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Bethlehem Lutheran Church Wagga Wagga 

4th Sunday after Pentecost 

28th June, 2020  

The Triune God meets with us  

The wages of sin is death, 

but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.  (Rom 6:23 NRSV) 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen  

We confess our sins to God the Father… 

Friends in Christ:  

Let us confess our sins in the presence of God and of each other. 

We confess to you, almighty God, before the whole company of heaven, and to 

each other, that we have sinned in thought, word and deed, by our own fault. 

Have mercy on us, for Jesus’ sake, forgive us all our sins, and bring us to eternal 

life. Amen. 

…and God forgives us 

May the almighty and merciful Lord grant us pardon and forgiveness of all our 

sins. 

Amen. 

Jesus leads us as we pray 

The Lord be with you 

And also with you. 

Let us pray for the gift of compassion. [silence] 

Thank you, loving heavenly Father, for setting us free from sin, so that we can 

willingly serve you. 

Open our eyes and hearts to see the needs of others and show them your 

compassion. We ask this through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

1st Reading – God speaks through his prophets 

Jeremiah 28:5-9 Jeremiah and the false prophet Hananiah 

5 Then the prophet Jeremiah replied to the prophet Hananiah before the priests 

and all the people who were standing in the house of the Lord. 6 He said, “Amen! 
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May the Lord do so! May the Lord fulfill the words you have prophesied by 

bringing the articles of the Lord’s house and all the exiles back to this place from 

Babylon. 7 Nevertheless, listen to what I have to say in your hearing and in the 

hearing of all the people: 8 From early times the prophets who preceded you and 

me have prophesied war, disaster and plague against many countries and great 

kingdoms. 9 But the prophet who prophesies peace will be recognized as one truly 

sent by the Lord only if his prediction comes true.” 

This is the word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God 

We respond with Psalm 89:1-4, 15-18 

1 I will sing of the Lord’s great love forever; 

    with my mouth I will make your faithfulness known 

    through all generations. 

2 I will declare that your love stands firm forever, 

    that you have established your faithfulness in heaven itself. 

3 You said, “I have made a covenant with my chosen one, 

    I have sworn to David my servant, 

4 ‘I will establish your line forever 

    and make your throne firm through all generations.’” 

15 Blessed are those who have learned to acclaim you, 

    who walk in the light of your presence, Lord. 

16 They rejoice in your name all day long; 

    they celebrate your righteousness. 

17 For you are their glory and strength, 

    and by your favour you exalt our horn. 

18 Indeed, our shield belongs to the Lord, 

    our king to the Holy One of Israel.  

 

2nd Reading – God speaks through his apostles 

Romans 6:12-23 You have become slaves to righteousness 

12 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its evil 

desires. 13 Do not offer any part of yourself to sin as an instrument of wickedness, 



[3] 

 

but rather offer yourselves to God as those who have been brought from death to 

life; and offer every part of yourself to him as an instrument of righteousness. 14 

For sin shall no longer be your master, because you are not under the law, but 

under grace. 

15 What then? Shall we sin because we are not under the law but under grace? By 

no means! 16 Don’t you know that when you offer yourselves to someone as 

obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one you obey—whether you are slaves to 

sin, which leads to death, or to obedience, which leads to righteousness? 17 But 

thanks be to God that, though you used to be slaves to sin, you have come to obey 

from your heart the pattern of teaching that has now claimed your allegiance. 18 

You have been set free from sin and have become slaves to righteousness. 

19 I am using an example from everyday life because of your human limitations. 

Just as you used to offer yourselves as slaves to impurity and to ever-increasing 

wickedness, so now offer yourselves as slaves to righteousness leading to holiness. 
20 When you were slaves to sin, you were free from the control of righteousness. 21 

What benefit did you reap at that time from the things you are now ashamed of? 

Those things result in death! 22 But now that you have been set free from sin and 

have become slaves of God, the benefit you reap leads to holiness, and the result 

is eternal life. 23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in 

Christ Jesus our Lord. 

This is the word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God 

Gospel Reading – God speaks through Jesus 

Matthew 10:40-42 Whoever welcomes you welcomes me 

40 “Anyone who welcomes you welcomes me, and anyone who welcomes me 

welcomes the one who sent me. 41 Whoever welcomes a prophet as a prophet will 

receive a prophet’s reward, and whoever welcomes a righteous person as a 

righteous person will receive a righteous person’s reward. 42 And if anyone gives 

even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones who is my disciple, truly I tell 

you, that person will certainly not lose their reward.” 

This is the gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

Lord Jesus Christ, thank you for revealing yourself as the Son of God. 

Help us always to confess and proclaim you. 

Amen. 
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We meditate with ‘Take up Thy cross, the Saviour said’ 

1. Take up thy cross, the Saviour said, 

If thou wouldst My disciple be; 

Deny thyself, the world forsake, 

And humbly follow after Me. 

 

2. Take up thy cross, let not its weight 

Fill thy weak spirit with alarm; 

His strength shall bear thy spirit up, 

And brace thy heart and nerve thine arm. 

 

3. Take up thy cross, nor heed the shame, 

Nor let thy foolish pride rebel; 

Thy Lord for thee the cross endured, 

And saved thy soul from death and hell. 

 

4. Take up thy cross then in His strength, 

And calmly sin’s wild deluge brave, 

’Twill guide thee to a better home, 

It points to glory o’er the grave. 

 

5. Take up thy cross and follow Christ, 

Nor think til death to lay it down; 

For only those who bear the cross 

May hope to wear the glorious crown. 

 

6. To Thee, great Lord, the One in Three, 

All praise forevermore ascend: 

O grant us in our home to see 

The heavenly life that knows no end. 
Lyrics by Charles William Everest (1814 -- 1877). Public Domain 

Used by permission. CCLI 109319 

God speaks to us 

The LCA provides this sermon edited for lay-reading, with thanks to the original 

author. 

The Text: Matthew 10:40-42 

‘Welcoming God’ 
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 “Anyone who receives you receives me, and anyone who receives me receives the 

Father who sent me.” (v. 40 NLT) 
 

It’s always good to feel welcome when we go somewhere new. For example, if we 

are visiting a church we’ve never been to for the first time, it can be very awkward 

to know where to go, what we need, when to sit or stand in the service, or where 

the toilets are. If we are visiting people in their homes, we can be very thankful 

that we have the right address to begin with, but also that the people we are 

visiting are warm in their welcome to us. It’s a real blessing to be invited into 

people’s homes, to spend time with them over a tea or coffee (or maybe 

something a little bit stronger), and to talk with them about life and the journey of 

faith that we’re all on. 

In the same way, it is important for us to be a welcoming congregation. Through 

the way we welcome people, people who connect with us for the first time can 

feel at ease when they meet us, they can find a sense of belonging with us, and 

they can feel comfortable and valued while they are among us. 

Our gospel reading for today, Matthew 10:40-42, comes at the end of Jesus’ 

instructions to his Twelve Disciples before he sent them out on their first 

missionary journey. Jesus warned them that not everyone would welcome them 

and receive the message they brought (vv13b,14). However, Jesus also said that 

those households which did receive them would also receive the peace of God 

(v13a). Then, at the end of his instructions, Jesus went even further by saying that 

those who welcomed his disciples also welcomed him, and by receiving him, they 

even welcomed the presence of God among them. 

Stop and think about that for a moment… 

On the one hand, these were Jesus’ specific instructions to a certain group of 

people at a particular time and place. However, as followers of Jesus whom he 

continues to send out into our time and place, we can also hear Jesus saying that 

when people welcome us, they welcome him and the presence of God with us. 

One reason why this is really important is because often people ask where God is 

in the world. When people are hurting, confused, struggling or broken by life’s 

circumstances, God can often seem to be absent and uncaring. Jesus is saying here 

that God is present in the struggles, pain, uncertainty and joys of life through his 

people. As we live in the good news of God’s present and coming Kingdom, and as 

we participate with God in his mission to bring his peace into the world, God is 

present in the living, breathing body of his Son in the world. God makes himself 
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known and extends his healing, life, cleansing and liberating presence in the lives 

of the people around us through our words and actions by the power of his Holy 

Spirit. 

How do our words and actions reflect the grace and love of Jesus and our heavenly 

Father to others? As people welcome us into their homes and lives, is the 

presence of our forgiving and peace-giving God made real in their lives through 

us? 

As Jesus’ disciples, he calls us to grow in the peace God gives us through faith in 

his grace so that we can be bringing his peace, hope and love to everyone that we 

meet. The goal of living and growing as Jesus’ disciples is just as much about 

making the Kingdom of God real in our world by extending God’s gracious and life-

giving presence to everyone who welcomes us as it is about getting into heaven 

when we die. We can make the coming Kingdom of God real in our homes, our 

work places, our schools or anywhere we are welcomed and received by other 

people. The promise of Jesus is that they welcome him as they welcome us, and by 

welcoming him they also receive the presence of God who is the source of all life. 

This is the God who forgives sinners, who shows grace to those who need it the 

most but deserve it the least, who brings the light of new life out of the darkness 

of death, who serves his followers by washing their feet, and who gives us his all in 

his self-sacrificing love of the cross. 

As we begin a new week, who will welcome you into their homes, their 

workplaces, or their lives this week? How can you be the peace-filled and grace-

giving presence of God in the joys and challenges, struggles and problems they are 

facing? Ask the Holy Spirit of God to keep you close to Jesus through faith so that, 

as people welcome you this week, they may also welcome Jesus in you, and they 

may find peace in the presence of our gracious and loving God in you. 

And the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds 

in Christ Jesus. Amen. 

We confess our faith in the Triune God 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

was crucified, dead, and buried.  
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He descended into hell. 

The third day he rose again from the dead.  

He ascended into heaven,  

and sits at the right hand of God, the Father almighty,  

from thence he will come to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the holy catholic* church, 

the communion of saints,  

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body,  

and the life everlasting.   

Amen. 
* ‘catholic’ here meaning 'universal' 

We meditate with ‘Brother, Let Me Be Your Servant’  

1. Brother, Let Me Be Your Servant 

Let Me Be As Christ To You 

Pray That I May Have The Grace 

To Let You Be My Servant, Too 

 

2. We Are Pilgrims On A Journey 

We Are Brothers On The Road 

We Are Here To Help Each Other 

Walk The Mile And Bear The Load 

 

3. I Will Hold The Christ Light For You 

In The Night-Time Of Your Fear 

I Will Hold My Hand Out To You 

Speak The Peace You Long To Hear 

 

4. I Will Weep When You Are Weeping 

When You Laugh I’ll Laugh With You 

I Will Share Your Joy And Sorrow 

Till We’ve Seen This Journey Through 

 

5. When We Sing To God In Heaven 

We Shall Find Such Harmony 

Born Of All We’ve Known Together 
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Of Christ’s Love And Agony 

 

6. Brother, Let Me Be Your Servant 

Let Me Be As Christ To You 

Pray That I May Have The Grace 

To Let You Be My Servant, Too 
Used by permission. CCLI 109319 

We give of ourselves 

Thank you, Lord, for making us your people and for letting us hear your word. 

Help us gladly to receive your message and your messengers, and to give of 

ourselves and our possessions for your kingdom. 

Amen. 

We pray for others 

We have been set free from sin through baptism, so that we can serve Christ. He 

has invited and commanded us to pray. So let us ask our heavenly Father to have 

mercy on the church and on the world. 

Heavenly Father, we pray for the nations of the world - for an end to war and for 

peaceful resolutions of conflict; for wise government and for honesty in commerce 

and industry.  Come to those we spend the day with, through our godly work and 

conversation. 

Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer. 

We pray for your church - for obedient leadership, including in our own presidents 

and pastors, and for faithful discipleship; for unity of teaching and belief among 

Christians on the basis of your word and for the mission of the church throughout 

the world.  Show us your face in those who speak your word and apply your 

righteousness to us, and move us to receive them gladly. 

Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer. 

We pray for our community - for loving nurture of children and for care of the 

vulnerable; for respect for individuals regardless of status or power; and for the 

well-being of all.  Come to those who need the gospel through our words and 

actions, and move them to receive you through us. 

Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer. 

We pray for all in need or distress - for relief for those suffering from natural 

disasters; for hope for the despairing.  Show us your face in those who suffer, and 
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stay your hand of judgment on the world. 

Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer. 

Heavenly Father, bring healing and comfort for people around the world suffering 

from Coronavirus COVID-19. Speed their recovery and slow the spread of the 

virus. We thank you for the efforts of all those involved in treating, testing and 

caring for patients, and ask your protection over them as they go about their work. 

Give wisdom to governments around the world as they manage this outbreak. We 

ask for your peace when we are tempted to panic or become anxious about this 

disease. Help us to place our trust in you, knowing that our life is safely hidden in 

you and that you are the Lord of all creation. Enable us to show your love to 

others, sharing the hope we have in you, praying and caring for the sick and needy 

as best we can in the name of Christ. 

Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer. 

Protect all those who are travelling for business or for pleasure and bring them 

home safely.  Give health to those struggling with sickness at this time.  Show us 

your face in those we can help, and meet the needs of those we now name silently 

in our hearts... (brief silence) 

Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer. 

Heavenly Father, in your mercy give us all these things and whatever else we need  

on our journey to our heavenly home; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

We pray the prayer of Jesus 

Our Father in heaven,  

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done,  

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. Matt 6:9-13 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

The Triune God sends us out with blessing 
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May Christ, the Sun of Righteousness, shine on us and make us ready to meet him 

when he comes in glory.     

And the blessing of almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be with us always. 

Amen. 

We meditate with ‘Lord of glory, you have bought us’ 

1. Lord of glory, you have bought us  

With your lifeblood as the price, 

Never grudging for the lost ones  

That tremendous sacrifice, 

And with that have freely given  

Blessings countless as the sand 

To th' unthankful and the evil  

With your own unsparing hand. 

 

2. Grant us hearts, dear Lord, to give you  

Gladly, freely, of your own. 

With the sunshine of your goodness  

Melt our thankless hearts of stone 

Till our cold and selfish natures,  

Warmed by you, at length believe 

That more happy and more blessed  

'Tis to give than to receive. 

 

3. Wondrous honour you have given  

To our humblest charity 

In your own mysterious sentence,  

"You have done it unto me. 

"Can it be, O gracious Master,  

That you need what we can do, 

Saying by your poor and needy,  

"Give as I have giv'n to you"? 

 

4. Yes, the sorrow and the suff'rings  

Which on ev'ry hand we view 

Channels are for gifts and off'rings  

Due by solemn right to you, 

Right of which we may not rob you,  
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Debt we may not choose but pay 

Lest that face of love and pity  

Turn from us another day. 

 

5. Lord of glory, you have bought us  

With your lifeblood as the price, 

Never grudging for the lost ones  

That tremendous sacrifice. 

Give us faith to trust you boldly,  

Hope, to stay our souls on you; 

But, oh, best of all your graces,  

With your love our love renew. 
Text and Tune: public domain. 

Used by permission. CCLI 109319 

 


