophet like Moses from among your own people. 

He will put his words in the mouth of the prophet 

and you shall heed such a prophet.  (based on Deut 18:15,18) 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen  

We meditate on the hymn ‘How Sweet The Name Of Jesus Sounds’ 

1. How sweet the name of Jesus sounds 

In a believer's ear! 

It soothes his sorrows, heals his wounds,  

And drives away his fear. 

 

2. It makes the wounded spirit whole,  

And calms the troubled breast; 

'Tis manna to the hungry soul, 

And to the weary, rest. 

 

3. Dear name, the rock on which I build,  

My shield and hiding place; 

My never-failing treasury, filled_ 

With boundless stores of grace. 

 

4. By Thee my prayers acceptance gain,  

Although with sin defiled; 

Satan accuses me in vain,  

And I am owned a child. 

 

5. Jesus, my shepherd, guardian, friend,  

My prophet, priest, and king, 

My Lord, my life, my way, my end, 

Accept the praise I bring. 
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6. Weak is the effort of my heart,  

And cold my warmest thought; 

But when I see Thee as Thou art,  

I'll praise Thee as I ought. 

 

7. Till then I would Thy love proclaim 

With every fleeting breath; 

And may the music of Thy name 

Refresh my soul in death. 
John Newton (1725-1807), alt.1 

Used by permission. CCLI 109319 

We confess our sins to God the Father… 

We lay down our sins and burdens before God 

Let us confess our sins in the presence of God and of each other. 

We confess to you, almighty God, before the whole company of heaven, 

and to each other, that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, by our 

own fault. Have mercy on us, for Jesus’ sake, forgive us all our sins, and 

bring us to eternal life. Amen. 

…and God forgives us 

May the almighty and merciful Lord grant us pardon and forgiveness of all our 

sins. 

Amen. 

Jesus leads us as we pray 

The Lord be with you 

And also with you. 

Let us pray for power to say and do what is right. [silence] 

In all our doubts, dangers, and confusion, teach us, Lord, what we ought to say 

and do. 

Give to us, who can do nothing good without you, the power to speak the 

truth and do your will. We ask this through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

Amen. 
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1st Reading – God speaks through his prophets 

Deuteronomy 18:15-20 The Lord promises a prophet like Moses  

15 The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among you, 

from your fellow Israelites. You must listen to him. 16 For this is what you asked of 

the Lord your God at Horeb on the day of the assembly when you said, “Let us 

not hear the voice of the Lord our God nor see this great fire anymore, or we will 

die.” 

17 The Lord said to me: “What they say is good. 18 I will raise up for them a 

prophet like you from among their fellow Israelites, and I will put my words in his 

mouth. He will tell them everything I command him. 19 I myself will call to 

account anyone who does not listen to my words that the prophet speaks in my 

name. 20 But a prophet who presumes to speak in my name anything I have not 

commanded, or a prophet who speaks in the name of other gods, is to be put to 

death.” 

This is the word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God 

We respond with Psalm 111  

1 Praise the Lord. 

I will extol the Lord with all my heart 

    in the council of the upright and in the assembly. 

2 Great are the works of the Lord; 

    they are pondered by all who delight in them. 

3 Glorious and majestic are his deeds, 

    and his righteousness endures forever. 

4 He has caused his wonders to be remembered; 

    the Lord is gracious and compassionate. 

5 He provides food for those who fear him; 

    he remembers his covenant forever. 

6 He has shown his people the power of his works, 

    giving them the lands of other nations. 

7 The works of his hands are faithful and just; 

    all his precepts are trustworthy. 
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8 They are established for ever and ever, 

    enacted in faithfulness and uprightness. 

9 He provided redemption for his people; 

    he ordained his covenant forever— 

    holy and awesome is his name. 

10 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; 

    all who follow his precepts have good understanding. 

    To him belongs eternal praise. 

2nd Reading – God speaks through his apostles 

1 Corinthians 8:1-13 Freedom and the conscience of your fellow believer  

1 Now about food sacrificed to idols: We know that “We all possess knowledge.” 

But knowledge puffs up while love builds up. 2 Those who think they know 

something do not yet know as they ought to know. 3 But whoever loves God is 

known by God. 

4 So then, about eating food sacrificed to idols: We know that “An idol is nothing 

at all in the world” and that “There is no God but one.” 5 For even if there are so-

called gods, whether in heaven or on earth (as indeed there are many “gods” and 

many “lords”), 6 yet for us there is but one God, the Father, from whom all things 

came and for whom we live; and there is but one Lord, Jesus Christ, through 

whom all things came and through whom we live. 

7 But not everyone possesses this knowledge. Some people are still so 

accustomed to idols that when they eat sacrificial food they think of it as having 

been sacrificed to a god, and since their conscience is weak, it is defiled. 8 But 

food does not bring us near to God; we are no worse if we do not eat, and no 

better if we do. 

9 Be careful, however, that the exercise of your rights does not become a 

stumbling block to the weak. 10 For if someone with a weak conscience sees you, 

with all your knowledge, eating in an idol’s temple, won’t that person be 

emboldened to eat what is sacrificed to idols? 11 So this weak brother or sister, 

for whom Christ died, is destroyed by your knowledge. 12 When you sin against 

them in this way and wound their weak conscience, you sin against Christ. 13 

Therefore, if what I eat causes my brother or sister to fall into sin, I will never eat 

meat again, so that I will not cause them to fall. 

This is the word of the Lord 
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Thanks be to God 

Gospel reading – God speaks through Jesus 

Mark 1:21-28 Jesus teaches with authority  

21 They went to Capernaum, and when the Sabbath came, Jesus went into the 

synagogue and began to teach. 22 The people were amazed at his teaching, 

because he taught them as one who had authority, not as the teachers of the law. 
23 Just then a man in their synagogue who was possessed by an impure spirit 

cried out, 24 “What do you want with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to 

destroy us? I know who you are—the Holy One of God!” 

25 “Be quiet!” said Jesus sternly. “Come out of him!” 26 The impure spirit shook the 

man violently and came out of him with a shriek. 

27 The people were all so amazed that they asked each other, “What is this? A 

new teaching—and with authority! He even gives orders to impure spirits and 

they obey him.” 28 News about him spread quickly over the whole region of 

Galilee. 

This is the gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

Lord Jesus, thank you for coming with God’s authority and power. 

Help us to listen to what you say and to obey you. 

Amen. 

God speaks to His children 

MAIN POINT 

Jesus has authority 

SCRIPTURE FOCUS 

The people were amazed at his teaching, because he taught them as one who 

had authority, not as the teachers of the law. Mark 1:22 

ADDRESS 

Does anyone know what the word ‘authority’ means? 

A person who has authority has power or control over something – they are in 

charge. Who is in charge at your house? 

Who is in charge at school? 
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Who is charge of Australia? Why are these people in charge? 

e.g. they’re the oldest/ smartest/ people voted for them, etc 

In this story today, Mark is telling us that Jesus has authority - He is in charge. 

One day Jesus went into the synagogue and started teaching. The Bible tells us 

that the people who heard him were amazed at his teaching. He didn't sound like 

their regular teachers. He didn't sound like someone who just knew about the 

rules, he sounded like someone who had written the rules. Well, guess what? He 

did write the rules! His rules are not meant to take the fun out of life, but to keep 

us safe and so that we will enjoy life the way he intended it to be. 

One of the special rules that Jesus gave his disciples and to us: Love one another 

just as I have loved you. 

PRAYER 

Dear Jesus, thank you for being in charge of everything in this world and for 

loving and caring for us. Help us to follow you and be like you. Amen. 

We meditate on the song ‘Pentecost Prayer’ 

When this earth was created, 

It was God who spoke the word, and it was done; 

Gave his warmth to the cold earth; 

All was new and all was young, 

Time had begun, 

 

Make me warm, when I am cold; 

Make me young, when I am old; 

Move me, touch me inside; 

Let your love burn in me now. 

 

If I'm rough, make me gentle; 

If my words are hard and sharp, soften this heart, 

If I'm weak, make me stronger, 

Let me look to you for strength 

To make a new start. 

 

Make me warm, when I am cold; 

Make me young, when I am old; 

Move me, touch me inside; 
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Let your love burn in me now. 

 

lf I'm deaf, break the silence; 

If I'm blinded by the dark, give me your light. 

If I'm lame and I stumble, 

Let me take your hand again, 

And hold it so tight. 

 

Make me warm, when I am cold; 

Make me young, when I am old; 

Move me, touch me inside; 

Let your love burn in me now. 

 

If you speak, let me hear you; 

Help me recognize your voice everywhere. 

If you pass, let me see you; 

Help me know the face is yours, 

Help me to care. 

 

Make me warm, when I am cold; 

Make me young, when I am old; 

Move me , touch me inside; 

Let your love burn in me now. 

 

Make me warm, when I am cold; 

Make me young, when I am old; 

Move me , touch me inside; 

Let your love burn in me now. 
(c) 1976 Robin Mann 

Used by permission. CCLI 109319 

God speaks to us 

The LCA provides this sermon edited for lay-reading, with thanks to the original 

author. 

Mark 1:21-22     

 

These days when we sit in front of the TV we are faced with an overabundance of 
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authorities on gardening, cooking, the stock market, sport, diets, the latest news, 

electronics, global warming, education, and world economics.  The media loves 

to trot out authorities on almost any issue that arises.  If the Prime Minister does 

something that the media thinks is a bit out of the ordinary, they will find an 

authority somewhere to make a comment.  

What makes it interesting is that authorities can disagree with one another.  They 

aren’t interested in listening to anyone else’s ideas.  They are often manipulative 

and don’t care if we take their advice and it all goes wrong.  They often forget 

what humility is and don’t know how to admit that another person might have an 

equally as good an idea as theirs.  And so quite rightly we become sceptical and 

cynical of authorities and those proclaimed to be experts.   

Today’s Gospel reading from Mark tells us about Jesus’ first preaching 

engagement in the synagogue at Capernaum.  How come this young carpenter 

from Nazareth was given the job to preach that day?  We need to understand 

how small synagogues worked.  A synagogue in a local town had a “ruler”; 

someone who would take care of the synagogue and organise meetings, but he 

wasn’t a preacher.  That was left to the lay men who took it in turns.  On this 

occasion Jesus was asked to read and explain the Scriptures. 

We don’t know what he read or what he said about the Scripture reading but it 

certainly left an impression.  We are told, “The people who heard him were 

amazed at the way he taught, for he wasn't like the teachers of the Law”.  It’s 

clear that the people there that day had heard many people speak about the 

Scriptures before, and maybe about the very passage that Jesus had read, but 

there was something different about the way Jesus spoke.   

You see when the teachers of the Law and other experts spoke, they referred to 

other teachers of the Scriptures. They relied on the authority of other people – 

scribes and teachers of the Law who were very well respected and were held in 

high honour as interpreters of the word of God – but Jesus was different.  He 

spoke with authority.  He was the authority.  He didn’t need any other experts 

and authorities.  

I would love to know what Bible passage Jesus spoke about that day.  Jesus 

would have had their attention to the point that every mouth was open and 

every eye wide open as they heard the voice of God speak to them.  Jesus spoke 

to them with authority.  Jesus needed no other human authority. He spoke with 

the authority of God the Father and the Holy Spirit who had pronounced their 
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blessing on him at his baptism.  He is God and spoke with the authority of God.   

I’m sure there might have been some who were more astounded and shocked 

than amazed.  Jesus, the carpenter from Nazareth, had just broken the long-held 

tradition of quoting the much respected teachers of the Torah…but there was no 

getting around the fact that “he taught with authority”. 

Here already in chapter one, Mark establishes that Jesus has an authority that is 

different to every other human authority.  We heard in the reading this morning 

about a man who came into the synagogue screaming and shouting and 

disrupting the gathering.  Jesus ordered the evil spirit to come out of the man 

and again the people were completely amazed and said, “This man has authority 

to give orders to the evil spirits, and they obey him”.  We hear the same thing 

repeated numerous times as Jesus heals the sick, raises the dead and calms 

storms. Jesus has authority over sickness, death, nature, and even Satan.  On 

occasions when people witness Jesus’ authority, say over the power of a storm 

they are left asking the question, “Who is this man?  Even the wind and waves 

obey him”.  They have never seen anything like it before. 

What does all this have to say to us today?  How do Aussies like us, who are so 

cynical about authority and people who claim to speak with authority, deal with 

someone who speaks with such absolute authority in our 21st century world?  

I think this can be a real barrier for some people who are not used to someone 

speaking with such certainty and absolute authority.  We live in a society where 

almost anything goes and to hear someone say, “I am the only way to eternal life 

and only those who live and believe in me will live forever” is regarded as 

offensive.   

But regardless of how offensive this might sound, the truth is the truth and still 

needs to be spoken.  As time went on during Jesus’ time on earth, many were 

cynical about Jesus’ authority to speak the way he did or to do what he did, but 

he had so much to tell those who were hungry to hear God's Word that he 

couldn’t be stopped. 

Jesus said with authority, “I am the Light of the world”.  Other religious leaders 

and prophets have claimed to be divine lights shining in our world but only Jesus 

can back it up with authority.  

Only he can give us security;  

only he can guide us,  
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only he can help us through the darkest storms; 

only he can light up the path that leads to peace and joy even though everything 

is going crazy; 

only he can show us the path to eternal life; 

only he can say it and mean it: “If you follow me, you won't be stumbling through 

the darkness, because you will have the light that leads to life.” 

He says, “I am the Light of the Word” because he has the authority to say it.  He 

is the Son of God, once nailed to a cross, now, resurrected, ruling and reigning in 

heaven.  He is the greatest authority there is in eternity. 

With authority Jesus says, “If you remain faithful to my teachings you will know 

the truth, and the truth will set you free” – you will be free from fear, nagging 

guilt, discouragement and hopelessness.  You will be free from death and the 

door will be open to life forever.   

Jesus told many parables and talked a lot about the Kingdom of God and what it 

means to live in the Kingdom of God.  Sometimes his words were comforting and 

gracious reminding us of the goodness and mercy of our heavenly Father, and 

sometimes he spoke words of warning and judgment, reminding us that it’s too 

easy to forget God’s ways and follow the ways of the world.  Sometimes he spoke 

provocatively and with vivid images to make people sit up and listen like: “It’s 

easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to 

enter the Kingdom of God!” 

His word has come down to us today and it’s powerful and comes with the same 

authority as if he were here speaking it in person.   

When we hear the words, “Your sins are forgiven” this is true.  It’s spoken with 

authority regardless of whose lips are speaking those words.   

When we read, “I will be with you always” it’s true, regardless of the state of your 

mind or body at the time.   

When someone reads to you Jesus’ words, “I am leaving you with a gift—peace 

of mind and heart. And the peace I give is a gift the world cannot give. So don't 

be troubled or afraid” (John 14:27 NLT), this is his word of authority.  Believe it 

because he means it.   

When we hear, “This is my body and blood given and shed for you for the 

forgiveness of your sins” this is his word of promise to us that what was achieved 
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on the cross is ours.  We are God’s children, loved, forgiven, an heir of heaven – 

this is Jesus’ word of authority to us. 

I don’t need to go through the whole of Scripture to emphasise that our Christian 

faith is not some airy fairy wishful thinking but is based on God’s amazing words 

of authority.  When Jesus speaks he always speaks with the human condition in 

mind.  He speaks with love because he knows we all need forgiveness and 

without forgiveness we have no hope of entering heaven.   

There are times in our lives when we wonder, “Lord, there is so much happening, 

I can’t cope. I’m going down a fast flowing river in a row boat without any oars.  

It’s out of control.  I’m afraid that around the next bend I’ll be smashed on rocks 

and go down.  The stress and the worry are more than I can handle”.   

It’s just at that time we cling to the strong word of Christ.  It has authority and 

power. It promises us the support, the strength, and the ability to endure that 

only God can give.  When we listen to the word and hold on to it no matter how 

feeble our grip might be, like the people in the synagogue, we too will be 

amazed. Amen.     

We confess our faith in the Triune God 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

was crucified, dead, and buried.  

He descended into hell. 

The third day he rose again from the dead.  

He ascended into heaven,  

and sits at the right hand of God, the Father almighty,  

from thence he will come to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the holy catholic* church, 

the communion of saints,  

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body,  

and the life everlasting.   
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Amen. 
* ‘catholic’ here meaning 'universal' 

We meditate on the song ‘Because We Bear Your Name 

Lord Jesus, we belong to you,  

you live in us, we live in you;  

we live and work for you - 

because we bear your name.  

 

Help us receive each other, Lord,  

for you receive the least of us  

and come to us in them - 

because we bear your name.  

 

Bless those who give us any gift,  

because they know that we are yours;  

reward them with your grace - 

because we bear your name.  

 

Let us acknowledge those as friends  

who use your name to right a wrong,  

but have not joined us yet - 

because we bear your name.  

 

Let nothing that we do or say  

offend the weak so that they fall  

and lose their faith in you - 

because we bear your name.  

 

Keep us from missing out on life; 

give hands that help, and single sight, 

and feet that walk your way - 

because we bear your name.  

 

You are the salt that cleanses us,  

so clean us out, and make us fit  

for common life with you - 

because we bear your name. 
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Words© 1985 John Kleinig, 44 Braund Rd, Prospect SA 5082.  

Music© 1985 Robin Mann, 19 Vine Tee, Klemzig SA 5087. 

Used by permission. CCLI 109319 

We give of ourselves 

Thank you, Lord, for sending your prophets, and especially for sending your Son 

Jesus, with your own authority and power to save us from sin and evil. 

Help us to listen to Jesus, and to serve him by serving and helping other 

people. 

Amen. 

We pray for others 

Our Lord Jesus Christ speaks with authority, so that even the unclean spirits obey 

him. Let us pray to our heavenly Father in Jesus' name. 

Thank you, Lord, for sending your prophets, and especially for sending your Son 

Jesus with your own authority and power to save us from sin and evil.  There are 

so many people around us who claim to have the answers to life’s problems.  

Help us above all to listen to Jesus, and to follow him in faith and obedience. 

Lord in your mercy: Hear our prayer 

As a new school year begins we pray for teachers everywhere, that they may 

teach with true authority.  And we pray for all children, that they may honour and 

respect their teachers and learn from them. Bless our church's activities as many 

begin again for the New Year.   

Lord in your mercy: Hear our prayer 

Help all who have the responsibility of teaching the gospel of Jesus Christ: may 

they teach with his authority and compassion.  Help Christian parents take up 

their job of forming their children in the faith. 

Lord in your mercy: Hear our prayer 

Heavenly Father, have mercy on people held captive by evil, and free them from 

their oppression.  Still the voices of all false prophets and false teachers, and let 

the power of Jesus' love and truth break through all defences. 

Lord in your mercy: Hear our prayer 

We commit to you all who are unwell or in need and those who care for them, 

especially Lord we pray for healing for Michelle after her surgery, and others 

known to us personally and whom we now name in our hearts... (brief silence) 

Lord in your mercy:  Hear our prayer 
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Continue to be with Jill and Brad on their engagement, as they begin to plan 

their lives together. Bless the decisions and plans that need to be made as they 

reflect the love you have for them. 

Lord in your mercy: Hear our prayer 

Lord, only you can deliver us from evil, and keep us walking in your light and 

salvation. Let us always fear you, so that we may live wisely, and so that we may 

continually join the whole church on earth and the hosts of heaven as they praise 

you forever. We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

Amen.  

We pray the prayer of Jesus 

Our Father in heaven,  

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done,  

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. Matt 6:9-13 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. 

Amen. 

The Triune God sends us out with blessing 

Go in peace. Be guided by love, and serve the Lord in freedom.  

Thanks be to God.   

Amen. 

We meditate on the hymn ‘Blessed Assurance’ 

Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine; 

O what a foretaste of glory divine!  

Heir of salvation, purchase of God, 

born of his Spirit, washed in his blood: 

 

This is my story, this is my song,  
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praising my Saviour all the day long;  

this is my story, this is my song,  

praising my Saviour all the day long. 

 

Perfect submission, perfect delight, 

visions of rapture now burst on my sight; 

angels descending, bring from above  

echoes of mercy, whispers of love: 

 

This is my story, this is my song,  

praising my Saviour all the day long;  

this is my story, this is my song,  

praising my Saviour all the day long. 

 

Perfect submission, all is at rest, 

I in my Saviour am happy and blest, 

watching and waiting, looking above, 

filled with his goodness, lost in his love: 

 

This is my story, this is my song,  

praising my Saviour all the day long;  

this is my story, this is my song,  

praising my Saviour all the day long. 

 

This is my story, this is my song,  

praising my Saviour all the day long;  

this is my story, this is my song,  

praising my Saviour all the day long. 
Frances Jane van Abstyne 1820-1915 

Used by permission. CCLI 109319 

Announcements 


