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Bethlehem Lutheran Church Wagga Wagga 

11th Sunday after Pentecost 

16th August, 2020  

The Triune God meets with us  

Thus says the Lord God, who gathers the outcasts of Israel, 

‘My house shall be called a house of prayer for all peoples.’  (Isa 56:8a,7b 

NRSV) 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen  

We confess our sins to God the Father… 
Friends in Christ:  

Let us confess our sins in the presence of God and of each other. 

We confess to you, almighty God, before the whole company of 
heaven, and to each other, that we have sinned in thought, word and 
deed, by our own fault. 
Have mercy on us, for Jesus’ sake, forgive us all our sins, and bring us to 
eternal life. Amen. 

…and God forgives us 

May the almighty and merciful Lord grant us pardon and forgiveness of 
all our sins. 

Amen. 

Jesus leads us as we pray 
The Lord be with you 
And also with you. 

Let us pray for boldness in prayer. [silence] 

Thank you, God of the nations, for calling all kinds of people into your 
kingdom, even though none of us deserve your great love. 

Make us confident in praying to you for our own needs and for the 
needs of others. We ask this through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
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forever. 
Amen. 

1st Reading – God speaks through his prophets 

Isaiah 56:1,6-8 God's people will include foreigners 
1 This is what the Lord says: 
‘Maintain justice 
    and do what is right, 
for my salvation is close at hand 
    and my righteousness will soon be revealed. 
6 And foreigners who bind themselves to the Lord 
    to minister to him, 
to love the name of the Lord, 
    and to be his servants, 
all who keep the Sabbath without desecrating it 
    and who hold fast to my covenant – 
7 these I will bring to my holy mountain 
    and give them joy in my house of prayer. 
Their burnt offerings and sacrifices 
    will be accepted on my altar; 
for my house will be called 
    a house of prayer for all nations.’ 
8 The Sovereign Lord declares – 
    he who gathers the exiles of Israel: 
‘I will gather still others to them 
    besides those already gathered.’ 

This is the word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 

We respond with Psalm 67 
1 May God be gracious to us and bless us 
    and make his face shine on us – 
2 so that your ways may be known on earth, 
    your salvation among all nations. 
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3 May the peoples praise you, God; 
    may all the peoples praise you. 
4 May the nations be glad and sing for joy, 
    for you rule the peoples with equity 
    and guide the nations of the earth. 
5 May the peoples praise you, God; 
    may all the peoples praise you. 
6 The land yields its harvest; 
    God, our God, blesses us. 
7 May God bless us still, 
    so that all the ends of the earth will fear him. 

2nd Reading – God speaks through his apostles 

Romans 11:1,2a,29-32 The salvation of the Jews as well as the Gentiles 
1 I ask then: did God reject his people? By no means! I am an Israelite 
myself, a descendant of Abraham, from the tribe of Benjamin. 
2a God did not reject his people, whom he foreknew. Don’t you know 
what Scripture says in the passage about Elijah – how he appealed to 
God against Israel: 
29 for God’s gifts and his call are irrevocable. 30 Just as you who were at 
one time disobedient to God have now received mercy as a result of their 
disobedience, 31 so they too have now become disobedient in order that 
they too may now receive mercy as a result of God’s mercy to you. 32 For 
God has bound everyone over to disobedience so that he may have 
mercy on them all. 

This is the word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 

Gospel Reading – God speaks through Jesus 

Matthew 15:21-28 The healing of an unclean woman's daughter 
21 Leaving that place, Jesus withdrew to the region of Tyre and Sidon. 22 A 
Canaanite woman from that vicinity came to him, crying out, ‘Lord, Son 
of David, have mercy on me! My daughter is demon-possessed and 
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suffering terribly.’ 
23 Jesus did not answer a word. So his disciples came to him and urged 
him, ‘Send her away, for she keeps crying out after us.’ 
24 He answered, ‘I was sent only to the lost sheep of Israel.’ 
25 The woman came and knelt before him. ‘Lord, help me!’ she said. 
26 He replied, ‘It is not right to take the children’s bread and toss it to the 
dogs.’ 
27 ‘Yes it is, Lord,’ she said. ‘Even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from 
their master’s table.’ 
28 Then Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, you have great faith! Your request is 
granted.’ And her daughter was healed at that moment. 

This is the gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
Lord Jesus, thank you for your mercy to all people. 

Give us faith to ask for your help in all our needs, knowing your great 
love for us. 
Amen. 

Children’s Message 

We meditate on the hymn ‘Jesus, Where’er your People Meet’ 

1 Jesus, where'er your people meet 
there they behold your mercy seat, 
where'er they seek you, you are found 
and every place is hallowed ground. 

 
2 For you, within no walls confined, 

are present in the humble mind; 
such ever bring you where they come, 
and, going, take you to their home. 

 
3 Dear Shepherd of your chosen few, 

your former mercies here renew; 
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here to our waiting hearts proclaim 
the sweetness of your saving name. 

 
4 Here may we prove the power of prayer 

to strengthen faith and sweeten care, 
to teach our faint desires to rise, 
and bring all heaven before our eyes. 

 
5 Lord, we are few, but you are near, 

your arm can save, your ear can hear; 
O rend the heavens, come quickly down, 
and make a thousand hearts your own. 

Later form of melody by William Knapp 
1698-1768 

William Cowper 
1731-1800 alt. 

Used by permission. CCLI 109319 

God speaks to us 

The LCA provides this sermon edited for lay-reading, with thanks to the 
original author. 

Sermon for Proper 15A   

The Texts: Isaiah 56:1, 6-8 & Matthew 15:21-28 

 

Just before God’s people the Israelites entered the land God promised 
would be their own, he said to them: “When the LORD your God brings 
you into the land he swore to your fathers—to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, 
to give you a land with large, flourishing cities you did not build, houses 
filled with all kinds of good things you did not provide, wells you did not 
dig, and vineyards and olive groves you did not plant--then when you eat 
and are satisfied, be careful that you do not forget the LORD, who 
brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery” (Deuteronomy 6:10-
12).  
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But it wasn’t long after that Israel had forgotten God. Even before Moses 
had come down from Mount Sinai with the Ten Commandments, the 
people had made a golden calf and were worshipping it. When Moses 
reacted in anger by throwing down the two stone tablets of the Ten 
Commandments, smashing them, it was a powerfully symbolic way of 
showing that the people had broken God’s commandments with 
devastating consequences.  

 

Israel’s idolatry was a persistent problem throughout their history. God’s 
people, having been blessed with freedom were not living in it—because 
idols cannot bring freedom but only enslave. Idols can’t be everywhere 
present but must be carried around. Some were carried around on little 
trolleys and had to be chained down so that they wouldn’t fall over in 
transport. These idols had carved mouths but they couldn’t speak 
blessing. They had carved ears and eyes but couldn’t hear the prayers of 
the people or see their needs. Although Israel had the God of life who 
had created them in his image they had created useless blocks of stone 
and wood in their image and they had turned to them. 

 

Eventually God brought judgment on this persistent idol worship—not 
because he is power hungry or a control freak but because idolatry can 
never help or save people. The Israelites were exiled to Babylon. They 
had lost their own land that God had given them. The reason that this 
was such devastating news for Israel is because they no longer had 
access to the Temple there where God promised to be personally present 
to them in a special way with divine favour and blessing to cleanse them 
from their sin. Now they would have been asking: “Have we really done it 
this time? What’s the way back? Is God still our God? Are we still his 
people? What hope do we have?” In slavery to the mighty Babylonian 
Empire the Israelites were powerless to rescue themselves and the Devil 
would have been rubbing his hands together with glee. 

We might expect that that would be the end of the story. After all Israel 
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had so many chances. How many chances would we have been prepared 
to give them? We might say that in the end that Israel got what they 
deserved. How many chances are we prepared to give others when they 
hurt us? How many times would we be prepared to forgive? Have they 
just got what they’ve deserved too? 

 

In today’s reading from Isaiah God shows us that he doesn’t give up on 
his people. His judgment is always to save; to bring the people to a place 
where they turn away from death and back to him as the author of life 
and true freedom.Through the prophet Isaiah God speaks to his people 
distressed by the loss of their homeland and their temple and 
encouraged them with visions of a gathering, return and the hope that 
God would act on their behalf again with favour and blessing. He says: 
“…My salvation is close at hand and my righteousness will soon be 
revealed.” 

 

But what is so special about God’s promise through Isaiah is that God 
makes this promise to all people—those from outside the borders of 
Israel also. Listen to what God says in verses 6-8:  

And foreigners who bind themselves to the LORD 
    to serve him, 
  to love the name of the LORD, 
    and to worship him, 
  all who keep the Sabbath without desecrating it 
    and who hold fast to my covenant-- 
 
these I will bring to my holy mountain 
    and give them joy in my house of prayer. 
  Their burnt offerings and sacrifices 
    will be accepted on my altar; 
  for my house will be called 
    a house of prayer for all nations." 
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The Sovereign LORD declares-- 
    he who gathers the exiles of Israel: 
  "I will gather still others to them 
    besides those already gathered." 

 

Through Isaiah God promises that every person who calls on the name of 
the Lord will be gathered. All people "joined to the Lord" are now invited 
to God's earthly house of worship. This is a wonderful text that explores 
the desire of God to include all people, to make God’s house a house of 
prayer for all people where they can personally know the saving and 
gracious presence of God.  

 

Our Gospel reading shows that God has fulfilled his promise in Jesus. A 
Caananite woman—a person from the old pagan race outside the 
borders of Israel, comes to Jesus begging for his help. What’s more is that 
in the culture of the day it was the height of social vulgarity for a woman 
to dare approach a man publicly. Her daughter is suffering terribly from 
demon-possession, under the captivity of the devil. This woman must 
have seen or heard of Jesus’ saving work. Her address to Jesus, where 
she combines the title “Lord” with “Son of David” is a confession of Jesus’ 
saving, divine identity. 

 

Jesus initially meets her request with silence, perhaps to test her faith, or 
to test the disciples’ faith. They want her gone, because she is following 
them, crying out, making a stir. Jesus says: “I was sent only to the lost 
sheep of Israel”—in other words, He was sent to teach and show Israel 
first that he was their God and Saviour whom his Father had promised 
through the prophets. That’s why Jesus said to this lady who was not 
from Israel that it wasn’t right to throw the children’s bread to the dogs. 
This sounds dreadfully harsh and inappropriate, but the picture is one of 
family around the dinner table. A mother or father wouldn’t prepare a 
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meal for their child only to put it in the pet dog’s bowl. The pet dog is not 
a part of the parent-child relationship. 

 

So this Canaanite woman takes this analogy up to Jesus! She was aware 
of the promise in Isaiah—that foreigners would be able to come to God’s 
temple. So she says: “Even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their 
master’s table”...in other words, even though they are not actual 
children, pet dogs are part of the family household too! She has 
recognised the promise in Isaiah that this is now fulfilled in the Person of 
Jesus—that anyone who trusts in Jesus is part of God’s family and can 
receive His saving help. Because with the birth of Jesus no longer is God’s 
presence located at the Temple in Jerusalem, but in the Person of Christ 
the fullness of God dwells in bodily form. Jesus is the new Temple. This 
woman had come to the Temple of God for help for her daughter and she 
found joy in this house of prayer. Jesus said to her: “Woman, great is 
your faith! Your request is granted as you have asked.” 

 

The problem of idolatry is still with us today. We might not bow down to 
lifeless statues but anything we turn to for peace, fulfillment, purpose, 
security and self-worth can be an idol if it takes the place of God: money, 
career, retail therapy, ‘soul-food’, possessions, family, pleasing others, or 
pleasing ourselves. Luther said that whatever our heart clings to in times 
of trouble is really our god. 

 

You and I too were once all foreigners; through sin we were enemies of 
God. Like Israel we got the judgment from God we deserved. But in Christ 
God has shown us love and grace by reconciling us to him. We did not 
have to go through the ceremonial purity rituals the Pharisees enforced, 
of washing before eating lest we be spiritually contaminated. But Jesus 
washed us at the font and made us clean. It is absolutely astonishing that 
when God spoke through the prophet Isaiah that he would gather still 
others to the Israelites beside them, he had each of you in mind.  
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Right here is the temple of God because Jesus is present in a special way 
with a promise attached—he meets you through his Word and 
sacraments to bring forgiveness, blessing and divine favour. Like he 
rescued the Canaanite woman’s daughter from the power of Satan, Jesus 
has also rescued you when he said through the minister: “I baptise you in 
the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit”. Engraved with 
God’s name you belong to him and were gathered from exile in sin, death 
and darkness and brought into the Kingdom of light. Through his holy 
supper Jesus himself tells you so: “This is my body given for you; this is 
my blood shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.” It doesn’t matter 
where you come from, what you are good at, what you have done, those 
who love Jesus and his Word remain a part of God's family and have his 
blessing and saving help. 

God through Isaiah says: 

 

“  all who keep the Sabbath without desecrating it 
    and who hold fast to my covenant-- 
these I will bring to my holy mountain 
    and give them joy in my house of prayer. 
  Their burnt offerings and sacrifices 
    will be accepted on my altar; 
  for my house will be called 
    a house of prayer for all nations." 

 

Jesus is the burnt offering and sacrifice pleasing to God through whom 
our sins have been paid for and we have been restored to life with him. It 
is only through Christ alone that we can stand before God with a good 
conscience and address him as ‘Father’ in this house of prayer. In Christ 
the reign of God is present and active, and whoever has ears to hear his 
words of life on a Sunday morning are the foreigners God has gathered. 
There is nothing we can do to add to this, and nothing that needs to be. 
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All we can do is call out “Lord, help me” and respond to his lavish grace 
with thanks and praise for the life he has freely and fully given us. Amen. 

We confess our faith in the Triune God 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, dead, and buried.  
He descended into hell. 
The third day he rose again from the dead.  
He ascended into heaven,  
and sits at the right hand of God, the Father almighty,  
from thence he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic* church, 
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting.   
Amen. 

* ‘catholic’ here meaning 'universal' 

We meditate on the song ‘Wondrous Love’ 

1 What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul,  
What wondrous love is this, O my soul! 
What wondrous love is this that caused the Lord of bliss 
To lay aside His crown for my soul, for my soul, 
To lay aside His crown for my soul! 

 
2 To God and to the Lamb I will sing, I will sing, 

To God and to the Lamb I will sing; 
To God and to the Lamb who is the great I AM, 
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While millions join the theme, I will sing, I will sing, 
While millions join the theme, I will sing. 

 
3 And when from death I'm free, I'll sing on, I'll sing on, 

And when from death I'm free I'll sing on. 
And when from death I'm free I'll sing and joyful be. 
And through eternity I'll sing on, I'll sing on, 
And through eternity I'll sing on. 

Traditional 
Used by permission. CCLI 109319 

We give of ourselves 

Thank you, Lord, for accepting us and people from all backgrounds into 
your kingdom – Gentiles as well as Jews, the outsiders as well as those 
who have grown up in the church. 

Help us to accept other people and welcome them, as you do. Use us 
and our gifts to reach out to those in need. 
Amen. 

We pray for others 

The Canaanite woman came to Jesus, trusting that he would hear and 
help her. Let us turn to our heavenly Father, praying for ourselves and our 
world. 

Merciful Father, we pray for the church, as we await the return of our 
Lord. Help us to remain true to your word, and to live and worship in 
such a way that we reflect your light into the world around us. Forgive us 
when we are distracted by worldly concerns and forget to trust in you. 

Let us call out to the Lord. Lord, have mercy on us. 

Give us open hearts and minds to spread your love and grace to all 
people. Let our words and actions reach out to those whom society 
treats as 'unclean', and show them your good news. Remind us that we 
are all unclean until we come to know you and receive your forgiveness. 

Let us call out to the Lord. Lord, have mercy on us. 
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Lord, we pray for the Jewish people, and for the nation of Israel in 
troubled times. We pray for all those who live in war-ravaged nations, 
and plead with you for an end to suffering in countries hard hit by COVID-
19 at this time. May justice be maintained, and may leaders do what is 
right to care for their people. 

Let us call out to the Lord. Lord, have mercy on us. 

God of peace and love, uphold all those joined in marriage, strengthen 
their relationships and their faith in you. We pray for people in all kinds 
of families and those who support them. We pray especially for Lutheran 
Community Care, as they work to support people who are struggling in 
many ways in our society. 

Let us call out to the Lord. Lord, have mercy on us. 

God of hope and healing, be with the sick and frail, especially people 
overwhelmed by coronavirus and the restrictions we face. Comfort those 
who mourn, and restore our trust and hope in you when we struggle 
under life’s burdens. Place your healing hands upon Erwin Grosse who is 
recovering in hospital. Grant him the strength, patience and 
encouragement that he needs on the road to recovery. 

Let us call out to the Lord. Lord, have mercy on us. 

Heavenly Father, as weak and sinful human beings we come to you 
asking for your mercy. Listen to our cry for help, and hear our prayers. 
We ask this through your Son, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

We pray the prayer of Jesus 

Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
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Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. Matt 6:9-13 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. 
Amen. 

The Triune God sends us out with blessing 

May Christ, the Sun of Righteousness, shine on us and make us ready to 
meet him when he comes in glory.     

And the blessing of almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be with us 
always. 

Amen. 

We meditate on the hymn ‘Praise to the Lord, the Almighty’ 

1 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation; 
O my soul, praise him, for He is your health and salvation. 
Come all who hear, 
now to His temple draw near,  
praise Him in glad adoration. 

 
2 Praise to the Lord above all things so wondrously reigning  

sheltering you under His wings and so gently sustaining. 
Have you not seen 
all that is needful has been 
sent by his gracious ordaining? 

 
3 Praise to the Lord, who will prosper your work and defend you; 

surely His goodness and mercy shall daily attend you: 
ponder anew 
what the Almighty can do 
if with his love He befriends you. 

 
4 Praise to the Lord, who when darkness of sin is abounding, 
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who, when the godless do triumph, our best hopes confounding, 
sheds forth his light, 
scatters the horrors of night, 
saints with his mercy surrounding. 

 
5 Praise to the Lord!  O let all that is in me adore Him! 

All that has life and breath, come now with praises before Him.  
Let the Amen  
sound from His people again: 
gladly forever adore Him. 

Joachim Neander 1650-80 
tr.  Catherine Winkworth 1827-78  and others 

Used by permission. CCLI 109319 

Announcements 

 


