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Bethlehem Lutheran Church Wagga Wagga 

10th Sunday after Pentecost 

9th August, 2020  

The Triune God meets with us  

The word is near you, on your lips and in your heart, 
because if your confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord 
and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, 
you will be saved.  (Rom 10:8,9 NRSV) 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen  

We confess our sins to God the Father… 
Friends in Christ:  

Let us confess our sins in the presence of God and of each other. 

We confess to you, almighty God, before the whole company of 
heaven, and to each other, that we have sinned in thought, word and 
deed, by our own fault. 
Have mercy on us, for Jesus’ sake, forgive us all our sins, and bring us to 
eternal life. Amen. 

…and God forgives us 

May the almighty and merciful Lord grant us pardon and forgiveness of 
all our sins. 

Amen. 

Jesus leads us as we pray 
The Lord be with you 
And also with you. 

Let us pray for the preaching of God’s word. [silence] 

 

Ever-loving God, send out messengers to proclaim your victory over 
death to the whole world, so that people everywhere hear the good 
news, and receive eternal life. 
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We ask this through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

1st Reading – God speaks through his prophets 

1 Kings 19:9-18 The Lord appears to Elijah 
9 There he went into a cave and spent the night. 

And the word of the Lord came to him: “What are you doing here, 
Elijah?” 
10 He replied, “I have been very zealous for the Lord God Almighty. The 
Israelites have rejected your covenant, torn down your altars, and put 
your prophets to death with the sword. I am the only one left, and now 
they are trying to kill me too.” 
11 The Lord said, “Go out and stand on the mountain in the presence of 
the Lord, for the Lord is about to pass by.” 

Then a great and powerful wind tore the mountains apart and shattered 
the rocks before the Lord, but the Lord was not in the wind. After the 
wind there was an earthquake, but the Lord was not in the earthquake. 12 
After the earthquake came a fire, but the Lord was not in the fire. And 
after the fire came a gentle whisper. 13 When Elijah heard it, he pulled his 
cloak over his face and went out and stood at the mouth of the cave. 

Then a voice said to him, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 
14 He replied, “I have been very zealous for the Lord God Almighty. The 
Israelites have rejected your covenant, torn down your altars, and put 
your prophets to death with the sword. I am the only one left, and now 
they are trying to kill me too.” 
15 The Lord said to him, “Go back the way you came, and go to the Desert 
of Damascus. When you get there, anoint Hazael king over Aram. 16 Also, 
anoint Jehu son of Nimshi king over Israel, and anoint Elisha son of 
Shaphat from Abel Meholah to succeed you as prophet. 17 Jehu will put 
to death any who escape the sword of Hazael, and Elisha will put to 
death any who escape the sword of Jehu. 18 Yet I reserve seven thousand 
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in Israel—all whose knees have not bowed down to Baal and whose 
mouths have not kissed him.” 

This is the word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 

We respond with Psalm 85:8-13 
8 I will listen to what God the Lord says; 

    he promises peace to his people, his faithful servants— 
    but let them not turn to folly. 
9 Surely his salvation is near those who fear him, 
    that his glory may dwell in our land. 
10 Love and faithfulness meet together; 
    righteousness and peace kiss each other. 
11 Faithfulness springs forth from the earth, 
    and righteousness looks down from heaven. 
12 The Lord will indeed give what is good, 
    and our land will yield its harvest. 
13 Righteousness goes before him 
    and prepares the way for his steps. 

2nd Reading – God speaks through his apostles 

Romans 10:5-15 The word of the Lord is near you 
5 Moses writes this about the righteousness that is by the law: “The 
person who does these things will live by them.” 6 But the righteousness 
that is by faith says: “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into 
heaven?’” (that is, to bring Christ down) 7 “or ‘Who will descend into the 
deep?’” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). 8 But what does it say? 
“The word is near you; it is in your mouth and in your heart,” that is, the 
message concerning faith that we proclaim: 9 If you declare with your 
mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him 
from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For it is with your heart that you 
believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you profess your 
faith and are saved. 11 As Scripture says, “Anyone who believes in him will 
never be put to shame.” 12 For there is no difference between Jew and 
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Gentile—the same Lord is Lord of all and richly blesses all who call on 
him, 13 for, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” 
14 How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And 
how can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And how 
can they hear without someone preaching to them? 15 And how can 
anyone preach unless they are sent? As it is written: “How beautiful are 
the feet of those who bring good news!” 

This is the word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 

Gospel Reading – God speaks through Jesus 

Matthew 14:22-33 Jesus walks on the water 
22 Immediately Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on 
ahead of him to the other side, while he dismissed the crowd. 23 After he 
had dismissed them, he went up on a mountainside by himself to pray. 
Later that night, he was there alone, 24 and the boat was already a 
considerable distance from land, buffeted by the waves because the 
wind was against it. 
25 Shortly before dawn Jesus went out to them, walking on the lake. 26 
When the disciples saw him walking on the lake, they were terrified. “It’s 
a ghost,” they said, and cried out in fear. 
27 But Jesus immediately said to them: “Take courage! It is I. Don’t be 
afraid.” 
28 “Lord, if it’s you,” Peter replied, “tell me to come to you on the water.” 
29 “Come,” he said. 

Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the water and came 
toward Jesus. 30 But when he saw the wind, he was afraid and, beginning 
to sink, cried out, “Lord, save me!” 
31 Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught him. “You of little 
faith,” he said, “why did you doubt?” 
32 And when they climbed into the boat, the wind died down. 33 Then 
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those who were in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the 
Son of God.” 

This is the gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
Thank you, Lord Jesus, for showing yourself as the Son of God. 

Help us always to trust and worship you. 
Amen. 

Children’s Message 

We meditate on the song ‘In Your Hand My Saviour’ 

1 In your hand, my Saviour, 
there's a home for me. 
It's the safest place on earth to be. 
There you make me welcome, 
give me a new start, 
for your peace has healed my wounded heart. 
 
When I'm near my Saviour, 
he gives joy to me. 
God alone, he is my sword and shield. 
When I'm near my Saviour, 
he gives peace to me. 
God shines on each flower in his field. 

 
2 In your hand, my Saviour, 

joyful I can be, 
for you offer precious gifts to me: 
mercy and forgiveness, 
even though I stray. 
Life is now worth living, come what may. 
 
When I'm near my Saviour, 
he gives joy to me. 
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God alone, he is my sword and shield. 
When I'm near my Saviour, 
he gives peace to me. 
God shines on each flower in his field. 

Words and music: Anna-Marie Kaskinen 
© Anna-Marie Kaskinen. Malniniidyndie. 3 G28, 01350 Vandaa, Finland. 

Used by permission. CCLI 109319 

God speaks to us 

The LCA provides this sermon edited for lay-reading, with thanks to the 
original author. 

Sermon for Proper 14A  

The Text: Matthew 14:22-33 

 

Has someone ever offered you a helping hand when you needed it most? 
The writer of this sermon relates this story: I was mountain-climbing with 
a couple of friends when I developed a cramp. We were near the top of 
the mountain, and my friends said it would be easier to help me to the 
summit, rather than go down the way we came. Why? Because they 
knew that the slope on the other side of the mountain was very gentle 
and gradual. I have experienced our Lord’s protecting hand on many 
occasions. On our farm, it was a miracle I escaped being savaged by our 
bull. In Melbourne, I was involved in a car accident in which I felt our 
Saviour’s protecting hand guarding me from serious injury. 

Don’t we sometimes go on our way, confident that we can meet any kind 
of danger? What really throw us are the unexpected dangers that we 
never anticipated. There are people who, when they fear for their life, 
cry out to God for help. God, for them, is like a fire extinguisher: “FOR 
EMERGENCY USE ONLY”. Our Lord wants to be our first resource in any 
and every difficult situation in daily life, rather than our last resort when 
all else fails. Jesus isn’t simply an optional extra for those with time on 
their hands. The busier we are, the more we need to seek His blessing on 
what we do well, as well as seeking His help when things go wrong. When 
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dangers loom, we sometimes feel we’re left to our own devices. We can 
be too overwhelmed by fear to even remember to pray. A good prayer to 
pray each day is, “Lord, if I should forget you today, remember me.” 

In last week’s Gospel, our Lord had shown immense concern and care for 
5,000 hungry people by feeding them. After this extraordinary act of 
kindness, witnessed by His disciples, Jesus sends the twelve on a boat trip 
across the lake while He goes elsewhere to pray. When a storm threatens 
the twelve apostles’ lives, they panic, thinking that Jesus has abandoned 
them. Overwhelmed by fear, they fail to realise that Jesus was near. In 
fact, while they were battling the wind and the waves, Jesus had been 
praying for them.  

Just when we think we’re all alone, our Saviour’s prayers for us may be 
surrounding us with His guiding hand, though we may not be able to see 
it at the time. For us Christians, things are never quite what they seem. 
The main concern for many of us is not to be able to “walk on water”, but 
simply to keep our head above water. “ 

We don’t always recognize Jesus when He comes to our aid. The twelve 
apostles, too, imagined Jesus as an apparition that would only make their 
perilous situation worse, rather than shouting for joy at the sight of Him 
actually walking on the water to come to their aid. Haven’t we 
sometimes felt the same? When Jesus approaches us with His help 
through an illness, setback or greater responsibility, we fail to recognise 
Him, and instead of being certain that He hears our prayers, we panic. 

Only Christ’s word of comfort can give us assurance of His presence and 
silence our fears. “Be of good cheer, have no fear, it is I”, Jesus says. 
Jesus’ disciples needed nothing more than our Lord’s reassuring voice. 
Full of joy, Peter now acts on impulse, as he so often does, and asks if he 
too can walk on water. And all goes well at first, while Peter stays 
focussed on Jesus. It is remarkable, isn’t it, what we can do when we 
forget our problems and dangers, and place our whole trust in Christ 
alone. Peter had faith strong enough to get him out of the boat, but not 
strong enough to cope with the storm. Peter’s faith bounces back when 
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he realises he cannot manage on his own, but that everything now 
depends on Jesus. “Lord, save me”, Peter cries out. Jesus let this happen 
so that Peter could experience our Saviour’s protecting hand.  

As we go about our daily duties, we sometimes see examples of our 
Saviour’s protecting hand, sparing His people from what could have been 
very dangerous car accidents. In heaven, we’ll all learn how often Jesus 
protected us from harm and danger from day to day, when we were least 
aware of it. 

A man involved in a terrible train accident told a friend how he thanked 
God that he emerged unscathed.  

His friend asked: “How often have you travelled safely along that train 
line?”  

“At least 50 times” was the reply.  

“Have you thought of thanking God for all those times you travelled 
safely?” 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer found that God gives us the help we need when He 
sees it is best, and not before. Bonhoeffer writes: “I believe that God will 
give us the staying power we need in each situation, not before, in order 
that we rely not on ourselves, but Him. With such faith must we 
overcome all fear of the future.” We may not know what the future will 
bring, but we do know Him who holds the future in His hands, and we 
can trust Him to care for us. 

Our Saviour sometimes seems to abandon us. He does this so that we 
cling all the more firmly to Him. Jesus can use our fears and anxieties to 
draw us closer to Him. Nothing can separate us from His almighty love. 
Faith means realising that our Saviour’s protecting hand hangs onto us 
when we can no longer hang onto Him. Divine grace is more like a 
mother cat grabbing its kitten by the scruff of its neck, rather than like a 
baby monkey which clings to its mother. We stake our lives on the Lord’s 
promise: “I will never leave you or forsake you … underneath are the 
everlasting arms.”  Some 366 times, God says to us in the Bible: “Fear 
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not.” That’s enough times for every day of the year, including leap year. 
We haven’t been promised a life of ease and comfort, or a trouble free 
existence. Maturity in faith and love develops as we face life’s 
discomforts and troubles with God, who has promised to be “a very 
present help in trouble (Psalm 46:1).”  

Troubles are the tools God uses to shape us for better things. 

We’re safer in a storm with Christ, than anywhere else without Him. The 
boat in our Gospel reading represents Christ’s Church. I would rather face 
life’s challenges with Christ and fellow Christians, than to be on the 
outside trying to cope with the storms and stresses of daily living on my 
own. When the pressures of daily life get too much for us to cope with on 
our own, Jesus gives us fellow Church members to lean on, to uphold us, 
and to pray for us. Our Saviour extends His protective hand to us through 
His Church. His Church is His protecting and sheltering hand over our 
faith, guarding it from doubt and despair. Through His Word and 
sacraments, Jesus continues to strengthen our faith from all the attacks it 
faces week by week.  

 God moves in a mysterious way / His wonders to perform; 

 He plants His footsteps in the sea / And rides upon the storm. 

 Ye fearful saints, fresh courage take; / The clouds ye so much dread 

 Are big with mercy, and shall break / In blessing on your head.    

Hymn 414, v.1 and 3 

Amen. 

We confess our faith in the Triune God 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, dead, and buried.  
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He descended into hell. 
The third day he rose again from the dead.  
He ascended into heaven,  
and sits at the right hand of God, the Father almighty,  
from thence he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic* church, 
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting.   
Amen. 

* ‘catholic’ here meaning 'universal' 

We meditate on the hymn ‘Eternal Father, Strong to Save’ 

1 Eternal Father, strong to save, 
whose arm hast bound the restless wave, 
who bidst the mighty ocean deep 
its own appointed limits keep: 
O hear us when we cry to thee 
for those in peril on the sea. 

 
2 O Christ, whose voice the waters heard 

and hushed their raging at thy word, 
who walkedst on the foaming deep, 
and calm amid the storm didst keep: 
O hear us when we cry to thee 
for those in peril on the sea. 

 
3 O Holy Spirit, who didst brood 

upon the waters, dark and rude, 
and bid their angry tumult cease, 
and give for wild confusion, peace: 
O hear us when we cry to thee 
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for those in peril on the sea. 
 
4  O Trinity of love and power, 

our people shield in danger's hour 
from rock and tempest, fire and foe, 
guard them wherever they may go: 
thus evermore shall rise to thee 
glad hymns of praise from land and sea. 

William Whiting 
1825-78 alt. 

Used by permission. CCLI 109319 

We give of ourselves 

Lord, thank you for caring for us and providing us with all we need and 
much more. 

Strengthen our faith as we live our everyday lives. Make us bold and 
confident in trusting you and serving you and other people. 
Amen. 

We pray for others 

We are often tossed about by the storms of troubles, worries, and doubts. 
So let us cry out to God in faith for our needs and the needs of all people. 

Thank you heavenly Father for your goodness and grace shown to us this 
week, for every physical and spiritual blessing. We thank you for your 
powerful word which has sustained your people throughout the ages, 
and which upholds your church today. Give us confidence in this word, 
and help us to hear, learn and keep it in our hearts.  

Lord in your mercy: Hear our prayer. 

Bless the church’s work of preaching and teaching, and every Christian’s 
task of bearing witness to you. Give people a hunger and curiosity to find 
out more about your salvation, and make churches ready to share the 
bread of life.  

Lord in your mercy: Hear our prayer. 

Thank you for calling people to serve your church in this country and 
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overseas. Bless the College of Bishops and all who serve the Church as 
members of boards, committees, and commissions.  

Lord in your mercy: Hear our prayer. 

You assured Elijah that he was not alone – help your people to believe in 
the communion of saints, and protect Christians whose lives are 
endangered because of their confession.  

Lord in your mercy: Hear our prayer. 

Through your servant Elijah you anointed kings of nations to serve your 
purposes - so move and guide the leaders of the world that your will may 
be done. Bless our land and its leaders.  Bless all health and welfare 
institutions and personnel: doctors, nurses, hospitals, homes for the 
aged, carers, social services, administrators, social workers. We now 
bring before you all whom we know are sick, frightened or grieving, and 
in any kind of trouble (brief silence). 

Lord in your mercy: Hear our prayer. 

Heavenly Father, our faithful and loving God, we know that when we turn 
to you, you will hear and help us. Listen to our prayers and answer them 
for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

Amen. 

We pray the prayer of Jesus 

Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. Matt 6:9-13 
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For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. 
Amen. 

The Triune God sends us out with blessing 

May Christ, the Sun of Righteousness, shine on us and make us ready to 
meet him when he comes in glory.     

And the blessing of almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be with us 
always. 

Amen. 

We meditate on the hymn ‘Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me’ 

1 Lord, take my hand and lead me 
along life's way; 
protect and guide and feed me 
from day to day. 
Without your care and favour 
I go astray; 
so take my hand, O Saviour, 
and lead the way. 

 
2 Lord, take my heart and hide it 

within your grace; 
through pain and pleasure guide it 
to be at peace. 
Hold close your child, dear Saviour, 
and stay with me, 
and help me trust whenever 
I cannot see. 

  
3 For when it seems you're hiding 

your saving might, 
still you are safely guiding 
me through the night. 
So take my hand and lead me 
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along life's way; 
protect and guide and feed me 
to endless day. 

So nimm denn meine Hände 
Julie Hausmann 1825-1901 (1862) 

Tr composite, revised David Schubert (1988, 1997) 
Used by permission. CCLI 109319 

Announcements 

 


